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Croll p 0 11 JU orq ll isf! , OrphClf11l Thcate r, Los A II gclcs 
Exce l/l t'd by D. alld J. f , M ora 

? . - . 

The New Orpheum Theater Building, Los Angeles* 
Bv W ILLT f\ M H . ~lILTO j CU NE 

• 

H E1\ th a rchi tec t was ca ll ed up n to Iv e th e p ro bl e lll o f indi ca ting 
to th e pu l lic th at b ehin d a purely c mlll e rcial buil lin g t h e re was 
to I e placed a g rge us and bea utiful rend " o uz f r th e 'Muses, 

th difficu lti s we re pa ramo unt. 
Th e lin e f th e facade we re l1 ecessa ril y determ in ed by th s to re ancl 

ffi ce , and th e rdid characte r o f th ese require m e nt we re s ur Iy fa r fr m 
th ose ca ll cl fo r b r a vaud ev ill e th eater. It, a s . consequ e l1tl y, o nly by th e 
arti tic g r upin and are ful c h :ce o f d tail a l1 d co l rin gs th a t h e could 
g ive t th co mp s iti n th e att ra cti\' en ss a nd haracte r that so fo rc ibly 
tell f th e exi t e nc f th e lage a nd a u d ito r ium a nd espec ially t hat thi s 
tage i ' f r t h mod rn va ud "ill . 

Th facad i r pl e t with coil', but beaut ifully h a rm oni zed, th at 
it , ati fi e the tas te a nd lea,'e, th e spectator d eli g hted wit h t hi ne w v en
ture in p Iye hr me d : ig nin g . Th e O rph e ulll ha th e fi rst lo red facade 
t be e rec te I in L o . nge le . . and ne o f the fir s t in the \\. st , I ts beauti
ful mi- O' lazed te rr a co tta is th e fi rst f it ;; kin d t be made in alifornia 
and th e m , t many co l r d ye t p rod uced in o n bu rnin g . eac h ne w colo r 
fo rm e rl r luirin O' a s parate firin g. 

· I n the ex ec lili 11 o f this work ). [ r. Lan~burgh wa represented hy R. 3 . Young & .son of Lo; 
J\ ngelcs. as resident arch it ects. 

• 
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The .-I rc hil eel (llId 1~ lI g ill tcr 

I h'lml Ilf Rro(ld';,~ 'd)' Froll', Orpln'"", " heM,'r, L os . I "gclt.'.l' 

/?i-: 'crsidc P orl/cu,d Cl'/Jloll ("Sl·t! 

37 

Th e fo ur fi g ures in th e pan els we rc mode led by th e late Do m ing o 
~ro r a , a n emin ent S pJnis h sc ulpto r o f :-\ e lV Yo rk. wh o b ecam e greatly 
inte re, t cd in ~rr. Lans burg-h' e ff rt to d is p la l' ~Iu sic . Song-, o medya nd 
th Da nce in a mod e rn way, . ch a rac t ri s ti c o f th e I'aud e\' ill e , Th e ha nd 
o f th e a rti , t is plainly \'i s ib le in th ex ec utio n o f th e wo rk a nd Mr, Lans
bu r h' co lo rs a re ce r ta inly mos t ha rm nio us , 

Th e . . w ith th e co rni es , pandre ls . k ey s a nd fr eezes, a re we ll 
a nd th e ha rps , b e ll s a nd masks , with th e ir co lo rs a nd c lea n cu t 111 

hal' s ucce. s fully pr du ed th e requi red charac te r , 

tud ied. 
de ll in g , 

T h marqui se o f wro ug ht iro n o l'e r th e ent ra nce , th e w r ug h t iro n 
lamp a nd th e bro n ze fr a mes fini s h th e pi c ture a nd a tt rac t us fo rc ibly 
to th e 111 0 t I eaut iful f lo bbi e, . h a n<l ~om e ly fini s h ed in ex p n. iI' impo rt ed 
l11ar ll e fro m th e Xi le a nd Italy . a 'aen s to n e ,'au lt ed e ilin g- a nd I vely 
b ro n ze fr a m sand ba lco ll\' rai ls , m()~ t luxuria nth' illul11in a ted with I' l'\' 

• • 
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i\l nrq lfisl' of Orp h!'II '" TI,catcr , L os 
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Co .-lIbert Lallsb"rgh, Archit ect 
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O n l(,meli lol Cast /rOll. 8ro ll':: (' Plotl'd PI/ o lograpil Cah nlj'fs , Orl.'IIC1WI "//'t'aft''', L o.f "'"gdc.( 

