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FA'1TI'S THEA'l'RE 
CRAIG-Y -N OS. 
---

OPENING C~REMONY 

'IlI.E TKEATB'R. I Cap tRio Perolval (H.M. O(Jastgu:trd),.Mr. George OreW8 
The the tre WA~t of CDUrS(), !.},e ptincipal object Smll&!gler ii'io'g (~kipper of the '·':atnpire: ') 

of nrlminltioll. Manama P'ltti bas spent some ' . Mr: Edwtn J'one3·. 
£5,000 on this st.ruct.ure, whioh probnbly would Oorn Jack (in cbarge of the 1UIle Jacket,,) '. 
nlJt hnve cost more than half tIle amount in a. t) ' . ' ' M~" Gi~~tt D~vl~5. 
mora aocessible rtlgion. The the,Bt,re is not fl .... "rlsll Beadle u ................... .,. ......... Mr. Pred. DQ.Wtnan. 

Johnny Pigti\i! {Oook n.h~ Steward to the 8mugglenl 
particuitu'ly bnodsoil'l9 buildjn~, nnd in its und~ " Mr, }i'rect. 'J.'llllbridge. 
corated slats 1(lol{ect alloo:l t. plarn. Its nppcaran('e Ja9p~r (Cllier Om~r:lf be .. VampIre. ') I - _ . 

I A.N OPEP~ WRITTEN, COMPOSED, 
I AND ACTED BY SWANSEAlTES. 

--
f FnOH OUR SW /, NSU "RE1?OR l'EB. 1 

1 RCtlrcoly know what the status of Swan el\ ma.y 
be in tllo lllu9icat nod artistic world. Anyone 
attempt ing to treat of the tllusicnl taste and 
powers of the ooopIC! of Swnns~ would quickly 
twd flimself involved in a mass of contradictions, 
It is cectnin tha.t musicr,1 caterers do Dot :fiod 
SWA.n~en to be n first"class Ct>neert tOWD, Bod the 
nssBTtinn thnt "not-bmg hetter thnn ~ nigger 
minstrel performance will draw good hou .. ea" does 
sometimes find exemplificlltion thet'e. Yt!t tlJel'e 
is any amount of Ulusicnl life in the towo, an(nt 
would really seom difficult to anyone who knows 
Swansen. to put onc's fi nger upon any ti.1wn 
in the kino-dotll of lts size which contajns within 

~ . 
itself !llOre material for musical and opel'ntio com-
hinlltion. At a.ny rote, I know of no town whiell 
hns at lhe pl'8Seot; moment a,. welJ·tr~inell. well. 
dreseeu, Bnd fairly efficient EUl)(\laur opera com­

pany performin~ (not once, but ollen) operBs 
writton und composed io tbe towD, and perlor'II," 
i nlr them in such a manner as to win tile hearty o 
approval and sympathy of the public. 

Swansea. • ama~oUl' talent scored decisively ut 
Madamo Patti's Dew thencro at Ctaig·y-Nos C~L]e 
nn ThursdAY night. Ie is a thing l'equiring no 
slight d~01'ee of courage to t.rust 01ll~'~ music 1 
warles to amateur~ but that B mnn of the welt .. 
known tDusica)acumoo of Ml' W. F. IIulley should 
present his wOl'k tht'oughsuch means beroes the 
Queen of S,mg nod her at.tendant &ataHitag, and 
Wilt arnl\tel1rs should be found to face 8uch 
cd.1 iea ther did on Tbul'sday, a.ra facts suffi· 
ciently indicatjve of the efficiency wjtl~ which ~h€ 
ruining ha.t\ been done lIeforehi\nd. To slIy }rte· 

mll\1 that the pel'fol'mnnce pa~sed off n without 8 
hitch' i8 not to usa 4 conVOnlen nnd hn.ckne)t$~ 
phra~e. but t.o describ~ accuraLeJy the course oi 
events 00 the occasion of the openio~ of thE 
I heatre. 

l,.pended aJmost enlirely upon Corint,hinn colum n@ . , .. ~r. StU1\n Thomp!'on. 
:'I 'J t ' t· t tl 11s tl e 10 00. porlir. AfR,ie} (T _ J 10_) { Mr. CampbeJl1·hoIXlRS. ~ncl pl Il~ era se In 0 18 \Vn , 1 W ~riIVn GusSy our ~~ ............... Mr. ~n . .l:foweHs. 

