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I'he day so long nnd anxiously lcoked forward
to by the musical woild of Swansen, by the
aristocracy of Swansea and its valley
by the guests assembled round Madame
Patti-Nicolini’s hospituble board at Cr»tig-y-xos'
and lastly—for we all know with what fersen
interest and delight shie participates in all such
oceasions—by the diva herself, hus come and gone
with all its hopes nnd fears, Amoogst these
sections of the residents of this part of the
county the interest in the formal opening of
Patti's bijou theatre and opera<house was natu-
rily intense. Ou the purt of that musical section
of Swansea’s residents actively concerned in the
ontter the aoxiety has besn to arrive at that
degree of perfection which would justify them in
appearing—by the kindness and condescension of
the lady in question—in opera with the Queen of
Song ; on the part of the public tiie care has been
to obtain invitations; and on the part of those
who conduct the ménage of the castle the one
thought hus been to make things pass off with-
out a hirch by satisfactorily accommodating the
visitors and the “louse puty” who lhave
nssemmbled nt the mansion. These things, I am
glad to say, have sll been sarisfactorily done, The
opera hus passed off successtul'y. Everybody hnas
been hospitably received at the Castle, and the 37

bedrooms set wrat for guests will, before I have
finished writing, Le filled to overflowing. At the
late hour at which the performance finished it was
necessary in this remote region to provide nccom-
modation for most of the mors distinguished or
wmore nearly connected guests, but the houses of
nearly ali the nristacrats in the neighbourliood of
course received their complement, and so lighteuned
the diva’s responsibilities, whilst the Swunsea
artistes and their friends will return presently to
Swanses by n»n specinl train at midnight, The
theatre, it will be remembrred, was infurmall;'
opeaed last August by Mce. W, F. Hulley's
Aumateur Opera  Company, accompanied by
his excellent orchiestia, and it is no snall meed
of pruise to Mr, Huliey's traiming to observe that
the diva, after seeing and hiearing these Swansea
nrtistes—no’ once, bat several times—at Craig-y-
Nog, decided to ask them to take part in opera
with herself, the leading light of the opertic
stage, on the great occavion of the formal opening
in the following year, In fairness to Mr. Hulley,
it should be saiu that he has had most of the care
and managewent of the matter on his own
shoulders, 'fo Patti and her fellow-nrtistes the
musical preparation meant little ; to the >wansea
wmatours everything. The last rehearsal in Swan.
sea teok plwce at St, David’s Schoolroom on the
preceding evening, when Signor Arditi himsell
was pre<ent to conduct, 'The cowmpany acguitted
themselves admirably under lis biton, Maudsine
Patti, to ensure the pitch of the orchestra, had
suppiied all the members with perfectly new
instruments from Germany, MNr. Hulley had
trained his chorus in the Italina in “ Traviata”
Signor Arditi expressed his perfect satisfaction at
the pitch of efliciency to wuich a provinciil
orchestra and corps of singera had atiained in
such a very difficuit work as “ La Traviate,” and
everything, therefore, boded well for to-night's
performance, Through the kind attention of the
diva, a special train left Swansea for the con-
venience of tickei-holders at 6.5 p.w,, and re.
turned at midnight. Mr. Hulley and his orcrestra
and company, however, lelt Swanseant eleven
a.m,, and got to Craig-y-Nos before one o'clock,
conveyances meeting them ne the station to take
them over Patti's vew road from Penwyilt.
Every preparation had been made for them, and
tiiey at once settled down to make their arrange-
ments and get used to theic surroundings, The
six o’clock train from Swansea brought another
lage countingent of visitors, and carringes arrived
at the mansion from a!l parts continually up to the
time fixed for the performance. The scene on
entering the theatre at eight o'clock was ofa most
brilliant character, and it is douttful if such »
sinall place ever bore a wmore distinguished aspect,