Executed hy tallforlfln . ,,. tlff,e .\l ctnl and tf ' ,rc (0 ., ,\all FrOll lHtO 

(~ . . 1"'cr' LOIIJbllrf!.It . ,- l re/llteet 
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The _-1 rchifec f alld Ellgilleer 

I),~ f'1J'1 l ~ F CI ),O". Orrlrntlu TIIt"'l!,r, L os .-lngclt-s 

C . .-llb t~rl Lausburgh, Arc"i/t~C r 

beautiful and (wig-inal chandelier:,, _ the c o" tlie~t v f mo:'aic fl oor:" and a box , 

o ffi ce ,,' indo \\' in can'cd marble that without an\- tro uble relie\-e ' u~ o f -
the price o f aclm i,;,;io n and ushers u:" into the mO:'t satisfacto ry and charm-
ing alldi orillm that the \\-e,;t has Yet seen , S ll \'a:-,t. and y et '0 homelike , 

~ - -
that the last ww ,; eems to be o n top o f the o rchest ra leader': rail. so 
decepti\'e is the arrange ment o f the fl oor and so perfect the sio-h t lines 
and accoustics, 

There are l OOO good . co mfortable sea s in the auditorium di\-icled , 
among the o rches ra and parquet sections . two balco nies and thirty -nine 
b()xes. and :' () th a t there m ight be a precipitated ex it in case o f emero-ency . 
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First Floor PICII. , O1'l"/ll'lIllI 7 II(:uft~r. L us . llI gc/cs 
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III re ar tw nty~tw ex it s lea lin g t th larg lat ra l court s a n I t th 
s tr e t . I t h in fr o nt a nd in th e r ar o f th e buildin g. 

The re i certainly n need f a pani c in thi s m 5t fir epro f f bu ildings. 
\' hi ch ha n thin g in it t burn ex c pt th e eats ; e \' n th ' cen ry an ,4 
drape ri e ar tr at d with fir I l' fin g liquid s . and th e entire luildin g . ex~ 
cept abo e th audi ence: . is equil I ed with a n eh rk f fu s ibl e link a ut ~ 
matic prinkl e r which fu . at th e I a t exagg rat d h ea t fr m a fir e and 
q u nch it \ ith . h we I' f wate r fro m th e pr sur tanks a b \'e th e 1'0 f. 
Th entire buildin is f . t e l fram \ it h re inf rced c nc rete fl o r ' a nd 
\\ a ll . 

t th lin es f th e inte r i 1', th cal e. d t a il and c I rin g o f th e d ec()~ 
rat i n • . th e archit c t has sa id t he last \\' rd in mod ern th ea ter d signin g . 
Th ere i no I I ~fa . hi o n d pr ceniul11 a rch r . o unding boa rd; n d Ua l 
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D t·toil (If l 'l'l' t'r B ox es . O rthe .: m T/lcotcr , L o.IO .-In; c."ks 
~. .·Hbt"r t La nsbu rg h . ...l rdu'tf'c t 

• 

I 

compositio n o j the ceiling. but a continuo u - em'elo ped scheme ~o th o r
oughly ti ed together that each element is in its place and each ieature in 
its correct \"alu e. There is nothina- that could be lejt out. no r does o ne ieel 
the necessity to acld a single ieatu re to the cle~ign. The galleries anJ 
balconies are built o n the ca ntil e\"e r principle . \\'ith co lumns well in the 
rea r of the h ou~- e . so that the \"i e \\' is unob~tructed. 

i\'ory h ia-h-. , '"' 
successfulh' 

• 

Th e general co lo r scheme is a \"arm roseate old golcl an d 
lighted with bronze and bu rni shed go ld . which contrasts most 
\\'ith the gendarme blue clraperie and o ld ro e curtain . 

There are se"eral inno\"atio n_ \,"o r th\" o f note . such as the in direct 
• 

lighting clo ne by means o f concealed lights ancl reflecto r artfully hidden in 
the domes and penetratio ns o f the ceilings. 

The heating. \"entilating and cooling o f the audito rium is do ne b, ' a 
'- ..... "- . 

system o f suppl : ' and exhaust fans dri"en by elect ric mo to rs opera ting in a 
plenum ()r air chamber under the auditoriull1 fl oor fo r the supply and 



The ,-jrc/tilecl (llId J7.lIgillc"Cr 

Prosc(' rriulII ~"'lrc", Qrpllclfut 7 hcotl'r, L os . ..Jugdt.' ... 

