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Whe re a finge r of th e b lu e Pac ific tou c h es th e , hills 
of Catalina . th e re is Ava lon. n ot-too-priva te fairy­
land of Mr. Wrigle y. Its latest palace of pleas ure 
contains a 1.300-seat sc ree n th eatre of rare d es ign 
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M ay 10, 1. 

A co rrid or of th e Casino. 
l eading- to th e t h eatre, 
whi c h is l ocat ed o n th e 
m ai n fl oo r of th e buildin g . 
Th e d es ig-n h e r e i s 0[ 
M edite rranean m ot i fs, in 
comm o n ,v ith the ex le rior. 
but unlike th e a udito rium . 
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Looki n g o u t t hro u g h th e 
arch es of t h e m ezzan ine 
ba l co ny \vhi c h prov ides a 
pro ill e n a d e just above th e 
bay at a h e i p-ht g"ivi n g" a 
p a noramic vi e w of the 
t o wn and the hill s that 
r o ll away to the h o rizo n . 
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Audito rium of the th eatre, 
l ook in g t o ward th e s t age, 
Observabl e here is th e 
mann e r in "\-vhi c h th e wall s, 
sh ort way fr om th e fl oo r , 
begin t o con ver ge , Qui cld y 
becOIlling th e ce ilin g , 
f o rmin g a Sk y -like ca no py. 

An o th er v i e w o f th e th ea ­
tre auditOl'iuI11 , l oo], in g t o ­
ward th e r ear , , ;Yall d eco r ­
ations co nsis t in a co n­
tinuous 111Ura ] of fantastic 
t h e m e and illuminated by 
co n cea l ed li g hting. Note 
th e ar r ange m ent of fl oo d s. 
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Th e yacht - studded bay o f 
A val o n a nd th e ro llin g te r­
rain o f Catalina . wh er e 
(they say) dream s s till 
co m e tru e. Th e hi t of 
white in th e hill s at th e ex­
tr e m e l e ft. is th e ho m e of 
C hi e f Potentate vVrigl ey . 
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VERLOOKING the bay of roman­
tic Avalon , metropolis (for it is 
that ) of Santa Catalina Island, 

stands this latest of William Wrigley 
Jr.'s magnificent gestures to wh olesome 
pleasure, a building of steel and stone 
which yet has all the gossamer unreality 
of a fairy queen's palace. It is called 
the Casino and it houses a fully equipped 
motion picture theatre and a ballroom. 

The accompanying reproductions dis­
close something of the beauty of the 
structure that ri ses to a height equal to 
that of an average 12-story ·building, 
with the hills of Catalina behind it, and 
before it a yacht-studded corner of the 
blue Pacific. The architecture of the ex­
terior is of Mediterranean pattern, a 
style that is followed throughout the 
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foyers and co rridors inside. It is within 
the theatre itself that all traditional 
manners are flung aside to cr eate an 
original envir,onment in the essential 
Catalini,an spirit that of make-believe. 

The walls of the theatre, which is lo­
cated on the first floor, start converging 
toward the center of the ceiling and 
stage almost but a few feet from the 
floor, and upon them is painted an im­
pressionistic r epresentation of Man un­
fettered amid a boundless Nature. It is 
allegm-y. It is histor y. And it may be 
hope. One assumes that it is also Cata­
lina. 

The auditorium, thus brightly painted 
in an original allegory and of atmos­
pheric design, is broad and long, but it 

(Continued on page 70 ) 
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contains no pillars. There are about 
1,300 seats, over 200 of them being lux­
urious three-wing back loge chairs. 
Seating i,s by the American Seating 
Company. The lighting is indirect, be­
ing projected upward from a false half­
wall just inside the wall bearing the 
murals, which are thus illuminated. 

The ballroom is located above the 
theatre. r.t is estimated that 2,000 
couples can dance there at the same time. ' 

The Casino cost $2,000,000. The archi­
tects were Weber & Spaulding. 


