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William Field wants to 
turn an X-rated 
theater into a 
vaudeville showplace 
and a deserted club 
into a hot nightspot. 

By BE NICE STENGLE 
Tribune Busine . W · ler 

, 

Ask William Field about Tampa. 
"This town is going to bave tbe 

greatest boom in the country. t 

Ask him about Ybor City. 
"The revitalization of the thea er 

dish iet wil bring lite back ... ' 
hen, as him about himself. 

"rm an optimistic person. ban 
on the future." 

Field's aspiratlo are conta-
gious. 

A hou with h m, and one can 
enVision a block of deteriorating 
structures turned nto a Quain Vic
torian v"lIage of prof tonal offices 
A rundown. porno-film house be
comes a first-run mov.ie theater itb 

• 
vaudeviUe sbo And a arge, 71-
year-old landmar to with off-
Broad ay productions first-ela$ 
restaurants and tu Sa rday night 

.: Ilou . 
RE D "I ave ve ambibou lans," 

Fie d said. 
Earlier tb mon, eld paid 

325,000 for tile tz d It eatre, 

1503 E·. Seventh Ave., in Ybor ·City. 
In October, he and partner carol · . 
Vigd~rtllan will. purchase the Centro 
Espanol club, 1536 E. Seventh Ave., 
also in Ybor City, for 500,000. He 
bas plans to restore both. 

Meanwhile, Field bas begun the 
flJ"St part· of a 1 million renovation 
of seven homes he owns with an· 
other partner on a Hyde Park block. 

In that neighborhood, seven de
teriorated homes - the oldest dat
ing to 1889 - Will be restored to 
their original Victorian design and 
leased to professionals and busi
nesses for office space. 

Field plans to landscape the area 
- bounded by Hyde Par Avenue 

. on the east, Cedar Avenue on the 
west, Grand Central Avenu on the 
no and Oeveland Street 0 the 
south - wi a fountain i a par • 
like setting. 

In Ybor City, Pte d . 1 renovat 
the R tz, most reee tly a XXX-rated 
movi ouse and c ange it to a fi -
run movie theater tb lYe eote -
talnmen uch as va devi Ie sho 
The Centro Espano) 11 become an 
entertainm nt faci"ty ith resta .. 

• 
ran and a theater 

"Theater is the heart and soul of 
the city • said Field who has dab
bled in acting and sung on ~!:II 
the Florida Lyric Opera. 

H' friends and colleagues are 
not surprised tha eld BO avowed 
supporter of Tampa' arts commu .... 
ty bas tackled suc sensitiv pro 
eels. ey describe him as a b i 

boll moo 
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. 
emotions than shrewd calculations. 
However, such gut feelings, said one, 
otten tum to profits. 

S~d Field, "I made money 
througb the appreciation of proper
ties io F1orid~ and I believe in put
ting it back in tbe state." 

About 1 0 years ago, Field and a 
partner trom New York purchased 
eigbt stI uc ures - seven homes and 
a carriage house - on the block in 
Hyde Par . They paid abou 25,000 
apiece for the rundown homes Field 
said, which be estimates are now 
worth about · 50,000 eac - before 
renovation. 

The born are on a block of land 
zone to b.igh-rise construction, 
near the University of ampa and in 

e area lng retetJ ed to as Down-
o West. The 0 dest one, whic 

haS nine lreplaces and a carriage 
house. as uUt in 1889. ogether, 
they pr nt about 25,000 square 
lee of pot en 81 0 ce pace. 

Wit . n e past our months, 
eld bas renovated one of e Victo-

rian c u on 217 Hyde Par 
ve" ulng elaborate oodwor 

and trying to restore the house to its 
original mag - comple e ith 
transoms and sasb indo s that ca 
stU be opened. 

On e neigh ring. and oldest 
house ea· moved a storetron 
wh' ch · as added in e 930s, and is 

partng to gin - or on 't. 
Of c fo · NOllnandy Inv -

m n Co. Fi Id' v loping finu. 

• From Page 2E 
are now housed in the renovated 
building, and he will eturbish the 
,other buildings as he gets demand 
trom potential tenants. Field envi
sions a courtyard with fountains in 
the space behind the buildings and 
hopes the office .space gains 8' repu
tation as a unique location. 

UI believe eventually it could 
command as high a rent as down
town," be said. 

He bas also begun work on the 
500-seat Ritz Theatre, which be 
plans to open by January. 

Field said the building, which in
cludes six storefronts and ~igbt, 
apartments, may cost between. 
$300,000 and $400,000 to renovate. 

His most ambitious undertaking 
is the Centro Espanol club, which he 
believes will soak up millions of dol
lars before it is completed. '. 

The 71-year-old structure, with 
21,000'square feet of space, has been 
regarded by more than one person 
as the u gem of Ybor City." 

The . center, when completed, 
will have restaurants and a theater, 
and Field already is searcliing for 
potential, . "high-calibre'~ tenants . 


