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NEW EMPIRE, SUNDERLAND.

The site of this theatre is practically an
island site, being surrounded almost on all
eides by streets of varying widths and im-
portance. The theatre being a biock away
from High Street. West, it has been neces-
sary to make an approach directly from
this street, utilising the buildings inter-
' vening as warhing hslls and spacious ap-
proach ocorridors.

The auditorium s exoctly 80 feet square,
and the theatrs is what is known as a
three-tier house. The ptalls consist of
'twelve rows of tip-up chairs, and the pit
behind, which ds large enough to hold 1,000
people, is covered. with wood-block Hoor-
'ing, and furnished with wupholstered seats
with arms. "he grand -cirole is ellﬁ].rtical
.in’ ghppe, snd is roomy and well ap-
proached. There are six private boxes at
tho back of the circle, mtg a biocsoope-box
in pentre, The circle i provided with
hsndsome lounges.. The baloony, which is
the next tler, is particularly larpe, and
| comtains nine rows of wupholstured seate.
The gallery, above this in,
rows, and will hold about 450 geople. The
total accommodation of the theatre ap-
proaches 3,000. l

The house is oconstructed om what is
known as the cantilever system, the modi-
ficaticn only being that one ocolumn is
placed at the back of the pit so 28 to ob-
viate  the use of very long pirders. The
whole of the girder work rests ou.turned
steel columns, and the construction of the
' doors, and, in fact, the theatre. through-
out, is fire-proof, being all in conerete re-
inforced with expanded metal resting on
iron grrders.

The approach to the circle and stalls is
from High Street West, the main entranoe
being under a circular fower rising io 2
height of about 100 feet. This tower is of
mesgsive stonework, freeiy embelliched with
columns with Jondo caps and mowldod and
cnriched cornices, and the whole is sur-
mounted by a ca dome, with etone
lanettes. Above domé; standing on
‘eight columns, i a revclving ball, round
which is the word " Empire,” shown in
gold letters by day and illuminated by
eleetric lights at omight. This ball is worked
by an electric motor,. and malkes o stric-
ing feature over the-emtrance. Above the
revolving ball is & female figure ila copper
representing Prosperity.
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The circular tower and staircase et the
entrance is lined with alabasier and
marble bands up to a height of 8 ft. Im
the tower the upper part is ornamented
wnd papelled in rich fibrous work,- ' and
covered at s height of 30 it. by a fibrous
dome very xichly decorated in gold and
colours. Tho welle are paneclled, and
paintings of Shakespeare, Mozart, Garriclk,
and Sheridan are introduced. These
figuros are painted lJife-size, and form a
striking feature in the entrance.

The circle suloon and circle waiting hall
are approuchod direct from the staircase,
the oeiling being richly modelled in fibrous
ﬁla.sber in segmental form. The windows

ere are round bays, and advantage is
taken of cach of these to have upholstered
coats for those waiting for the second
lrouse. Goed provision is made off the
circle waiting hsll for cloakfeom acocommo-
dation, and the crush rooms are hand-
somely decorated and trested in pine and
i fabricona panels. i

Special core has beea taken to provide
ample exifs, each part of the house having
at least two oxits. and in some cases three
and four, The whole of the exiis are fire-
proof, and the flights of stuirs are kept
short with broken landings and half-paces.

The suditorium_ is treated decoratively
in a quiet weay, the ceiling being crossed
with moulded rikts and the dome over the
centre being ornamented with Jomie

columns and rlohlf' moulded cornices and
braockets. The walls of the auditorium are
all panclled with reeded pilssters and
Tonic caps, the walls heing panelled wivh
enriched mouldings and the panels filled
wits silk fecko. . L.

Tlhe proscenium opening is filled in with
an ontire surround of Breohe rose marble,
and the space above the rosceniurm
divided with marble pilasters into panele
which oro treeted with painted figure sub-
jeots. The feature of the auditorium is
tlie dmpensing with the usual side boxes,
the space being used to befter advantage,
it is thought, for the providing of about
fifty additional seats ich form part of
the dress circle. The balcony boxes are
surmounted by domes in fibrous plaster
and divided by short coiumnsa with moulded
consols and other fibrous ornament. The
box fronts are richly modelled in fibrous
work and ornarmented in gold and colour.
The prevailing tint of the decorntions in
the auditorium is creem and gold, but the
panels in the oceiling are enriched in
| various other subdueg tints.

Ventilation is amply provided for b
means of fresh air inlet ventilators wit
due provision against draughts, and the
outlet by means of a Blaclunan’s {fan
placed at the back of each tier ond ai the
top of the dome in the auditorium. These
fans are worked by electrio mutors, and

will change the entire air in the audi- |

torium two or three times in the hour.
The whole of the theatre and approaches
are eﬂicient!{ hewted by hot wator appa-
mtus on the low-pressure system. ;

The stage measures 70 fect by 40 feet,
and $he hoight from tho floor of the stage
to the gridiron is 62 foet. The stage is
shut off from the auditorium by an asbes-
tos fireproof screen, 46 feot by 30 fect,
with all tho latest arrangemonts for rais-
ing and lowering. The stage is nlso shut
off from both the dressing-rooms annd au-
ditorium by fireproof automatic doors at
all other openings. The scenery is fitted
up on the latest lines, with ballast weights
and fireproofing. The electric light in-
stallation is of the latest type, the mains
being brought in from two points in case
of failure, the number boxes, wiring
resistances, stage effects, and other elec-
trio appliances being thoroughly wup-to-
date and of the latest type.

The sixteen dressing-rooms are
divided by fireproof partitions, and each
room has a fireplace wiih stove, and
is provided with hot and cold water. Thege
rooms are vory commodious, and provide.
acoommodation, ¥ weocestary, for the
largest companies on the road.

The tablenu curbtain, vallanoces, and dra-
peries throughout are handsomely designed
in red plush with sateen linings and hor-
ders, and are fitted vp to drape all open-
ings.

The sanitary arrangements are perfeot,
lavatories being provided in every section
of the house.

Very extensive tests have been corried
ont under the supervision'of the Borough
Engineer, the tiers boing loaded wath
cement ogual to the full oapacity of the
various tiers, the greatbest deflection regis-
tering 1-4,000th part of the span of the
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girders. s

The building hus also been inspected by
the local Wabch Commititee, and the full
dramatic- licenoo has been grantad.

My. Duncen Straughen hes acted ag
olerk of the works. -

_The buildihg hae boon designed and can
ried out under the supervision of Mesorg,
W. and T. Rc Milburn, F.RIB.A., Faw
cebt Street, Sunderlend, Mr. J. W. White
buing the builder. .As stated in a recermt
issue, the INew Empire will be opened
on Monday ‘next, July 1, the bl
being _ﬁotgged by Miss Vests Tiley,
who laid bthe foundntion-stone on Septens
ber 29 last. There will be an orchestra of
twenty performers, directed by Mr. Clardey
P. Lolor, of the Empire, South Shiokds,
Mr." Richaré® Thornbon is meanaging direa
tor, and Mr., Harry ¥eden is ros.dent mans
ager. ' .