During the summer the theaire has been
entirely decorated, Its bewiful gold em-
bellishments were well set off by the

biaz: of the electric light from the central
elpctrolier and the muny side brackets round the
building, The curtains were supplivd by Nr. D. C,
Jones, of Swansen ; the furniture by Mesas, B.
Evans and Co,of Swunsea ; und the heating uppa-
ratus by Mr, Legg, of Swansea, In uddition to
the visitors who had arcived for the performance,
the following, who formed th:e house party at the
(Castle, were observed in  prominent seats:—
Sir H. Hussey Vivian, Lady Vivian, Mons, Le
Murquis de Casa Engicsia, Burou and Baroness
de Reuter, Comte Fontana de Lisle, Mr, ana Mrs.
and the Misses Baird, Mr, aud Mrs. Kieio, Mr, nnd
Madame Arditi, Mr. A, Spalding, Mr, Alfred Batili,
Mr, Lawson, Mr, Durward Lely, Madame Valda,
Mr, and Mrs. Kingston, Mr. Novara, Mr. T, John-
son, and My, P, Harrison,  The diva had nll nlong
desired and hoped for the presance of Mr. Henry
Ieving, but, circumstances having finally provented
his attending, Mre. Wm, Terriss, the other leading
Eugiish drnmaltic representative, took his place,

‘fie curtain went up shortly nfter eight o'clock,
when Mr. Terriss stepped forward and delivered the
fo.lowing

INAUGURAL ADDRESS.

“ Ladies and Gentlemen,—~I stand here as the
humble and inndequate representative of the first
of living Kngli<h actors. It had been the inten~
tion of Mr, Hemy Irving to sigonlise his appre-
ciativn of Madame Adelina Patti's transcendent
talent o8 singer nud actress, and to mark his strong
sense of the close alliance connecting the mu icnl
nnd dramatic arts, by spesking a few inaugural
words on this occasion—one that is unigue in
operatic and theatrical annuls alike, For we are
wet liere to be present at an initial performance
tield in o theatre which, at the generous behest of
the Queen of Song, has been erected and provided
with every mechanical appliance perfected by
modern scivoce in the very heart of a wild Welsu
valley, teeming with the beauties of Nature, but
remote from the busy haunts of men, As far as
Mr, Irving is concerned, circumnstances have inters
vened rendering his personsl participation in to-
night’s celebrntions impracticable, He has, liowever,
empowered me to net as his envoy, and 1 have
been ace: pted in that character, for the perfor-
wance of thia ngrecablo nnd sywpathetic duty, by
our gracious and gifted hostess, the chatelaions of
Craig-y-Nog, the good fairy who haunts the * Rock
of the Night," the true friend of the poor, whose
benetactions have for a dozen years pust brightened
the homes throughout the length wnd breadth ol
this picturesque region. In t is beautiful thontie
—dedicat: d to the allied arte, and adorned with
the counterfeit preseoiments of great musicians
wnd dramatists—ysou will this evening be privi-
leged 1o listen to that incompurable voice which
«ver binds to its hearera in a spell of wonder nnd
delight, 1 will not retard your supreme enjoy-
men' by further gilating on th. attractions of that
which you have eyes to see and tara to henr, but
will conclude my grateful task by declaring the
i‘égii,'l‘lneure open for the late summer season of

’

Act 1 of “La Travista” was then proceeded
with, the entrance of Madama Patti-Nicoliniin her
ever favourite cimacter of Fioletta Valery being
the signal for a spoantaneous outburst of appliuse,
Thie cast was us follows :—

