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The PIttsburgh Trust for Cultural 
ources today announced its pur­

cha e of the Fulton Theater for $2.1 
million rom Ernest and George 
tern, fonner owners of h Cin-

me t mov circuit that is now 
o ned by Cinema World. 

Carol . rown trust pres' dent 
announced plans for gradual devel­
opm nt of programming and r no­
va io of th thea ter. 

The rust will lea e he Fulton· s 
~o by and th adjoining Fulton Mini 
Theater both of wh' ch are part of 

Fulton Theater showcase 
the Stem-owned Fulton Building, 
"for 99 years, which is renewable, at 
$20,000 a year." 

Besides continuing as a movie 
house for Pittsburgh Filmmaker at 
least part time, the theater will be 
used by touring companies and may­
be local gro ps such as Pittsburgh 
Public Theater when more eating 
capacity is beneficial. 

The trust had leased the Fulton 
whIle renovating and reopening the 
former Stanley Theatre as the Bene­
dum Center. 

The Fulton opened Oct. 31. 1904, 
as a vaudeville house called the 
Gayety. The Gayety later became a 
legitimate theater in which such 
stars as Ethel Barrymore, Gertrude 
Lawrenc and Helen Hayes per­
formed. The name changed to· the 
Fulton in 1930 when its primary fare 
became movies. 

It discontinued daily shows four 
years ago but reopened primarily as 
a showcase for specialty movies and 
film festival in the fall of 1985, 
presented by Pit burgh Filmmak­
ers. 


