MADAME PATTPS THEATRE
AT CRAIG-Y-NOS,

OPENING CEREMONY

AN OPERA WRITTEN, COMPOSED,
AND ACIED BY SWANSEAITES,

[FROM OUR SWaNSEA REPORTER.]

I scarcely know what the status of Swansea may
be in the musical and artistic world. Anyone
attempting to treat of the musicel taste and
powers of the people of Swansea would guickly
find himself involved in a mass of contradictions,
It i3 cevtsin that musicnl caterers do not find
Swaneen to be a first-class cnncert town, and the
asserinn thnt “pothing better than & nigger
minstre! pexformance will draw good houses” does
somelimes find exewplification tlere. Yet there
is any amount of musical lifein the town, and it

would really seam difficult to anyone who kuows
Swansen to put one's finger upon any town
in the kingdom of its size which containg within
itself more materinl for musical and operatic com-
hination, 4t any rate, I know of no town which
lag at the present moment a well-trained, wells
dressed, and fairly efficient amateur opera com=
pany performing (not once, but often) operas
written and composed in the town, and perforin-
ing them in such a manuner as to wia tie hearty
approval and sympathy of the public.

Swangea amafour talent scored decisively at
Madameo Palti’s new theatre at Craig-y-Nos Castie
on Thursday night. It i3 & thing requiring no
slight degree of courage to trust one's musical
works to amateurs, but that a man of the well«
known musical acumen of Mr, W. F. Hulley should
present his work through such means before the
Queen of Song and her attendant satellites, and
that amateurs should be found to face such
critics they did on Thursday, are facts suff-

ciently indicative of the efficiency with which the
wnining has been done bLeforshand. To suy lite-
rnlly that the performnance paesed off * without a
hiteh ” 33 not to use a convenient and hackneyed
phrase, but to describe accurately the course of
events on the occasion of the opening of the
theatre,

THE JOURNEY TO CRAIG-Y NOS,

I formed one of the party of 70 persons which
iravelled viz the Midiand Railway to Craig-y-Nas,
by the invitation of Madame Patti-Nicolini, on
‘Thursday evening, and I wish to describe exactly
the occurrences of the eventful evening. ‘The
members of tho opern company, consisting of
middle-clnss young men and women évidentiy on
the very beat of terms with jone another, were
entering upon a big task with evident liglitness of
heart, XEither they were conscious of the efficacy
of the last rehearsal, or they knew by experience
the kindness of the Lady Bountiful at the * Reck
of tha Night.” 'The latter they certainly did, for
they wore a8 conspicuously aa thay possibly could
do the very tasteful jawellery presented to each of
them by Madame Patti-Nicolini when they per-
formed Mr. Hulley's other opera, “'The Rustic,” at
Craig-y-Nos not very long since, This time, how-
aver, they were bent on eclipsing their previous
offort, for were they not assigned the important
twsk of formally “opening ” the new theatre which
Madame Patti, at a cost of some £5,000, has
attached to her munsion with the view of giving
charity conceris at various times in the future?
The feeling of curiosity with regard to the new
thentre was intense, Axrived at Penwylit, the
party found all the available carriages belonging
to the castle waiting to convey them down the
couple of miles of 1oad, which Madame Patti
has made at her own expense, to Oraig-y-Nos.
Atout hall the party travslled on fcol, but all
arrived at the castle about six o’clock, and had the
opportunirty of inspecting the additions to the
castle before * the dregsing-bell vang.” The chief
recent additions nre the mew winter garden and
the tlieatre, but tlie mansion has been nearly
doubled in size since the old tenancy. The appli-
cation of the electric light by the Wenham Lamy
Company was, perhaps, the most jnteresting
fvature, and how besutiful and convenient thif,
light can hecowno was suffiviently illustrated by the
manipulations of br.- Bergthiel and Mr, Lowtie,
who evidently had the ingtallation under splendid
conteol.

THE THEEATRE.

The theatre was, of course, the principal object
of admiration. Madame Patti has spent some
£5,000 on this structure, which probably would
not have cost more than half the amount in a
more accessible region. The theatre is not s
particulurly bandsome building, and in its unde-
corated stats leoked alinost plain, Its appearance
drpended nlmost extirgly upon Corinthinn colums
and pilasters set into the walls, the lower portion
briny Renaissance work in mezzo-relievo. Round
the frieze are placed the names of great lite¥ary
and musical celebrities, Rossini's name occupying
the centre of the prosceniuim.Thers is a amall, plain
gnliery ot the oappozite end. The siage
is the feature of the building. For the size of thie
place it is a magnificent structure, and a peep at
the mechanism below showed that no expénse had

been spared in obtiining the latest improvements. °

The curtain contains a mageificent painting of
Madame Patti-Nicolini as Semiramide driving a
chiariot and pair. The side curtains are of peacocl
blue plush. The stage is lighted by abont 240 in!'