Violetta Valery ...... wery Madame Adelina Patti-Nicolini.
A’ﬁedo G‘rﬂwhe ....... BERAARRARRTAERI RNy ur‘ uu‘.w‘rd ]&ly.
Fiora Berviz,..... rasuaene TP TTITROR AR Miss Eilen Fiyon.
Gastone de Lalo:ieras.,... weens Mro Reginnld Brophy.
Marchese A'OLIQNY vvvevivvrersesrsareerrens weee M. Edwin Bal,
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Those who are scquninted with the charning
opera. will understand the effect created by
we diva and Mr., Durward Lely in the wel-
known Brindisi song and their subsequent du:t,
whilst it will not be hard to undarstand the entiu-
sinsmn created when Patti rendered her solo at the
finale, As to the local artistes, it should be
explained that Miss Ellen Flynn has repea‘'edly
nppeared before Madame Pat'i in the priacipal
characiers in 'Hulley’s operas, and has been
rewarded by exceptional marks of favour, and, a«
she had the dramatic instinct and a good voics to
boot, she did well. Mr. Reginald Brophy 18 n new
comer to the St, David's Amateur Operatic Soviery,
and is possessed of n remarkably virile tenor voice.
Mr. Edwin Ball and Mr. E. Junes alsc did justice
tr themselves. In the entr'acte a treat was
afforded to the audience by the rendering by the
orchestra of Arditi's Morcenux @ Za Gavotte
“ L'Ingenue,” under tha cunductorship of the
compoier. The cuief event of the evening, low-
ever, was Lthe third itemr, the garden scene from
“ Faust,” the cast for wiich was as follows:—

I‘au‘" R L L L L LT T T L L .....81!“03‘ N'OO"DL
Mepstofele ...viaissiinsssrarisssnsssosnsases s Signor Novara.
Mag‘gl’l""a ----- ALE AL AL L L L LR L ) .....ndmﬂ. P‘lt‘ N‘QO"I\'.
e

A’Cffﬂ } ulcoooolluuvu;-.ou!cco'untnuln-udeQ J“‘i‘ v.‘d..

Special interest was, of course, attached to
Ma: ame Patti's appearance in this scene with her
husband, especially when supported by such
artistes as Signor Novara and Mdine, Juiin Valda,
Of the effect created by the ever-fummous jewel
gong, in which Patti's execution is s) far above
1kat of nll others, more will ba written hereafter.
Nicolini gave his fine song, “Salve Dimora,” with
grand effect. Further details of the performance
will be sent in due course,

Latze,

The conclusion of Mr. (Terriss’s address was the
signal for an outburst ol app!nuse. The great
| actor retired behind the heavy folding curtain of
olectric blue plush, which slmost immediataly

CRAIG-Y-NOS CASTLE,

afterwards parted and disclosed the beautiful act
drop with Mdme, Patti as Semiramide driving a
chariot. The overture was then well renderad
by the band, Signor Arditi speedly getting perfect
control over his orcheairy. Then the curtain rose,
disclosing a very tasteful drawing-room set
scene leading out into a counservatory. The chairs
were splendidly upholstered and ranged in
various attitudes round the chamber, After the
opening chorus, in which the amateurs gave a good
taste of their quality, Madame Patti came on at
once in her character of Fivletta. The audience
greeted her, upstanding, with loud cheers, and she
advanced to the footlights and smilingly bowed
her ncknowledgments. She was dJressed in a
beautiful costume of pink silk swnd white Ince
and roses; but the most remarkabls fea-
ture of her attira was the wealth of

diamonds which glittered in her hair,on her neck,
and round her breast. Mr, Durward Lely as
Alfredo Germont scored a decided hit in his first
song, and in the Brindisi song was greeted with
rapturous applause. Madame Patti-Nicolini in this
act displayed to great effect the opposite passion- of
joy and pain in the opuning, Her greetiugs of the
company in the wine-quafling and Ler cogquetting
with Alfredo were vivacious in the extrewe,
whilst later on shie eshibiled the deepest
pathos a3 she so well knows how to do.
The curtain fell amid repautad applause, and rose
again to receive severa! chioice bouquets which
were handed on to the «t:ge and taken by the
prima donnn, Inthe entr'acte Arditi’s gavolte was
well rendered by the orcliestra, and then there was
n shortinterval, When the curtain rose on the
first scene in  * Faust,” great ndmiration
wa3s evinced. !t was a delightful rastic
scene, representing an enclosed garden,
Margherita’s cottage on one hand, & group
of wrees and flowers in the centrs, and ou
the other sile a rustic seat and Margherita’s spin-
ning wheel, The entrance of Mdme. Julia Valda in
the character of Siebe! produced a good
unpression, which was more than enhanced by her
excevllent rendering of the opening song. The
costumes of Mefistofel+ nnd Faust as they entered
together were favourably criticised. Signor
Nicolini’s was an almost perfect disguise,nnd he
presented an nlmost ideal appearance ns a young
and dashing cavnlier, He gave his songs in his
usual fine virils voice,and onca received a hearty
re-c:]l, It was towards the conclusion of
the act that the talents of Madamoe Patti
were called in to the full, In the jewel song she
quita electrified the nudience, and the “Firas” of the
foreign vivitors wera vehement and repeated,
Towards the end the duet betwcen her and

