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The history of theatrical enter-
tainment in Phoenix Is essentially
the history of Rickards and Nace

From a modest beginning, as un-
pretentious as the penny arcades
which were the forbears of today's

.'
I

movie palaces, the firm of Rickards| £

and Nuace, ETOWINgE,
puilding, has becuimne the unques-
tonable leader in the Arizona

amusement world.
And the history of Rickards and
Nace is the history of two person-|

glities, each with a life devoted to.

the show business, blending to pro-

duce a combination that has balk-

ed at no obstacle In its rapid
owth.

When Mary Flckford's first great
hit, “Tess of the Storm Country,”
had begun to reach the “Uti_‘,l!lg
pamiets and villages of the coun-

I e
| EEe

expanding, | BN

try, almost at the beginning of the "37;_;; _":5

full length feature picture era in

the cinema world, the two men, now | §i

pecome a part of the state through
their extensive holdings, arrived in
rh“nll. Tll*) had not known each
other before. It was one of those
chance happenings which, like love
at first sight, sometimes develop |
fato & genuine association
gometimes fall by the wayside, an-|
other farce of fortune.
Ready Years Ago

Luckily—and those who know the|

two men say, inevitably—the com- |

and &

plnation turned out favorably, al- "%
most surpassng the hopes of the !
two principals themselves., Phoenix
must have a real show place, an
amusement house worthy of the
eity and of the state, was their first
snanimous agreemnt., They were
peady w0 build the Orpheum years
ago. Bul they felt that Phoenix
was not then prepared, When|
Phoenix is ready, she shull have en-
tertainment de luxe, they agreed |
Last vear they 1feil Phoenix was|
peady and plans for the Orpheumn
were begun., When & crowded
Bouse tonight views with admira-
tion the theater which Fhoenix
brings to the state, there will D

the goal to-

UOW =

geen at the same tinue,
ward which two enterprising sl
men have been striving fol
while Phoenix was growing to
present cosmopolitan stuge,

Of residents who sat in the little
eorrugated iron Alrdome—such wus
Phoenix’ tirst movie house called—
will rt

- %
b |
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ils

pome Yyeurs ago—fow A8E
that they visioned a structure such
88 the Orpheum of today. Tins
open air show, with ils rough
benches, plain {inish, glaring Lights,
stuttering projectors, and "une mo-
ment plense while we change recls,”
was the pedigreed ancestor of to-
day’'s magnificent Orpheum. It has

long pussed into the limbo of for-|

gotien things and the sile 1S NoOw
the center of intense commercial
activily. |
Competition Starts '

It was ul the Alrdome that Harry
Nace {irst became Known 1o movit
fans of Phoenix, Since s con-
nection with this early motion pic=-|

ture enterprise, Nace has been con-
tinuously and actively enguged, In
Phoenix, and In other cities of Ari-
pona, providing the newest, the
most recent, the pick of amusement
offerings for the Arizona publie.
His executive position In

first
Phoenix was a* manager of the Arni-

sona—the name under wnich the
Bavoy later was operated. This
stocd where the Porter Saddlery
eompany now is located. I

Competition developed among €x- |
Ribitors early in the game in Fhoe- |
nix, as the public and the shrewd,)
far-peeing business men had begun
o vision a tremendous future for|
show business. The Empress, lo-|
eated where the Hotel Adams An- |
Rex now stands, was the other
leading entertainment house of the)

town. E
Striving to outdo one another in|
sitractions, the shows combed

available supplies of talent and en-
tertainment to bring to the local
public. The Empress introduced
musical comedy, and the great suc-
cess of this form of entertainment|
made it evident that the motion
picture was not entirely big enough
© hold its own against a combined
motion picture and stage shOow.
Partnership Formed

During this period of keen com- |
petition, Joseph Elmer Rickards,
wWho has shortened his name as his
Interests grew, reached Phoenix.)
He came as business manager of
the musical company brought 1o
the Arizona by Harry Nace, man- |
ager. From this first business as- |
sociation dates the actual origin of
the Rickards and Nace Amusement
Ent!rprlbv\' Inc., now OWnNning, op-
rating, or afiliated with 15 stage
and picture houses Iin Arzona.
Rickards is president, and Nace
decretary and treasurer of the Lirm |