candescent electric  lamps, tha  footlight!:
buing of wvariously coloured glnss, b}-:
which effects can be instantaoeously prd.

duced by switching tn or out of eircuvt
The orchestra is sunk below the ordinary levé ),
and the floor is made to Jift level with the siafee,
converting the theatre immedintely into & f.ne¢
baliroom. The thedtre isunsented, except by of edi.
nary movable American chairs, velvet covered,

THE AUDIENCE.
Natunlly, having viewed the theatre, the pext
thing about which the company wers, soli-

citous was who were o compos/, the
audieace.  From Mr. Heck, the Jadefuti-
gabls and courteous steward, I & .scovered

that Madame Patti and Signor Ni/:olini ar¢
entertpining n large party at the caf tle includ.
ing Me. R. Nicolini, Miss Nicolini, Sif.nor Arditi
the well-knowg comyposer ; Signor &/vdin, jumor
Miss RHarvey, the celebrated Americas )actress; Mr
and Mrs. Kingston, of London; Bey'c and Frauleir
Kuhe, Signor Bonetti, Miss Cobien, San Franciseo
Mr. and Mrs. Augustus Spaldin'g, Mr, and Mrs
Knighton, Mr, Barii, and Miss Etz uler, Amnng thi
compnny invited from the distris:t were the Players
of Clydach and Ys:alglera, Adr, and Mrs.J. B
Moore, Mr.and Mrs. H, N. Mif.rs, Dr. Thomas, ty
Goughs, of Ynyscedwyn; Mr, Flower, Neath; and
Mr. Burtlett, Neath, :

THE PERFOV.MANCE.

Madams Tatti- Nicolini, ¥aperbly dressed, enteyac
the room, carciully escorting a delicate lady friémd
and took her seab 1o the front row of chairs, Al
the other seats were quickly occupied by (ha fong
trnin of guests which tollowed, and shortly, afte
eight o’clock Mr. Hulley waved his bé.mn,"{md tie
first bars of the opera were produced’, ¢ Thy
Constgunrd” was the first of My, Hulley"

ambitious operatic - attempts, The words
b-ing writen by an agknowldjdwed bnel
like Mr. J. C. Manning, will Ja%and ptbe

test of reading, but it is, I farey, the music alone
which has won the opera its l¢cal propularity, The
central figures ure Leonie (the /gipsy gueen), Clarina
her dnughter, and the Smugglier King. The piot it
somewhat §liglnt and by ©io means novel. It i:
unra\ elled in Lwo sceoes, gne being the haunt of
the coastguards and the gypsies and the other that
of the smugglers. The, coastguard sets out Lo
capture the smugglers at, the instance of the Gigs,
Queen, who desires io this way to wreak a love
vengeance on the king of the garg. As a reward,
the captain is to fYeceive .the hand of the
gipsy Clarina, whofe identily i3 s  mystery,
known only to tile Queen, her * kidnapper.”
This identity is clgared up in the course of the
evening’s adventuds by means of a lost locket, and
the Kng, who proves to be Earlof Templedale,
receives a dauglger and an old sweetheart at the
same time. TheSmuggier band capitulate withous
a blow, and allends happily. Upon this hangs a
two-Liour enteftainment, and if the critical guésts
found the secsnd act at times incongruous, if not
bordering on‘the tedious; they algo observed that
the vivacity of - the actors. and cliorus and the
brightness of tho music seemed to make up for the
defect. Almost at the opeuing of the act the elimax
is senched by the ideatification by the King
of his daughter. Buf, to enable the opers
to proceed 1o respectable length, the principal
characters mysteriously disappear till a Jater
stage, and all the farce of ghostly appearances,
conflicts beiween smugelers and coastguards,
and g0 on proceeds without any reason which is
apparent to the audience, This might be easily
obviated by a re-arrangement, and nothing ‘would
be lost by a further effort to maintamn clearness
and eonuinuity in the stery. The following was

the cast:—

.Stie and Mr. Crewg mads an excellent

Cap tain Percival (H.M. Constguard). Mr. George Créws
Smuggler King (Skipper of the ** Vampire”)
Mr. Edwin Jones,
Cox’n Jack (ip ebarge of the Blue Jackets) T
‘ My, Gilbert D R
Pﬂﬂsll Bé&dlq ".........m..u...mm.......Ml‘. Pred.' Daéf:)!a'el:.
Jobany Figtail (Cook and Bleward to the Bmugglers)
Mr, Fred. Tunbridge,
Jasper (Chiel Officey of the ** Vamipire )
Mr. Staart Thomp:=on.

