SUNDERLAND'S NEW EMPIRE
THEATRE.

. Opening Performance To-night.

At the inyvitation of Mr. Richard Thornton, e
largs eompuhg of ladies and gentlomen, ineluth’n;
members of the Corporation, were on Satnurday
afterncon accorded & private view of the new
Empire th West, Bundariand.
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whole of the building, with the great sise'and
gorgeousnesn of which seomed to b mueh
impressed. It is, i , & W lly fine
theatre, and one which even the Met is might
well envy. The interisr was especially admired,
its many artistic benuties evoking most laudatory
comments; whilst the theatrical visitors who are
present were unanimons in pronounecing it to be
one of the finest theatres in the country. As was

uontl{: remarbked on Saturday afternoon, the
building 1s well worth oomini. Iomto o

In an interval Mr. Frank Allen nt dires-
tor and ohiof of the staff of the Moes-8toll-Thore-
ton and Allen combine), made a short s in
which ho expressed the hope of Mr. Thormtom
that the new Empire Palaco which be had bad
pluck enough to erect came quite up to their
oK tions. (Hear, hear.) &uﬂng for him-
gelf, Mr. Allen said he was filled with admiration
and astonishment at the beauties of the decors-
ﬁom,thopeﬂeetgoouﬁomﬂh,thoelar
and unobstructed lines of tho cleverly ar-
ranged entrances and exits so neocssary for the
safety of the publio; in fact, taking the theatre
nnwhole.hoeoulduywh’hoon oo that it
would boar fair comparison with the most pre-
tentious in the country. It was twenty-ono yearw
sinoe Mr. Thornton commenced as a music-hall
E.rornotor at South Shields, and the Mb that

hen Inid down: that, enterta ts over
which he had oversight should bo clean and whole-
somo and of auch a character that any man could
safely take his wifo and family to witness, he had
conscientiously adhered to all along. After allud-
ing to Mr Thornton's partnership with 8ix H. E.
oen and the eubscquont entry into the ecombine
of Mr. Ouwald Btoll—the greatest entertainment
enterprise, by the way, that the world had ever
eoen, with a capital of over two millions of money
—Mr. Allan eaid he felt sure that his auditors
would *m that the new Sunderland Empire
Palace Theatre was a credit to the architeets
Mosars. W. W. and T. R. Milburn), to the builder

r.dJd. Whit:l, and to the town, and would prove
bo wortl the beat traditions nUMerots
and eu | undertakings with w Mr. Thorn-
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