The Lamara theater on Washing-
on street, where now stands the
Annex to the First National Bank
of Arizona, was bulilt during the
Period of intense competition be-
tween the Kmpress and the Ari-
Sona. Shortly  afte rward It was
bought by Nace. The Lion theater|
then contributed a growl on the site
Where the Newberry store does bus-
ens todas Rickards, definitely
Casting his lot with Arizona amuse-
Went enterprises, purchased the
Lion ang changed the name of the

Use to the Hippodrome.

Some Fade Out

As the Empress and other show
Ouses, the Airdrome, some smaller
Dlaces, faded out of the picture
field and into the depths of the
‘hln'n that ysed to be, and as Rick-
&rds and Nace expanded, the “show
.‘”"“ of Phoenix dt'flnltf")' WAas
lht"d on Washington streel. ‘

A Dloneer of Phoenix theatrical|
Bstory, Nace started with the pi-|
oneers of the present motion l'lc'i
™ Industry and purchased the|
first tilms produced by the organ- |

on which i|s today known ‘-'m'l

Production of Paramount pic-
fores. A that timme he bought the |
tr‘n(‘hi.p_ for these pictures, and 1Is
Bow recognized as the th'bltor
hﬂdin‘ the record for the second

8. period of continuous Para-
Bouny thowing in the Westl.
e;n" Strand, with a seating capa-

Y of 1,000, was the first joint en-

8¢ of the two men who have

| direction

] erton;

Jo. E. Rickards

As president of the Rickards and Nace Enterprises, builders of
the new §$750.000 Orpheum which opens tonight, Rickards has
been principally responsible for the selection of entertainment
features which have been presented at the firm's theaters in
Phoenix and other Arizona cities.
Los Angeles, first hand information on latest releases is obtained
by Rickards, pioneer figure in the entertainment world.
te be master of ceremonies at the opening tonight.
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Orpheum Assures
Entertainment Of
Maximum Variety

Maximum scope of entertainment,
ranging from one-reel picture nov-
eities to elaborate road productions,

:| has been assured Phoenix and Ari-

zona theatergoers for the coming
year as a result of the opening of
the Orpheum, Rickards and Nace
super-theater,

Equipped for every known form
of entertainment the new theater
during its first year will bring a
large variety of shows—in picture,
talkles, and stage—to the patrons
of Arizona’'s largest and most elab-
orately appointed theater.

The midnagement has already be-

-
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gun arrangements for booking the
outstanding shows of the country,

i imany of which were unavallable for
‘| lack of stage space and properties

during the past. With the present
theater the city of Phoenix is pre-
pared to attract any travellng com-
pany, regardliess of size.
Disappearing Organ

Vaudeville, of the Western
booking Orpheum and Junlor Orph-
eum acts, and which has been a
Thursday and Friday night feature
of the Rlialto, will sake Its weekly
place on the same nights at the Or-
pheum will leave the Rialto strict-
ly a motion and talking picture
theater with vitaphone and movie-
tone installations,

Having the only disappearing or-
gan In the state, the theater is pre-
pared for weekly speclalties on this
popular Iinstrument. Co-featured

GREATEST
NEWSPAPER

D INDEPERDENT I

NS

with the thematic orchestra the or-
ganist will have opportunity to de-
velop a range of entertainment to
have wide appeal.

Local talent will have its place
when found worthy of inclusion on
the program. Road dramas, musical
comedies, and other traveling units
will appear in Arizona at the Or-
pheum.

To Have Pick Of Best

Movietone and vitaphone will
open the way for what is the next
thing to a personal appearance of
the greatest entertalners of the
country today. Big names, which
have glittered In the Broadway
lights, have during recent months
been sought after for the making of
sound pictures, including full length
features, novelties, vaudeville acts
and solo performances. As fast as
they are released, the Orpheum will
have its plck of the best. As In the
case of the selection of motion pic-
tures, Jo. E. Rickards, on hand at
the source of production constantly,
will be able to send to Arizona a
choice selection of the latest sound
products.

