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NEW EMP1BE, ' SUNDERLAND. 

• _ - J 

T.he site of . this thestre ;" pract:icaliy .. n 
islQIld site, being surrounded a.bnoet on a.Y 
,ides by streets of vllryililil width. and im­
portance. 'l'he ifuen.tre belng " blook "w,,"y 
from Higb. Street. W"st, it h ... 'b~en neces­
sary to make ·an approaoh directly from 
thi. street, utilising the buildings inter-

· vening as waitliDg halls and BpBOlOUS ap­
proaoh oorrjdors~ 

'I'be auditorium !isexnotly 80 feet squa.re, 
.. nd the theatre is wh ... - i9 known ... a 
three-'tier !house.. The .I>lI.lI. consist of 

; twelve row. ef tip-up obair., Ilnd tbe pit 
bcilind, whidb. !is large enough to hold 1,000 
people, is covered . with wood'blOCk Boor-

· 109, and fllrmshed with uphol.tcred sea;;" 
"1yiGb a.r~tI. Tj·ne grand -o.irole il3 elliptical 
in Shl<pe, and is roomy 1lJld weIr ap­
proached. There a.re six private boxes a.t 
1Jro buck af the oircle, with .. bi<J60cryeJbox 
in uellotre. The circle ;. provjded with 
h .. ndsome lou,nge.. . ~e balcony, wbioh is 
th" next' ti"r, is pa.rticu1ar Iy l .... ge, .. nd 

I oort·~s none .owa of -ug>!>o!oWrod ... _ 
ThG gali-eryl above this o..g'lLin, ha-s nine ­
rows, a.nd will hcld "'bowt 400 ~GOpl". The 
to'tal aoooxmnodation of the Lhentre "'p" 
pro""hes 3,000. 

The ,house is oonstt-uoted on whwb is 
known a.s the ca.ntil.ever 'system, the modi­
noa.t:ion ooiybeing that ono column is 
placed at t'h" back of the pit 80 ... , to db­
viaoo ' hhe me of very l<lo&" girder,. The 
wb61e of the girder work ro.ts on · turned 
st..cErl columns, R..D.d -bhe oon8truction of the 

; doors, and, in f"t<i;, the the .. tre, through-
out, is nre.),roof, being all in concrete re­
inforced w.th expanded metal tElllting on 

· i'!'On girCklrs. 
'Ilhe "P'Proach to iJbe m>ele nnd' ;,tslls ia 

frO'Dl High Street West, the mMn @ntro.noe 
beiog llude.r a ciroUla.r ton"er risi.ng to a 
height of Il.'bout 100 feet. This tower i. of 
m assive stone.work,' freeiy embellished w.ith 
oo]u:mn. wi1lh leMo oo.ps alld monldod anp. 
cnr:chcd co=ioes, a.nd the Wlhol", is our­
mounted by a copper dome, with IJtolle 
lunettes. Above 1lbe dome; standing 011 

· eight oolUlIllls, is .. revolving ball, round 
w.hich 5s the word .. Empire," Shown . in 
gold letters by day and illlUDio o.tcd by 
elociI'ic 'lights at <light. 1'his 'bal-l is wo.t'ked 
by an electric motor, . a.nd makes " 1ItriK­
ing f .... ture over th,, ·entr9.nDe. A'bove the 
"waiving 'ball is ... femaJe figure i .. oo.pp&r 
reprosent:ng Prosperity. 

The. ciroular tower and sbaircase at the 
entrance is lined with. nla.hBst9r and 
marble bllllM up to .. height of .8:ft. In 
the tow"r the upper put isornamented 
... nd panelled in rich fibrous work, ·' a.nd 
corered at a height of 00 It. by a :fibroWl 
dow" very riohly decoratod ill _sold aJld 
coloUl"S. The '\vQ.'l1a are pa.Delle.d. a-nd 
paintings of Sb<>kespeo.re, Mo.m, Garriok, 
and SheridD.Il are introduced. The60 
figure. are paint.od life·si.e, and form a 
striking featu:re in the entrance. 
T·h~ cirole sn.loon and cirda waiting hall 

are a.pyrollched direct from the stmrce.se, 
the. ceiling being riobly modelled in fibrous 
p]oster in segmental. form. The windc>ws 
hero aro ,rouud bays, nDd ad\·ant.a:ge is 
taken of eo.cb of the.se to have lll>hol9tered 
soats for thooowaiting for the secc>nd 
h1luse. Good provision 16 -made off the 
mrc1. waiting hill for cloaJ.-toom I1.coommo· 
datioll) and the crush rooms a.re hand­
somely decorated "nd treated ill-piue and 

. IBlbrjoona. panels. 
Spc<:ial. cu.re boa boeD. taken to pro\'!do 

e.mple e~uts, ea.ch pa~ of the houso h3.Yl!l g 
at.least t wo exits. a.na -in solne oases tb't'oo 
t\od [our.- The who.le of the .()xits 2.r~ fire· 
proof, 'arid 1he flights of sinirs ore kept 
sho,.e with broken landings Bne)' ha/{-~""". 

The auditc>riwn is tr-eated de,.'ora.t,vely 
in a Quiet w.y, the ceiling being crossed 
with moulded riI:.G and ·tho dom e over the 
centre being c>rnamentcd with Ionic 
columns and riohly moulded oorn;"". and 
br~oket. , The ,,-aIls of the auditeriUlIl arc 
1111 pBncll&d with reeded pilasters and 
Ionic caps, the walls ·bP.ing panelled with 
enriched moulding<! ' and tIl<> p&nels lllled 
wits silk moko. 