sunshine with her tn Panwyllt, and briglitened
the lives of her homely neighhours, ‘The pleasure
withheld from most is readily granted to the
latter, The scho:] cliildren rehvarse their choruses
nt the Patti Thenire under the peisonul super-
vision of Madame Paiti; the vitlige Chris'y
Minstrels—an organisation created by her advent
tothe valley—frequently give their performances
in the same dainty building, In all thess efforts
to promote cheerfulness and enjoyment the fair

MADAME PATTI-NICOLINL

diva never spares herself or her gifts, If it should
b«fall that Madame Patti ever forsakes Craig-
y-Nos, the effect will be as if the very ligit
had departed from the wailey. Quite an indusir

has grown around the cnstle. Alterations or addi-
tinns are continuvally bering mnde, and, what with
the haulnge—which provides fall employment for
two or threa small farmera—and the various nther

occupitions connected therewith, Craig-v-Nos is
the oue busy spot in tlis Welsh Sle«ps Hollow.

building but in the courtyard nt the renr, n really
gond view of it is dificult to obtain. As Madame
Patti-Nicolini’s chief ider in building it was
thought it should be for the entertsinment of her
own visitors nt the casile, the chief attempts at
ornamentation hava been lavished in the interior
rathir than the exterior, whichis compara.ively n
pliin design, considering the nature of the

buildirg, The fagide, however, is suffi-
ciently distinctive to mmk the purpose
of the building, and on the pediment

stands 1in gold letters the name of the building,
“Patti Theatre,” There is no grand entrance from
the extirior, for the theawre being chiefly for
guests, thie principal entrance is from the Castls
itsell, A wide corridor leads from the French
billiard-room nnd passe: along the side of the
theatre, long windows to the right giving views of
theopen eouniry, The doors of the theatre ara to
the left on this corridor, which gives access both ta
the floor and the stage of the theatre.

A GENERAL VIEW,

The chief features of the thentre are, perhaps:
its lighting and its peculiarly arranged #oor-
The lighting combines all the most recent inven-
tions for elcetrical effeets and changes. The
elect: liers are gracoful'y arranged throughout
the building, nnd 1ake all sorts of charming forms,
‘The centml elecirili-r n the ceiling hvs sixteen
lights, and, in addition, brackets of three lights
each are employed round the building. On the
stage the lighting is grand, and the instantanaous
changes of hus which ¢an ba produc:d by
switclies throw the limelight effects of local
thentres greatly into the background. Tha foor
has been nrranged with n view to utilising the
theatre as na ball ~room when desirabte.
For this purpose the flonr, which slants away to-
wards the stage ¢nd, for the purpnse of giving a
good visw, can be miwd without any diﬂiuuhgzto
a perfect level with the siage. A ballroom G2ft.
long can thus be provided st any moment, and
the fact «f cosy drawing-room effecis being
obtamnnble nt the stage end certainly does not
diwinish the plensures of the ballroom. Upon
entering the house the vigitor is struck by the
beauty of detail shown everywhers in this minia-
ture opera-house, Before him rises the act drop,
which is an elegant picture, by White, of
London, of the primn donna in the character
of Semiramide driving a chariot and pair of horses.
The beautiful cove ceiling, which has been de-
cornted within the past few months, and since the
informal cpening, presents n very attractive ape
peamnce, whilst all round the auditorium rise
Corinthiian columns with decornted surfaces,
dividing the walls into panels, Behind tne audi-
torium the building is curved, and a small gallery or
tribune, which cin accommodute a very few extra
visitors, is here provided,