And then of course there is the
mainstay of the theater, the orb
around which the other attractions
revolve—the motion picture. With
the advantage of years and years of
experience, in every field of the
motion picture, Rickards and Nace
are prepared, in their latest crea-
tion, to offer the cream of cinema
production.

-
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Lighting

At the source of supply in

He i»

fOrpheum Designed By Architects
Having Years Of Experience In
Construction Adapted To Section |

| perimental

'carried, as If by

Effects At
Orpheum ArelLatest
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OPENING MARKS EPOCH IN CITY HISTORY

Product Of Science

Lighting effects comparable only
to those of the largest and newest
theaters in Los Angeles will trans-
form Orpheum porfermances into a
magic land of color and {llusion,
giving to patrons of the local thea-
ter the utmost that modern theater

iNlumination science and art have
developed,
This was assured through the

emplovment of Claude D. Seaman
of Los Angeles as the lighting en-
gineer,
effects installed at the Carthay Cir-
cle, all the Grauman theaters, the
Warner Brothers, United Arlisis
and Loew's State theaters and the
Pasadena Community playhouse.

“Lighting in the new Orpheum
begins where these others stopped,”
was the comment made by Seaman
when he completed the work. “This
is not just a perfunctory compli-
ment, but it means that continued
development of these effects still
goes on. The newest theater has
the advantage of all previous ex-
periment and trial”

An Outdoor Garden

Regardless of the scientific or ex-
angle, the theatergoers
of Arizona will realize as they are
Aladdin’s magle
carpet, into a new land,
away from the glare of everyday
existence. Designed as a mission
garden with the walls extending
upward along each side, flowers
and vines creeping over the walls,
the Interior of the theater gradually

He supervised the lighting |

far far |

becomes—not a theater—but an
outdoor garden, with bubbling, glit-
tering fountains in arbored alcoves.
Overhead stars peep—not through a
celling—but from a pure blue sky,
twinkling through the clouds float-
ing into endless space. Over the
mission wall, one sees beyond a
| vast expanse richly colored moun-
imln ranges, canyon gorges, with
| glowing sand In the foreground, and
| typical Arizona vegetation.
The magician performing
marvelous transitions will
visible, He will be seated back-
stage. Ilis Aladdin's lamp will be
lone of the most elaborate switch-
| boards ever bullt for theatrical use.
| This remarkable board with endless
combinations of levers, switches
land buttons numbered by the hun-
| dreds, costs approximately $15,000,
' must more than the entire structure
rand equipment of the first Rickards
land Nace theater bullt in Phoenix
| A second switchboard In the base-
ment s operated from the master
board on the stage. Control of
| power, including the heating and
vertilating systems, Is directed
:thrnugh the large board in the boll-
er room.
| Colors Blended and Shaded
Astounding effects produced by
the blending of red, blue and amber
lights allowing an endless series of
combinations and graduations of
color and shade, are made possible
through the more than 2,000 lights
in the theater. With the exception

-
|
Years of experience In architec-|at Nogales, Booker T. Washington
ture ex) tlly adapted to this sec- | school, Phoenix Masonlc Temple, |
tion of the countrs nd to Phoenix | Tempe State Teachers college,
and the aceumulation of a long|training school, Phoenix Country
period of study of characteristic [club, Delos Cooke residence at Ar-
form. has gone into the new Orphe- | cadia, Phoenix Central Methodist
um theater butldhi designed by |church.
Lescher and Mahoney, Phoenix Under construction, buildings de-
architects, who have planned many |signed by the firm Include the|
other prominent structures in Ari- | Phoenix City hall, First Natlonal
ZOnNA. Bank at Mesa, Tolleson High|
Hugh Gilbert, as associate archi-;school, Central Arizona Light and
tect, participated the pli or | Power company warehouse, Crystal
the Orpheum theater [lce and Cold Storage company
Roval W. Lescher came here from | plant, Arizona grocervy and Vance
Buffalo in 1910, Leslie J. Mahoney | brothers bakeries, Knights of Pyth-
came here in October 1922, In 1914 las building and the Kingman grade
John R. Kibbey became associated | school.
with Lescher under the firm name |
uf Lescher and l";.l-!-'}. Joined Il}’