bllintl,T Renaissance \Vorle in mE'-zzo~renevo. .R, O1tnd t!'. C t d . 11., R B 
-0 d h £ t I .fa. ..L,,~r~t oas gHRr srn," •• ......................... ,,,r. . ropby, 

the frieze are plRce 1 e nllDl,es 0 gl·e9. Ite. tv :E)n Srnu6.~ler ................ .-.............. : .... M"r; E ; J. JOJle!. 
nnd mu~iclLl celebtitie.q, Rossini's name OCCUP:.9ing I Leo~je (th~ Gipsy Queen') .: .... , ... ~~;un'~ po.Ilie Jeukhis. 
the cantt'e of tbe pl'oscor ium.Thera 18 AI amaH, pllliu IOIRrma (t,ile Glpey Queeu'e adopted d;l'f~bter) 
gnllel-y af the 0Pflo~ j l e end. 'rhe , sInge · Illi.! .FJlen:l!)Ymr. 
. th f tu e of tile buildiflQ' For the' s;z.a of l l)a I Sj~~) . .. . . , . • .......... J w~.~ Be)~~' :Pr~ncis. 
15 e ea r 0' Q !I~l1e , fr,. «7",)' ~rmdens} ............ a.l\fi~;'JlL Q.~ :.Hd~ey'. 
plR{'e it is a magni ficent st l'UCtute, and 1\ peep al. ~ttfrt~ . .~ ', . ............. t Ml~~ . ' t;~It' . r~H~ ... 
the mechanism below showed that no e.~p n'Se IlBd C~'~ri1S or GIpsy ~,",d.e~s. , G('oa:!~t'~~ altrr."ri~ .aria 
been spared in obe,,;ning the latest impro,vements. : amngg:ters. ·' . ,. '. 
The curtain conhdns a mAgnificent piioting of , A'-fter. tb-;l openinj. chol'us' ari~ song) 1ie. eo'J\kP.(ni 
Mada.me Pattl ·Nicolini RS Semirllmide driving fI ,~ g adUBUy ' got I. nccustoJ.l(eo· to . tlieir S\il:l:o'un'dili"~ii 
cbariot and pilir. The side curtains fU'e of pP.'RCOCUI j 8,:,d. SLt.llg .w~tt, ~Otifi,d'~Di!~" . ~~ ~iDri.1i!st;,~~~ 
blue plush. 'fhe stllge is liehted bV a}.;oot 240 jnll, ever, arouse~ sytnpatby C\~ Jre: ~reru1 and oonfi. 
c[lodescent elect,ric Inmps, the foo\llgh : l d~Dti ' reb~I:i'n~ of" ", \\'h1 is ' U?Y l~:irt. -so I')nel~.n 
buinlY of variou IJ co Toul'ed glllss, bj.; :8he' and·.1trr. Cn"'~'~ uiaclh""li e%cell'eht irjlPt~ 
\~lIlcl, effects cao be instant.lloeously Pl'J , sfut(l'kfet 9It iQtJ~e~;o5.in:-, jtFtOe~mJg.~U:- Quet 
ducea by awitciting tn 01' oat of cir(.;uclt, "(Life'fFGni0ne: 8t.ar:u . Mrss PolliQ.Ian~a112~'i!i· lt 
'The orchest,l·a. is ~unk ~eloW' t.he ~rdinary lev/!lJ exce1Jeut, voice and WnS grti1\ly Cf ulpLIO'Hot ea oy 
qnd th6.Boor '8 mnde t~ h.ft lev~l \~! lth. the 51 a·1 :e: u1a-dame at the close Cor hel' rendering of the con­
convertlng th,s thOlitl~ lmmf:dlf\ ely 10to a. ¥ liE tr~to sonas in tl16 opel1l. 1"16 t,AlllbouriLe dn.nce 
bIlUrooll1. The th ~tre IS un.~cnted, ~~cept bV <¥ nh· enllbled the ladies t() show off their bes\utifl.ll 
nary movable Amel'lcan chairs, vt!lve& coverefl.. costrumes to ndV'~ntog(\ in t.he cbanging colours 01 