The pr"s""nium opening is fillod in with 
a.n entire slU'Io-und of "Broohe rose mal'bte, 
and the 'space ' abcfr'c tbe prosceniwn 
di~deel with m .. ~bl~ pila,.te:8 Into pnuel. 
WhIoh Ill''' tre.tcd l1i1.th :p&mted figure .ub­
jeots. The feature .of the Iluditorium is 
the d",pensing' with the usun! Bide box .. , 
the apace being u.'!8d to better lId vIlDl.3.ge, 
it is tr.ought, for too providing of' a.bout 
fifty addif ,onol &eats .,u,'oh form pa.rb of 
tbe drus -circI-e. The balcony boxes aro 
surmounted by domes iD :fibrous plastcr 
and divided by short column. with mould<!d 
consols "nd othor :fibrous ornllJllenb. The 
box front.'! are ricbly modeU&d 111 iibrou. 
work and orn~mented in gold DDd colour. 
The prpvailjng- tint of the d<lool"a.t.ione in 
tho auditorium is oroBm aod go~d, but the 
panels ju tho. oeiliDg- are. enrjohed ~ 

I varioud othe.t subdued tints. . .. 

Veotilo.tion is amply providod for by ' 
mea.DS of fresh air mlet vell tHntors with 
due ;provhion against draughts, q.nd tbe 
outlet by mea.ns of a BlaclanlLn's Ia.n 
placed Ilt lhe back of eaoh tier D.nd at the 
top of the dome in the auditorium. Thq8e 
fa.ns are worked by e!eotrio m,'tors, nod 
Ivill change tho entire air in t lle audi­
loriUlIl two or throo times in l.he hour. 
The whole of the theatre. "nd ' appr0aob'" 
are efficiently heated I>y hot water .. ppa­
tUtus on the lo\V-prcsBure oystem. 

The stage measures 70 feot by 40 f-eet., 
and :the height hom tho flcor of the .ta~ 
to the gridiron is 62 fo&t. The .tage 19 

.hut off from ·the auditorium by an R8bes­
to, fire4>roof screen, 36 feot by 30 feot, 
"'ith all tbo latest ILl'ra"i!0montll for r .. is­
ing and lowerjng. 'l1J.e &tnga is nI90 shut 
off from both tbe dre!l8mB'rootn9 nnd a.u­
ditorium by fireproof automlltio doors at 
all obher openings. The sceuery is fitted 
Ill)? on tli-e 1a.test lines. witb 'ballast w.ts 
.nd :fireproofing. 'l)h., oloxM.lo light in­
st delation is of the latest;type, bhe mains 
being brought in f.rom two point<! in cmse 
o.f failure, the number box"", wiring 
reoi~lUlce., stage effects, .. nd ot.her el<!C­
trio a.ppliauoes being thoroughly up-to-
date and of the latest type. . 

The six~n dressi'lll!'-rooms are all 
divided by fireproof p(U'titions, and each 
room ha.s a fireplaoe witih ' gas stav .. , nnd 
iB provided witJ:> hot atld cold ·water. The&e 
rooms are "Vory oomm041ous, lLud ·provide_ 
acoommodation, if lleQl.'6:l:ary, for the 
larg""b compani.,. on tho road. 

The tablellu ourtain, .v .. l1ances, ... nd dra­
peries throughout are ho.ndooooely design&d 
in reel plush wibh onteon Hmnga and bo.-. 
ders, and &.re fitted up to dra.pe all open· 
ings. 

T·he sanillary nrra.ngemonts are porfeO'b, 
lavatories being provided in -ev"ry eection 
of tbe hou"e. . 

Very oxtellSivo teats 'hnve been cnrriod 
ont under the su)!"rvision ' of tho BoroUJ.h 
Engiu.,er, the tl0rs boing Joa.ded .... tm 
oe<nenh oqual to the full oapo.city of the 
vanon.c idersr the greasteat deflection regis­
tering l:.4,OO()t;h pm of the l!PILIl 01: the 

gi1t:s-buildiI\Z ibaa . .also been insPected ~ 
tho local , ~...tah . OOO:mnittee, an d the foIl 
dramAtio · 1109noo h80 'been granted. 

Mr_ Dunean' St~a.Ughen h26 ""ted as 
aler k of th. works. . 

The building htl8 bOon decigned and alil'o 
ried ont und"r t'h" supervOaion of McslJra. 
W. and T. R.Mil'burn, F .R.I.B.A., Fa. .... 
cehi; Em-Get, Sunder11llld, Mr. J. W . White 
being tOO 'builder. .As &t:a.ted in a receut 
issue, the Kevr Empiro -,.,m bo opeued 
on Monday . Dert, J-wy 1, t!le bill 
being t<>PJ>ed by ~ VEst.> TilIey 
wOO laid the foUJ!dni!on·stone on goptem! 
ber 29 lasj;. There "!'Ill 'be an oro~strB 'OI 
twenty '»0l'Iormera, d:ireeted by Mr. ClItari", 
P. Lcl:lor, cl tbe Empire, South Shields, 
Mr'- RiohllI'" Tbornton j. mlUlog11'..~ .u.­
tor, and Mr: E1I.rry Esden i. res .dent m~ 
&jj'Cr. 