Mahoney who came from Los Ange-
les the partners re-organized under

the name of lLescher, Kibbey and
Mahoney, and when Kibbey left for
Los Angeles in 1522 the firm be-
came Known under its present des-
| ignation

Outstanding structures erected
after designs by the firm of Lesch-
er and Mahoneyv, who have a staff
of 15 architects In their office, ine-
clude: Phoenix Union High school
stadium, Liberal Arts building, St
AMary's Parochial school, St Joe-
seph's hospital, United Verde Hos-
pital at Jerome, United Verde Ex-
tension hotel at Jerome, El Portal
Hotel at Mesa, Sacred Heart church

| advanced Arizona to a leading place

in the theatrical scheme of things.
Shortly after the Sty d was opened
the Lamara changed hande and the

building was razed to make way for
the expansion of Phoenix business
On the =ite the First National bank's
annex was erccted,

East Side Gets Theater

Then ¢came the Ramona theater
4% the enterprise felt that the east
side of the city was large enough
to be entitled to a theater of its
oW n The Ramona has changed
policies since then but it continues
to be the center of activity on East
Washington street, It holds 1,000
PEersone.

In 1421 the Rialto, until the Or-
]'*h"li”t was built the largest theater
in Phoenix, was completed and
opened to the public with a new
policy of vaudeville, pictures and
road attractions,

The need of a dramatie stock
company was filled with the pur-
chase of the Elks theater, the name
of which was changed to the Apa-
che. 'This show house, with a geat-
ing capacity of 700, has been the
scene of stock productions of the
jatest Broadway hits for a long
time.

Action Elsewhere In State

George Mauk, who was among
the early theater men of FPhoenix,
operated the Columbia and the
Amuzu theaters, Rickards and
Nace acquired control of these and
their operation has been under the
of this enterprise since
the change. This transaction
marked the departure of George
Mauk from the amusement world of
Phoenix. although he is still assocl-
ated with such enterprises In other
places.

A complete list of the Rickards
and Nace amusement enterprises in
reveals, besides the Or-
].!'.o-un]_ the following: Fhoenix—
Rialto, Strand, Columbla, Amuzu
Ramona, Apache and the Riverside
Amusement park; 'I'ucsnn—ﬁl\‘.m-lto
and the Opera House; 51"53-—::\110
and Majestic; Yuma — the Yuma
and the Lyric: Somerton—the Som-
Wwinslow—Rialto and Acme.

Arizona

Rickards and Nace have built

for Phoenix a beautiful

ter, original in its treatment of

both color and lighting.
design introduced many

ing problems and the solution
is shown in the delicate effects
which you will enjoy in this

theater.

and, of course, it’s a

New Statg Electric

When
Workmanship are
first considerations
your electrical require-
ments
with you.

these |
not be !

|turf'!l. all the lights are concealed,
poducing Indirect
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He Keeps Wheels Moving |

GTATE BREETS

MAGNIFIGENT
NEW PLAYHOUGE

Eyes of the amusement world to-
night will focus on FPhoenix as
thousands from all parts of the west
gather for the elaborate dedication
program marking the opening of
the Orpheum, a $750,000 structure—

sovereign of the reglon's play-
houses,
The greatest array of wsoreen

luminaries ever to cast glory on a
theater opening outside Los Angeles
wik shine tonight to bring further
splendor to the gem of Rickards
ind Nace theaters. Officlal pres-
entation of the Orpheum will go