. 'l'RE. AU'DIBNCE. . the electric light,. nnd, as the da.n"o ~ as ~eH done, 
Nattlnllv. IHtvtn~ vh:wcd the tlleatre, the lle~t hey were ~rcated with H~".rt.~ applJl.usa ~he three 

t.hioa about winch the compnoy werF J 5011· c110r\lS88 iJ)" Jack (Mr. Gilbert DaVIes) and 
cit"~s \Tas whr) were t~ cOlnpos/ J the the cOMt.guatd. in the first a.ot are 
;i UUJeuce. From Mr. Heck, the j naefn.t i- amongst thtt most lively. mCllSllres, ~ and they all 
ga.b 8 aod . COUI·te()~S st.ew~rd, I .0/ 'covered went sWingin21y. The a.c U) C1 of Mr. Jore.d Dowmnn 
that; Mada;me ~o.tt.l and SJgnor NY:.:olini aff as the Parish Bttrdle was roaUy exce.UeDt. The 
enterHlining .1\ l.su:ge l?'H. l't.y .f1.t ~h.e ~t .tle, ioelud, second act introduces tl16 smugolel'S 83 a thi,ro 
ing Ml', R.. l'hcoluH. Mrss NlC?hnt, ~If :oor Arditi chorus, wir.h nt Jea.: t two new ehI1TI\ct.er'" t.he K'tng 
thG wcll-know~ ClJlDposer; Slgn~r ~,·t1itJ, jllOlor nnd Jolllmy P'i!ltail. The .'fa'ilg was imlJer.·~na.tetJ 
Mies H lrVer, ilia cete .. bl:llted A~p.nca,r t nett' sa; ~r, l)y Mr. Ethvin Jone~, v.:ho ~Ia! t p~l'haJ?S' the t.wo 
;mu Mr::l. Kmgston, 01 London, Ht!~~ r nnd .Frau len: bfS. NODa' in I he operlLo In !)J~ p:ui . l 'lls 50noroU:l 
Kuba, S~nor Bonetti, Mjs~ Coh~n~ San Francisco ; voil'e W/~S he.ud to ndvant.agt:. 'rile part (Jf Johnny 
J\lIr. and ~~rs. AU~U_ ~U9 ~Pilld!rYg, Mr. and Mrs WflS l<lllen hy 1\ lively yU\ln~ gentl ma.n, Mr. 1. 
Knighoon, M~'. Barli, o:nd l\11~' ~U.~ler. Amnng tlu Tunbddget who did everything-including I~is 
comp,.ny inVIted from t~H~ di~trlf;t, were the PJayet·! comic sonor .4 Coolie Foo "-.~,o Lhe evidf:!nt satiS. 
of C1SdILch and Y5:a.lyCua, ' l~lr. and Mrs. J. B. fnc!,ion or- tbe o.udienco. 'rice ( lou,,; t ,," who 
Moot·c, Mr. and Mrs. B. N. Mi/:rss Dr. i J 'homa~, the cOluDleted the qUl\rtette of funny m~n in ~h9 
Gougnfl, of Ynyr:cedwyn·; Mr,: FJoWel', N'eath; ani! CMt6 a.lso made the most of thell' pnrtS. 'rliklng 
Mr. llurt.lett, Ne!\t.!J. · it altogether, the oho 'usas wflre. p erllaps, the best. 

'tHE .PERFOxi.~tANCE. renllered portions of the opera, hut t.he ])~rff)r- j 
MBdBma rl\tti·Nicolifli, ~upe blV dressed, ente1!ec nlf\nce was remurkable for the vel"V& and vlgou,r 

the room, cart: [uUy ~300 t'lDg 1\ de I ic·a.te lady fdt/nd with wl;iclleve ythio:;was doneJand .?fhich lifted.. ;.t 
aud took ber seat in t,he 'f{'on~ row of chail'e.'. AI ! r a.bove ordinnl'Y nmateul' product-Jons, A1l10J;V'..!st 
t.he other st!ats were qu.~ckJy occupied by rt{e lon~ ~Jle orchestra WIlS MI'. John Squ ·l·e. who acti/ci as 1 

Irnin of guests which rollowiJdJ and shortt ... , afteJ lendeJ.·. 
PRRSRNTATION 'to l1AD.i\'ME FAT'rI. eight dolocJe Mr. Baney waved hi~ bat.on! aDd th~ 

fil':t ba.r of the ope a ware prOdllCp.d'. 'I Tb~ 
01)8 tgulLrd" WIlS the fir~t ' of Mr. Hulley'l 
ambitious operatic . attempts. T he words 

'I'lIK JOURNEY TO on,ua-y NOS. b . . t ' b k ' J ( 
I formed one of eha plLrty of 70 ptlrsOrlS which "lng WfI" en y an a.o now 9jdged poel 

At the fall of ~he curtain 1\lt-, w. P. H'UU .... E? rose, 
and sru(i that slDce their lu,st pe rO~r.Jl8nce at ' 
Ct·t\iIY-y-Nos the compon, had ~..()nooo'led & litLJe ' 
plot b to Burods8 M adaai6 Patti·lfiO';"Uui o~ her 
return fCND america. He th9;O produc~d - like Mr. J. O. Manning, will 8land thE 