C . . 1Ibcrt Lau sb urgh , Architect 

ab \' th cc iling, f r th xhau~t. Th e air i th r Lwhly wa hed in coke 
wa her \'c r which a ca taract of water is c n tantly falling for the purpo~ 
o f ridd ing it o f d u "t an I impuritie ", The air i th n driv n 0 \ ' r coole r o r 
i1 ating c il ,a the nece ity may be, and the t I11perature regu lated by 
th e rl11 os tati,' aut mati r g ulat r placed at differcnt pints in th thcat er. 

j\ feature f g r at in t r t to the ladie i the parlor and ret iring room s 
placed o n t1~e 111 zzani ne, I e twe n the rche tra A r and balcony, an I v ry 
acc ible fr m ithe r Icn!. Thi parl o r ha a balc ny r loggia ve rlook
inO" the ntrance lobby, so that the lacli e may await their cscorts and . till 
I e c mpl telyout f th way of the thronO", 

that the men may ha ve the comf rt o f a moke during the entre-act. 
a large and elega ntl y furni hed lung in g r 0 111 ha . been fitted up in the 
ba. l11ent il11l11ediat Iy under the I bby. Th r ar al 0 c at and hat check 
r 111 f r l11en and \V men on each Ao r, and t il ets , la\'at ri es an I retirin g 
r 111 n eac h balc ny and gall ry, 
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Illferior Orl'ltclIlIl Theater, L os Allge/cs, 511 07. jllg Ar,-al/gelllelli of B oxes 
Steam Healillg (111d / 'c llti/nfing illstal/ed by Eugene lIilfl'Y('Y, L os Angeles 

C. Albert, Lallsb"rgh, Architect 

1 ot onl y is th e publ ic comfortably housed, but th e artis t , are ve ry ca re
fu lly cons ide red . T he dressing rooms are models, eq uipped with mirro r , 
electric lig hts, metallic d ress in rr tab les, hot and co ld water, perfect ventil a
tion, and attached the reto are two sho \ er bath, fitt ed up mos t ca re full y, 
one for th e women and one fo r the men. E \ en to t he perfo rming animal 
clo these deta il s continu e, th e re be in g a n especia lly a rra nged den with tanks 
io r th eir ca re. 

Some o f the main po ints o f in terest in th e des ig n a n I con truct ion o f 
the bu il di ng a re : 

Th e lot is 122 x 150 feet. 
The audito rium meas ures 100 fee t in width by 70 fee t in d ptlr, a n I 

aHrage heig ht i 70 feet. 
T he s tage m easures 32 feet in depth and 110 feet in width. 
The proscenium a rch i' -to feet wide by 38 fee t hi o-h. 
The g ridiron i en t irely of steel, a nd is 70 feet above the tao-e. 
T he cost o f t he buil di ng is about 350,000. 

• 

l ts 
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• 

C .. 4Ib"rt LOIlsbllrgll, Architect 

• 



Tilt: .-1 rcllitect alld Ell u;lIecr 

LalJil"s· Parlor Or-rheum T!Jeat~r. 
Plurntinf! ~)" Jam,"s W. H,"lIman 

, 

Ll's .-l ng€ks 
Los An eI~s 

• 
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Detail o f Proscenium A rch. Orph elfHl. Th eater, Los Augclcs 

• 

Delotl of CeilJ'ug, Orplleum Theater, Los AtJgl'll's 
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Progress Photo of OrphclIIH Theater trltclurol Steel n"d 
b)' Llc'well)lu J rOil 11 'orks, L os A ugdes 

Elc7'otors 
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.1Inin Stage. 'u.:ftdlboard. OrJtltt!IItIJ TI,co/t·Y. l-tls I ul!'"/t.·s 11I.<la/lcd by .lIa.r D. Boron 
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Indiret"' Lrgll/l1Ig Fixture ill J/ain L obby. Orphcum Theater, Los .-lHgelCS 
.1" Fixl:lr,',,· .\JcUlIlfdctun'd alld j"sta/lrd by [llamas Do)' Comtoll)', Sail FranCIsco 

C . . ~/b"t Lallsbllrglr, .~rc/lltcct 
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Comedy DOllce 
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,\1 usic 
Fo"r Puud ... 011 Exlt"rior of Orfthcum Tlll'oter, .Hodd"d 

An . .-hitectur-al Fuu"Il'C hy Gladt/Plg, .llcB,',ul & CO"'''"II)' 
by Domwgo 

C. 
.11 ora. 
.llb,'rl 

alld Executed in 
Lallsbllrgll. Arc/llt r e l 