o ?Il
‘.
|

:
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! down In Arizona history as the
{ most brilllant gathering of cinema
~ 33 hotables ever to appear with city
: officlals, clvic leaders and socletly
i on any occasion here.
' Gene Redewlll's atmospherie or-
.t/ chestra, playing the overture, will
start the program promptly at 5:30
y O'clock. Doors of the theater, how-
ever, will be opened to the public
, at 7 o'clock to give opportunity for
inspection of the building and to
v avold a last minute rush.
: And that which will be dedicated
3 will remain as a tribute to Rickards
. and Nace, enterprising theater men,
; who have erected a luxurious tems-
. ple to Thespis on what something
, like a year ago was a vacant lot at
the southwest corner of Becond ave-
nue and Adams street. Tonight's
opening will be a brilllant epllogue
to a story of business romance
whose earllest episodes were con-
current with the beginnings of the
motion plcture Industry. It Is not
too long ago for present resaldents
to have forgotten the corrugated
iron “theater” In which the flickers
of former days paraded uncertainly.
The vision of a worthy playhouse
was then born.
Climax Of Gradual! Growth
To hundreds who attend tonight
the realization of this vision will
seem like a mirage which has been
pursued across the desert. To those
who know it will be the climax of
a gradual growth, each stage sur-
mounting the other, keeping pace
with the expansion of clvie and so-

Harry Nace

; ) . cial life in the Cold Spot of
In direct contact with the public of Phoenix and other cities America. I
where Rickards and Nace enterprises are located, Nace is in Looming in the heart of Phoenix’

large degree responsible for the remarkable expansion of the commerciul section, towering
firm's activities during recent years. He is the “man on the structure beckons with a  mighty
firing line” of the firm, and through his direct management of lure. This monument was raised

on the site originally owned by the
Phoenix lodge of the B, P, 0. Elks
No. 335. In 1925 negotiations were
completed and the transaction eon-
summated, which was the founda-
tion stone for the Orpheum theater
as it stands today. A bullding had
been started on the site by the
Elks, then abandoned. Before any-
thing else could be done the con-
crete foundation pillars had to be
torn out, then excavations started.
The steam shovel clawed into the
earth on the corner sometime dur-
ing July of 1927.

In addition to the land purchased
from the Elks, Rickards and Nare
acquired a lot, measuring 60 by
13535 feet, on the west line. The
two lots combined to make a builld-
ing site whose dimensions were
13815 by 150 feet. Covering this
entire site today Is the crowning
achlevement of Arizona's enterpris-
ing showmen—a masterplece of ar-

the exhibition phase of the work, has kept the wheels turning
in 17 amusement enterprises. He is one of the first motion
picture exhibitors to establish in Phoenix. For years he and
Rickards have been awaiting the opportune time for dedication
of a de luxe amusement house.

 Special Room In New Orpheum
Theater Provides Comfortable
Place For Animal Actors

.

A plain concrete cell, approx!-

mately 12 feet square and nearly
as many high, 1s the home of ani-
mal actors when they are not “do-
ing thelr stuff” before the footlights
or being shipped to another “stand.”
This room Is guarded by a heavy
door with a large barred window
for observation purposes. chitecture and construction.
Location of the room Is such that | RBlending harmoniously Spanish,

inimals can be brought to the stage | 1talian, Moorish and rococo archi-
without disturbing performers or |

stage hands.

“What do they do with the animal
acts that play vaudeville when they
are off stage?”

Thia question s answered by A
glimpse into the “animal room"™ be-
low the stage of the new Orpheum
theater,

of a few, placed In handsome fix-

lighting which

(Continued on Page Three)

(Continued on Page Two)

-in the new
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Quality

let wus figure

| Duncan MacDonald

Where Quality is the
First Consideration

ALL

PLASTERING---

including ornamental, acous-
tic, interior and exterior work
—was done by—

Phone 6934

DDING another triumph to our record of achieve-
ment on work well done the new Orpheum Theater
will stand as a brilliant example to our sincere effort to
do the best possible on all lathing and plastering jobs
entrusted to us.
We point with pride to some of the major projects com-
leted in Phoenix and the state during the past year and
Eave under construction, at this time, some of the newer
improvements to be finished this year, 1929.




