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NEW EMPIRE, SUNDERLAND, 

OPE~"'ING CEREMOr-.'Y. 

(From /fur own Correzpo1'l4eflt.) 
By .pooi .. l invitation on Saturd4, 

aftornoon 0. largo number of tho prin ... 
oipnl inhabitants of tbo town, wbich in· 
cludod reprC!sonto.tivcs of the corporation 
and other publio bodios, ho.d tho privi. 
log" of 'a ' private view or this IDngc..ifi­
cent thel1tre---A full desoription of 
which I1ppoarod . in our }I1St issuo. It 
is "monl!" tho In,rgest and finost b"n. 
in the North, and in the opinion of nlany 
pre.on/. · from differont Pllrts of tho 
oountry, somo of whom w'cro cl::pcrts i n 
thoatre construotion , it will boar favour­
"bio oomparison 'wit.h many of tho best; 
in London and the proyirioos. ....l\.ftor ·tho 
house bnd . been thoroughly inspectod, 
Mr. Frank Allon, QooiotiElS' d ircowr a.nd 
ohiof of tho staff of tho sroat Mo •• , ' 
Stall. Thornton a.nd Alien combination, 
,,·ho had nn enthusiastio reooption on b.is 
ro--nppear4DCO ,in his D3tivD town. ad­
dressod the gothoring. Ho snld; -

Dy Mr. 'Ihornton's reQuerl I bor; to bb:l.Dk 
you for tho honour you bRye dono him .by 
your JJfCSenCc here to-ds y, and to express lL 
hope that tbis new Empire PaJ;J.co wblc-h he 
hl\8 bMi pluok enollsb to ereot cometS quitu U)l 
to your cxpectaJtjoru. 8»o!1kin{r for mysell, I 
am ruled ,,'Itb ndmir4tlon o[ the beuutl"" o[ 
the dCOofations, t.hc perfeot acoustic proper­
t i l~, the ' (llear and -unobstrocted lines ot 
eight, a.nd tho devel'ly arrangoil ont.rgJ1Ces 
lLnu o:o.::it.s &0 .neoes.g~ry tor the suoty ot th& 
publk>; ·in loc~. tnkln~ ttlo theAtre I\.S a wbole. 
1 CtlD with confidence su,y t.hat j~ will ' bear 
fllr complU'lson wi1lh the Dlost pre1.entiOu. 
in trho OOlmtry. and I am .sure reftcot6 ~ tbe 
gl"e:.t.ost crodib UPOD the rucbiteot6. our ' own 
t.ownsmcn. t he llroLhDfs ~ilbDTl1 . . who ha v" 

,designed ~ c:url&d O\lt the \\0' k In ": R. 
m2lrner wort.h)' of their IC/lUlo.t~on . '('"Ins. [ 
..s.u..'WIO them, t)IB src2tcst fI,.'ltbta.ction to tho 
m!lll.:lfdns; uirocior; ':Mr. Rich.:u'Cl Thoraton, 
!lJl d tl'Jo,Qc l\! lio Br 0 QI.SO()h~tod wit!i hIm. U. 
Is t.wenty*ouo yea.t6 since be. Mr. Tllornton . 
oommenced his fl..rs.t "Vcnture L'I a muslo b:lH 

I 
proprietor In SoutJt SIlI.klB Wlth l'ODr bumble 
SeT\lQJ1t aB hie general IJHUl.:lgor, ilnd I ~'cll 