(ravelled 'Uia the Midla.nd R1\i1wa.y to Cmig-v-NoR, tc,st of rea.ding, but it iS
t 

l fa.riey, tb.e mu.~io alonE 
by the inv itation of Mndame Pt\lti·NicoJini, on which has won the op'el'a its )qlCaJ p/apularity. T1H 
'l'hursdat' evening n.nd I wiSl) to de8cribo eXllct,Iy central ngures lu'eLermie (the/alp~y' hue~n), Olliri'1l4 
Jle occurr8nc~8 of the eventful evening. 'fhe . d h 8; ,,,10 'S , 

n f ramed Rf\d illuminatod ncldreoo, 'Which thrtnked 
he diva for h~l' kindnes~ to the. op(31·r.Lic troupe, 

congratulated her on her C'Onth~ ued 611Ct!·es~fes in I 

America, ~nd offered ber ~bo be.v.t wit~he$ for tue 
£utura. . m"mbel'~ of the oJ1ern company. consisting of her dllOg Iter, nn t . e mttgy,tej' I{iJJlg. Tile .plot i~ 

... . somewhat slight a.nd by "10 means novel. It H 
tniddle-chls9 young men a.nd women evidently on unra\ ellad' in two Rcenes,- Q'ne being t.he haunt · 01 
t he very best; of terms with ~one (&notller, were the coast.gu'Q.Lds aod the gV.psies and the other t.bal 
entel'iou upcm n big tfl~k with evident 1 Igll(ne~s of of tile smugglors., TII8

J 
coMtRu3rd sets out tc 

henrt,. Co-Eil her thBy were ctmsoiou:i of uwefficacy capt ure he smugglers e;~ the j~s~Qnce of the (Jlg!:lJ 
d! the last rehe!lrsu.I, or lJley knew by experierlcll Q/l~n, who desire!! ' in .iliis wriy to' wrenk ~. lov·e 
Lila kj dnel\8 of the Lady Bpuntiful nt t he ,. Rocl, vengea.nce on the lung.of the g~cg. As a reward! 
of thn .Night." l1'he 1 tter they certa.inly did, for tbe capminis to io{lcei~e .. tlle .hand · of the 
Ihey wore as COD. pjcuoUllly atllhay possibJy cou ld gipsy Clatin~, wboSe identity iA, a ,mystery. 
do the ver·, ca ~! ful jewellerv presented to each of known only to tlt'e QIUen, her; .1' kidn!lpp'er." 
hem bv ~radnme Pat.tl-Nicolini when t,hay per- ThilJ identity is c eared ~p jn We cpur~~ ~f t.lle 

Cacmed i\.1r. HUU£ly1S other opem, «The RustIc" at eVeTl;D~9 bdventu~s bj m'e~n9 of a. lost loc~et, 1l11tl 
Cru:g-!-Nos not very Jong si~ce! This .&ime, b.ow, the K~ng, who prqVee to be Ellr 'of Templedale, 
vel, (hey weL'e bent on ecllpsiog theIr prevlou~ receiv~ a. d:lu~ltter and a.n old sweetheart at lfle 

Mr. Al1GUfVlUS SPALDL.'lG, W]lO tespondacl, sajd he 
was sura he could no~ express half DS gracefully 
a.:l MI\dame Patti-Nicolini eoold hl\ve done ber 
thAnkS for the hoonar they tu~d done her. Be 
could not. fail to observe py ber countenBnee, 
howe~er, that evening how pleased she had tieeo 
at the ve\'y 8atiAtactory pe!iormsnca they had 
witnessed, and bc>w ahe e.ppreCU\ted tbe gr t cotn­
pliment they 1,ad su~quently cOllveyed to bel' 
fJ1Bt evening. . 