Algi'e lr '<Tcurlst,) LA AR PR R L] Mr. Campbell Thoms'

Gussy . Mr. Ban Howells,
Eirst Caast@uardsmin weeioorescencans Mr, R, Brophy,
First Bmuggler .......cccoeicrssnsssnresserersnes MT: B J. JONES,
Leonie (the Gipsy Queen).........Madameé Pollie Jenkins,
‘Olarina (the Gipey Queen’s adopted davihter)
. Miss Rjlen:Tymnit,
Sybil } o a  /asessenyiive 5Mjsa Belia: Prancis:
Marie [ (Gipsy Maidens)............ Miss Lydia Bailey.
Bet-t.lua_; L& .o sesssmearen | DEIBH ] aguis Take,
Chorua  of Gipsy Maidens, Ocastguardsrnen, and

| . Smugglers. - ' :
After tha opening chorus dnd song the conpgny

‘gradually’ got: accustondad to their surroundings

and sang with confidesre, Misd Flynn first, how-

‘éver, aroused sympathy £y lier careful and confi-

dent rentering of “ Why 12 1y Nedrt 5o Jonely.”

' and Mr. (rewg mads an excellent impres-
ston Inter on in the evening in the smig and duet
“ Life’s Guiding Star,” " iiss Pollie Janking 33 i
excellent voice and was grestly complimented vy
inadame at the close for her rendering of the con-
tralto songs in the opera. The tambourine dance
enabled the ladies to show off their beautiful
costumes 1o ndvantego in the changing colours of
the electric light, and, as the dance was wei! done,
they wers greeted with heavly applausa, The three
chorusea by Jack (Mr. Gilbert Davies) and
the constguard in the  first act sre
amongst the most lively imensures, and they all
went swinginely. The acting of Mr. IFred Dowwmnan
as the Parish Beadle was toally excelient, The
second act introduces tiie sinugglers »3 a third
chorus, with at Jeast two new cliraciers, the King
and Johnny Pigtail. The King was impersonated
by Mr. Edwin Jones, whn iias, prrhaps, the two
best kongs in the opera in his part. His sonorous
voice was heard to ndvantage. The part of Johnny
was lalien by a lively yuung gentleman, Mr, I
Tunbridge, who did everything—including bhis
comic song, * Coolie Foo "—to the evident satis-
faction of the audience, Tie © tourists,” who
completed the quartette c¢f funny men in the
caste alsc made the most of their parts. Taking
it altogether, the choruses were, perhiaps, the best
rendared portions of the opera, but the perfor- |
mance was remarkable for the verve and vigoue
with whicl everythingwas done,and which lifted 7t
far above ordinary amateur productions. Amoryst
thie orchestra was Mr. John Sguive, who act4Q as

leadey,

PRRESENTATION TO MADAME FATTI.
At the fall of the curtain Mr. W, F. HULF Y rose,

raigey-Nos the company had concocled a little
plot to surprise Madame Patti-Nigislint on her
veturn from  Awmerica. He th#pn produced
n framed and illuminated addrese, ‘whieh thanked
the diva for her kindness to tha operulic troupe,
congratulated heron her contivued successes in
America, snd offered her tho best wishes for the
future. )
Mr, Augusrus SPALDING, wWho respondsd, said he
was sure he could not express half os gracefully
a3 Madame Pani-Nicolini could have done her
thanks for the honour they had dons her. He
could oot fail to observe by her countenance,
however, tliat evening how pleased she had been
at the very satisfactory performance they had
witnessed, and how she appreciated the great com-
pliment they had subsequently conveyed to her
ihat evening. _
The company were subsequently photographed
on the stage. They then partcok of a substautial
supper in the conservatory before leaving to jnin
the specinl train which Madame Putti had arranged
for their convenience to start ot 1230. During
the meal Madame Patti entered the room, looking
her best, and was received with rounds of
npplause, She singled out Miss Flynn gnd
Madame Pollie Jenking for special notice, avg
preised their voices in highly encouraging terzag,
The party then broke up nnd departed, by

satisfaction and pleasure ab the eveninis ex.
periences,
THE BUILDING OF TF/E THFEATRE, :

Mention of those who wera concetsed in ‘the
erection and fitting of the &theatre sheiald be made
vefore 1 cluse. 'The architects ‘spere Messrs.
Bucknall and Jennings, of Swunse 4 and London,
who bave arranged alsg the stafs fittings and
scenery. The builder was Mv. "H. Smith, of
Kidderminster. 'The scenery wu's painted by Mr.
W. Haim, of London; the elec/yic lighting sup-
plied by the Wenham Ligki¢ Compeny; the
curtrins were supplisd by Mf, D. C. Jonss, of
Swansea ; the furniture by M rssrs. B. f€vins nnd
(o, of Swnnsea; the deccjrations by Messrs.
Jackson and Sons, of Lond()n; aud the healing

apparstus by Me. Legg, of S gvansea.

and said thab sinca their lust perfoirnance at |

special train for Swansen, expregsing the giiaatest -
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