The building is seated for 180 persons, though
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Faust was done in an extremely powerful way,
nnd when the last superb bit of acting «rrived, in
which Faust rushes to ivis beloveii at the window,
the enthusia«m of the nudisnce knew no bounds.
‘The act drop descended amidat a hurricane of ap-
plause, and the diva received a hearty re-call,
The orchestra was composed as follows : —

First violins, Mr. W. F. Hullev (leader) and Me.
John Bquive ; s-cond vio'ins, Mr. W. H. Hoare and AMr.
L. S. C. Moss : violas, Mr. Freid Tunbridge and Mr. J.
Squire; violocellos, Mr. W, H, 8quire aud Afiss Mary
Squire; bass, Mr., Arthur Bmith; flute, Mr. Bernard
Hulley ; oboe, Mr. R. Purse; clarionets, My, J. Sninuel
and Mr, W, Clay ; tassoon, Nv, A. Edwin; horns, Mr, 1.
Reynolds and Mr. J. Sullivan ; cornet. Mr. . Hawkes;
bass trombone, Mr T, Rees; tympani, Nr. W, Walievs ;
harp, Miss and M, Fricker; organ, Mr, Louis Atkins;
conductor, Signor Arditi,

‘The followingis the programme for Saturday’s
matinds at two o'clovk : —

Overture, by the Orchestra.

“MARTHA "
J{artlm ..... wanenneseree Madame Adelina Patti-Nienlini.
Aa"c LI LRI Y L) LA AL LA L L L T T Y Ma"ume Jul" vnldﬂ-

Liﬂ”e A SALR AL L L L T T LT LY T Mr- l’u"“"" Il'ly.
H.Mez AL LA LA A L T L T Si“'lor NO\"I&

vnl:e!linlul.llllllluo A R ”eb"d’ XS S EoNe AL L) (A"d"t")o
The Orchestra,

“ RoOMEC AND GUILIETTA."

(Act 3.- Bulcony Scene.)
Guilietla ...coovunvers « Madane Adelina Patti-Nicolinl,
Romo lllll BRANRRANNANRIAY AR LAY Ctibsig"or Nlcol'n‘.

DESCRIPTION OF CRAIG-Y-NOS AND THE
PATTI THEATRE.

Madame Patti-Nicolini is probably one of the

most persiatently paragraplied lidies In the worid.

'

It is the conwentional thing 1o describe Craig-y-
Nos a3 the impesing centre-piece of n scene of
exquiste loveliness. Lovely Penwyllt is not
urless there be beouty in the wide swrep
of the bleak, bLarran hilla whose rocky ribs
protrude through the scanty herbage; unless there
be beauty in the sudden dip of the walley nand in
the jagged edges of the bluff§ which lewn over it,
it ia Leawiful in the imngination only,
Looking down from the plateau whereon the
station stunds, the eye catches a view of what
seems n winding gorge iutirsected by a sircam—
ever in shadow, apparently —with the land on
eigdier side shooting up to the clouds—forbidding
and dvesolate, 8o steep is the gradient that

the road—made by tie ordirs and at
tho expense of Madame Patti—for fully n
mile beamrs away from Craig-y-Nos to the

westward, where the valley distends, re-calling
scatiared hamlets nnd isolated homestrads, and it
is only whon the battom is neariy reached that the
track bends backward and the castle is faced,
The Iatter is the one ngreeabla object presented tn
the view, Pretly it certuinly looked, as seen by
me, & cnstelinted wmansion, gothie in  de-
sign, nestling in the shadow of tha gaunt
hiils, whess summits showed reeplendent
in the gloriea of the erelting sun, Upon
closer inspection I found that outside the narrow
belt of ornanmenial ground enclogsing the Castle
the surrounding land had been lelt untouched in
its primitive wildness. The furze and fern

