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Two views of the Venetian th~atre, Milwaukee, Wis. This is the fir st atmospheric 
& Frank, Milwaukee architects and is operated by the Milwaukee Th eatre Circuit. 

type theatre in the state. It was des igned by Peacock 
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Wisconsin's First Atmospheric Theatre Is Opened in Milwaukee 

WISCONSI N'S fir st real atmospheric 
picture palace, the Venetian, the Mil­

waukee Theatre Circuit's newest neighbor­
hood h ouse, which was fo rmally opened to 
Milwaukee theatregoe rs on Fnid ay, March 
18, is said to be one of th e mos t modern 
and beautiful motion picture houses in the 
No rthwes t. 

The theatre, which was erected at a cost 
of more than $500,000, is located at the cor­
ner of Thirty-seventh and Cente r st ree ts, 
in the hea rt of one of Milwaukee's most 
thickly popula ted residential distri cts. The 
building has a f m ntage of 96 feet on Cen­
ter stree t, and 120 feet on Thirty-seventh 
stree t The a rchitectural scheme of the 
theatre is ca rri ed out in I ta lia n Renais­
sance style. T he exterior is done in bu ff 
terra cot ta with the cente r po rtion, directly 
above the entrance, in red face b ri ck, the 
two-tone effect making the building one 
of the mos t impressive st ructures in th e 
city. The center port ion of red face bri ck 

KID DIES "MATINEE" GIFfS 

-
100·GIFT NOVELTY TOYS with a 
5c to 15c retail value assorted in 

a box for only $3.00 
Our Catalog offering 1.000 and ONE 
kinds of novelties, and celebration goods 
in general is free. 
Send for BOTH at once, and let us Intro­
duce ourselves to your entire liking. 

BRAZEL NOVELTY MFG. CO. 
. 30 Ella St., Cincinnati. O. 

P eacock & Frank, A rchitects 

is fl anked on either side by th.ree rope 
moldings of highly ornamented te rra cotta. 

* * * 
The theatre entrance, ove r which is sus-

pended a huge canopy des igned to offer 
adequate protec tion du r i n g inclement 
weather, i s loca ted in the cente r of th e 
build ing, and is approxima tely 25 fee t in 
wid th. T wo sma ll sto res occupy the space 
on each side of the entrance. Surmounting 
the canopy is a large elect ri c sign, which 
can be seen fo r -blocks east and west a long 
Cente r stree t The theatre, including th e 
main a uditorium, balcony a nd mezzarun e, 
will accommodate 1,500. Com fo rtable seats 
of the most mode rn type have been in­
sta lled by the VVisconsin Chai r Co., P ort 
W ashington, Wis. 

The interior of the buil ding bespeaks 
the beau ty of an Ita li an garden, bathed in 
moonlight a nd beautiful with fl owers, 
shrubs and t r-ees. The azu re blue of a V ene­
ti an sky a t dusk is represented in the a rched 
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711 S. Dearborn St. Chicago, 

ceil ing, and a special cloud machine, one 
of the few in the Northwest, creates a 
so ft cloud effect, while behind thi s screen 
of vapory light twinkling sta rs a re created 
by still another device. Surrounding the 
ga rden a re wa ll s, gateways and palaces 
aglow with the soft light of many lantern s 
hidden throughout the aud ito rium. Along 
the wa lls a re hung heavy blue and wine 
colored drapes, that add an atmosphere of 
courtly splendor. The wall s a re done in 
heavy panels, etch ed in go ld. 

* * * 
T o achi eve the atmospheri c e ffect, an in­

t ri cate elect ri ca l system has been insta lled 
in the thea tre. This consists of more tha n 
a thousand small refl ectors operated on a 
se ri es of dimmers. The audi to r ium itself 
is lighted by huge fl ood lights, concea led 
in coves to give indirect refl ec tion, and 
thus create a t rue night effect. T he en tire 
audito rium illuminat ion is controll ed from 
a specia l switchboa rd, and is enti rely sepa-
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ORGANS 

Are "Custom Built" and 
for the smaller theatre, 
meet every requirement of 
QUA LIT Y and PER· 
FORMANCE. 

Write for Details 

Schaefer Organ Co. 
Slinger Wisconsin 

Organ Builders Since 1875 
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Buy Unnecessary Capacity? 
Vall en N oise less Curtain Controls and Tracks are designed to 
meet your specific requirements. 