Hon, fol' were they not, as~ignetJ the importa.nt .. a.me Lime. The,aniuggfel' b'and caplt.tiJrite without 
l ,alc of fO l'mally "op~njng tJ t.he new thsllt\'e which a bh)w, and all:'ends (mppilY. Upo~ chis b~ng8 a. 
Madllroa Pat.ti, at A. cost of some £5.000, has two.bour enle;ta:inment, a.nd if the critical guests 
I\ttnched to her m Dsion wi h the view of giv;n~ round r.he seep'rld ac~ at times incongrDou~, if not 
charity C~flcert6 at vnriC!u3 times in the futu\'e? bordering on:tI'8 tedlous they ~o ~bserved . lhat 
'l'he feeling of cllriosiLy with rogartl to Lhe new the v ivtlcit. of · the ftcttlrs. and chorus . and the 
Lhautre was in ense. Arrived at PenwyUt. the brjubtness 9f tho music ~~Emled tei mAke up for the 
pa.rty found all the nvailf\bte carria:ges belonging def~t. Ahnost st the opeuiug of the act tile cliUlax 
o "be castle wait.lng to conVijY them down the is rettched by' the identification by the King 

couple of miles of J.'oad, Which Mildaol6 Pnt.i of lii.q daughter. Butt to enob)& the . open.. 
has mnrle at lIer ,owo expense, to Craig"v .. No:l. t~ prop'eed to re~ectable length, t.l}e priocipl\J 
Abo~t half the party tl'Av~Hed on fcot, but all characters mysteriously disapPerlr lin B Jater 
Iltrivcd li t the enSile a.bout six o'clock, Rnd uad the! ~t,agP., and all the farce «?f ghos 1y appearances, 
OpP Ol' unily of inspectjng the ndtlilions to t.he COlliHcts betv.·een smug'filers and .CoIl9tgUrtr<is, 
castlu befol'& .$1 the dre$~ing-ben l'f'ng.,t The chief and R(J on proceedcl without any r~a,Sl)~ which is 
recent. additions nl'e the Dew winter garden .a.lId apparent ',0 the Iludienc.e. TI!iS niight be eas:Jy 
the t Itentre, but tlle mansion has bean nea.rly obviated hy 11 re~8rrar)gem~t, ~nd nothing 1Vou1d 

oubled in size since the old tennncy. The nppli. be lost bv a. further effort to lD~i.ntnln clearness 
cnL;on of the olectric light by tl 0 \\'enham LamJl And continuilY in the steTY. 'Ihn folloWing WAS 
Company WR~, perhnps, Ute most jnte!~tiTTg the cast:­
f~a.tule, Brad how benutiful and cODvenient thif. 
light can becomo '-"os stlffidently iUut:trated by tile 
c~aoilJulA i'ons of Mr. ' Bcrgtlliel a,nd Mr. Lowtle, 
who evidently had the installation Undtlf splendid 
COil 1'oJ. 

The C()mpa~ were rubsequentty ,'hntl)~rllphed 
on the stage. They then partook of a 8ub~tftu i~l 
~upper in the conservatory bt:fol'e leaving to join 
"he speoinl train which M ldflme P"ttJ nnd arranged 
for their Convenience to start ot 1230, During 
the meal MAdame Patti entered t.he ll>Oln, looklng 
her best, and was reoeived vlith rounds or 
Ilppla.use. ~ho ~jngled out Miss Flynn ano 
Madame P Hie J~nkin8 for special nO Lice, Bo-,a 
pra.ised their voic~s in highly encoura.ging l6tl'.:pp. 
'rhe pa. ty U en broke up 1}1ld aepftrteLl. 'by 
special tl'ajn for S\9an~$~, expre~ing the gt:f ate9't · 
8Bl·isfaction and pleasure a the eveninrG')s ex­
periences-. 

THF: lJl:JtU>lN OF UtE THEATRE .. 
Menfion of lhose who were concel'l:~ell in :the 

erect.ioo and "fiLling of the theatre 'I(J'dld be m'a.da 
before I alu~e: 'fhe Q~h;r ec 8 'rifel't! Me'ssrs. 
Du kDall nna Jennjng.c:, (J[ S 1\' {~ n!lQ A nnd London, 
\tho hllV5 nrl!llnged I\JS(j he sta(.:~ nttin~? Rt;1d 
~cenery. 'rile builder was Mr.. H. !oo:rni th, .of 
Kidaerm,nsl ell. 'f1le s(~nery WIJ '3 p'lI inted by . il'. 
\V. H<\im. of Lnndnn; tha elClc' ic li~htitl~ sop­
plioa- by the Wenl!lun Li~u; :G Cqmpeny; 'ula 
~Ul'~dn~ were SUpIJI18d by Mt:. D. C. Jun~ . .::, of 
SwanscD; the furniture by M J S8r .ll.: f£viins nnd 
Co., of 8wnnsea; ,e de:!( '~'atious by 'M e~~I·s. 
In.cl9son ana S ns, of L':m(j()h' nod the he~tIng 
apI!atatu8 by MI'. Le£;g, ~f S c//ansea. 

& • - .. 