| struggle for mastery, and the tiny river—well

i, ia possible to find room for 200, The chairs in
the firat few rows lave arms, and are covered
with blue silk plush, The decoiations arein quiet
tints of blue and ivory whi'e, with a_plentifal use
of gilding. The orclierira is divided from the
auditoriom by a low balustrade, ond is
sunk 6ft, below the swage level; it has
room for a band of sixteen. The pronscsnium
is very striking; it is 20f.. wide and 10ft, high.
Surrounding it is a handsome border, with a
pediment and descriptive and decorative ornas
ment: at the top, The [rirze of the proscenium
is panelled, and this paneiling is continued round
the au it >riumn, benring the names of great com-
posers.  Ro:sini, Patti's favourits composer,
occupies the central position on the proscenium,
und i3 faced by Shiakspears above the yallery, The
tatleau curtains are very handsoms; they are
richly festooned, nnd nre of electric blue silk
plush, The stago is 24fr. deep and 40It, wide,
with ample height to nllow the whole of the scenes
to be raiged into the flies without rolling, Every
modern appliance necessary for cpera and pinto-
mime has teen provided, There are electric foot~
lights, rows of batten lights in the wings, and
ground lights with coloured lamps for giving
co'onred effects, 'The number of lights in the
entire theatre iz 281, and all these are under the
control of the prompter by means of a handsome
switchboard w hich has each department labelled.
A cellar under the stage accommodates the
machinery for working the scenes and traps;
while alongside the auditorium on the opp-site

stored with trout—goes purling over a broken

Her name has an abiding place in the newspapers

bed whera hugs boulders, which have ga'hered

side of the corridor is & largescene dock, 82i1,
\long and of ful height, to accommodate sceues

-~
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THE DROP BECENE.

of all countries, And yet, in spita of tha senrchs
ing light in which the yt‘ui’r csnt.t.’t'i.e.. AVAI INNVES,
the character of her life at Craigev-Nos is renlly
unknown even o the peaplo of Walss, proud as
they are of posscssing the world's aweetost singnr.
The scantiness of the information respecting
Madnwe Patti-Nicolini in this regard isthn best
possible testimony to tho wisdom which prompted
tho selection of n hiome intended to rorve as a
retreat from the whiel and rush of lifa in populous
lown8 and cities, To know the diva »as
sha presents hersclf at Cruig-y-Nos, it ia only
necessary to taik to the inhabitants of the vnlloy
around enwyllt, They will readily tell the wisitor
what a true Lady Bountiful 1a Madame Patti, with
what piewsant faca and kind hears sle moves
nmong 1he poor, éver ready to succour the suffer-
ing and relieve the troubled. She has brought the

the mosa nnd the lichen in summer, form minia-
ture cainracts and produce innumershle cascades,
Not tho slightest attempt hwa been mada
to tamper with Nature'a rough handiwork,
‘The easile, erected on an elovnted platform, over-
looka A bioad and denply-indented. terrace of
earth, tha deep green of its (ina turf set off by the
| brilliantly«tinted flowers which run along the
edges. The moughing of engines and the whirr of

hidden by the shirabhery—to 1hn left of thie castle
sarve to remind the viritor that the electric light.
ing of mansions has ita disndvantages,
THE THEATRE
Is <itnated t> tho extreme right, and adj-ining
the Franch billiard-room and tower, but as
ita fognie is not situate ln the general front of the

machinery which come from a structure—half’

when not in use, Behind the etage aro five
dresging-roomg on the first and second floors,
with a loft over for rrnpartm. The architects
were Messra. Buckna!l and Jenninge, of Swaneea
and London, ‘The builder was Mr, H, Smith, of
Kiddermingter; the scenery was painted by Mr,
W. Hann, of London ; and the d: corativns done by
Messra. Jockson and Sons, of London, The
elec'ric lighting hae been carried out by the Wen-
ham Light Crmpany,
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LADIES ¥rox Houmg or oN Tour can oblain
Bouthalls’ Sanliary Towels, the new patented articles of
Underalothing—Indispeusabio to Iadies travelling: retall of
Clarke awi UGlover, 21, Sallshury roa), and s
18, Qurene-street, Cardiff  Sold in Packeta of one dozan as

follnwa:—Bize 1 1s.; Blze 2 (the new towel), I, 61, - Bize
, 29,4 and B 4, 91, all Ladies’ Outfitters,
?m.t.‘-l.o:.nu.. l&.muhoz:; ihe -'Zm. Mentlon thispsjer,
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