The Vallen Curtain Contro l is the Superlative of P erfection in 
the manipulation of curtains in any desired manner. This con­
trol is standard equipment with the leading ci rcuits. 

The Vallen Junior Curta in Cont ro l is des igned fo r lighter work, 
at less cost of operation, but built with the same care and sold 
under the same guarantee. 

Vallen Noiseless Tracks are not make-shi fts, glued or nailed 
together; they are scient ifically bui l,t, th ei r flexibility and light­
ness in design, yet durable and r igid const ruction, making them 
easi ly adaptab le to any stage condition. 

Va ll en N oiseless Curtain Controls and Tracks represent the 
accomplishment of engineers who have spen t years in this spe­

cial fi eld experts whose skill has won the admiration and gratitude of show­
men in practically every coun try of the world, yet they cost no more than 
ordinary equipment. 

V ALLEN ELECTRICAL COMPANY 
225 Bluff Street , Akron, Ohio 

Write fo r detai ls 
-Learn the Cost 
-It is surpri sing- REMOTE ELECTRU: 

ly small. I:URTA'N I:ONTROL 

Have you re­
ceived you r 
"Quiet Book?" 

UIPMENT 

The "Warner" Variable Speed Projector Motor 
Speed 
Control 
Handle • 

110 volts, Z6 to 60 cycles 

Lf 
Newest 

and 
Best 

MUSIC STAND 
Patented 

Standard for 
An 

Send for Our New 
Booklet 

UBERTY MUSIC stAND CO. 
1960 E. 116th St. Cleveland, O. 

Speeds 
150 R. P. M. to 4000 R. P. M. 

Speed control entirely self con­
tained within motor. . 
No external control necessary. 
Speed variations accomplished by 
simply moving the handle as 
shown in cut. 
Hundreds of theatre owners have 
replaced constant speed motors 
with "Warner·· variable motors. 

W rite for bulletin 

The Wigginton Company 
434 North Church Street 

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 
A lso Ventilating Frms and Blowers. 

prepared by us 
get the public 
interested in 
your shows. 

Let us stnd you 
some sampLes. 

THE NATIONAL 
PROGRAM & PRINTING CO. 
72980. Wabash Ave. - Chicago 

A view of the upper promenade of the new 
Venetian theatre, Milwaukee, Wis. 

rated fro m the in tricate system of stage 
li ghting. The most modern heat control 
system, which distributes fresh, wallHed air 
evenly to all por tions of the building, has 
been installed in the new Venetian. 

The mezzanine of the theatre is reached 
by two large stairways located on either 
side of the spacious lobby. Here are found 
two commodious lounges j oined by a beau­
tiful promenade. Opening off the lounges 
a re large smokiing and re tiring rooms for 
ladies and gent lemen. These rooms a re 
furnished with Italian pieces, and the walls 
hung with brilliant brocades and velvets. 

The Venetian boas ts one of the finest 
projection rooms in the state, Motiograph 
De Luxe proj ectors and other equipment 
hav ing been installed by Roy Langford, 
head o f the Wisconsin Theatre Supply 
Company. 

The stage setting is unique, inasmuch 
as it is one of two or three installations 
in this country of a new fabric especially 
designed fo r thea.t rical use. It consists of 
hand-blocked velvets of brilliant colors, 
bordered with bands of rhinestones. The 
dominating color is burnt orange flashed 

. with j ade g reen. The main close-in cur­
tain is of black velvet embossed with gold 
a nd set with brilliants. A large Wurlitzer 
o rgan, the chambers of which are located 
on opposite sides of the auditorium, re~ 
resent the fronts of palaces, the sound 
coming through handsome bronze gates, 
which a re . set in the second-story arches. 

The stage section of the theatre is com­
plete in every detail and has a large unit 
of dressing rooms and private rooms for 
organists and musicians. Elaborate coun­
ter we ight systems provide easy handling 
of large scene ry, the whole of which is 
safegua rded by an asbestos curtain and a 
modern sprinkler sys tem. 

Peacock & Frank, a Milwaukee archi­
tectural firm, des igned and planned the 
building for the Milwaukee Theatre Cir­
cuit, the Wisconsin division of the Uni­
versal chain. 

A CORRECTION 
In the March 19 issue of "Better Thea­

tres," among the listings of various manu­
facturers who installed equipment in the 
Roxy theatre, an error was made in the 
address of the Royal Projection Screen 
Company, Inc. The address of this firm 
should have been given as 910 Manhattan 
Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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