rcmomber .flow olUoiul h~ W:1fl during our fir".. 1\1 T R M 'lb ' t ' t' hJ t d L p U r..J . I I urn, in a orl.'sp o.nd 
t:l OrvlOW 0 tmpre....~ upon me s gren l'Bn6 morry littlo sooooh, p"l' d • wllrm d 
t h:lt tile ontertammeRt which \\':l3 about t.o ~ 0 an 
bo ptellCntod to hiB patrons .bauJd be clcnn thoroughly \Vol[ dosor'<ld tributo to tho 
wul \\i1olcsomc. Not.hl.."18 mu.. .. t 1>0 :lI1()wod. oontraotors and sub.oontraotors, who bad 
c itJ ler In '\\'OM or Gooluro, on t.he lrl>'4;O bho.t done thoir war]c DO woll,. nnd J;'iYon ,[;'ono­
cOll ld pos."ilbly offend tho m od faotJdloua. !l'he rol So.tisfBotion, It is plo6sing to ndd 
onter~gbiment mus t be of lSuoll lI.. chn.r.o.o1,or horo thnt t.ho dosignors and gonoral oon .. 
\ b nl , ny rn. n C<U' ,vi,h .a1etr briD;: Ills wllo traotors .. U boloDg to tho town nnd dis-
and l .amlly to wItness, snitl Mr. ThorntoD. t ' Af d 
T hcao woro tho prlnoiplca hut! down by bJm not. torwar s tbo oompany a.djourned 
at I;ho bO~i\l\jltg of hiB O:lroer. cmd theso uo to tho oircJo saloon, whoro rofroshmenli3: 
h!s prillci111es ta-d:a.y, From the s$he.s of nn were sorvod, and aftor R vory pJoA .innt 
old workshol. in Union Alloy, SOU~l Shielus, aftornoon tho gath~ring diBP.Or6cd. 
nearly tw~nty·two )'CIU5 as:o arose. JJhconi:c- A~ong thoeo pros"nt woro ~i~ VcstB 
Ukc. libe prett y :: t1,lo t,hontro h-nOWll ... TIlley .. nd hor husbllnd, Mr, \Valter Do 
Thol:nt.on's Var ioUes, un d wMoh unQurotion- F "'... R' h d 
.:.tbly hHR PfO'"OO itself the jum.pin,,-oIY bOllTd reoo, j. .. .Lossrs. tC llr 'l'horntonJ FrAnk 
to .11 his future 6Dcce .. , rul undertnkl.JJ ~s in t.ho Alien, Sidncy Stcne, S, Gething, W . It. 
busIness. f£'6ultlng in his name . bl'Jnc promJ~ Gillandors, Franlc Elliott, Henry Esdon, 
n~ntly ll...'Uoctntcd wlt-h tho greatest 6ntettnln· tho rosidont managor, .John PoJJow, 
ment ontorpriso tho ),'orld h:\.S evor .seen, witb :Harry L. Co.rlo, Alfrod ·Dro\"no. ropro-­
Cl oRplt.:\.l 01o\'cr t.wo u,1ll1on" of money, A few. oonta.tivas of tho ]oolll ProBO , TnH STA08. 
yC'&r~~ utter tile commencernont of his South and othors. ThQ hall was oponed to the 
Shiolds venture Mr. TI,orntoo, "'ho by bbi. publio on Mond .. Y', whon .. t both .hows 
tlmn had Ilddcd the Royal, 8ulldorl"no; ·tho the house WDS filled to its utmost oapa-
Alh::mlbrn, Wos1I TI!U'tlopool ; and tbt3 EmpIre, ' 
N OWQ IUI Uo----thO l ::kt.b!l being 'Only )ULl"lI )' _ co-mw . o~t.Y. The oponing ooremo~y was vcr}, 
, '!Q~.Ad when he joinoo. PaMl1erahlo with 1.o11nt; Simple, thoro boing no speakIng, Ilnd OOOw 
grcQv,,,,,,,_,,,,,l1. ~tr, n, E, Mo .. , now 51r sisled ollly of the Bin,!,ing of the National 
Edll'4:rd MOM. · . " . :. ,Hn~., me their fiI$t Anthem by ~[iss Li!,on Lea, whiob, ~_ 
~l!n(! rnl manager wlNl n sel\:\, · .:~ . , ~:fl0 ~~u, understand, 18 tho Sixth timo this artist 
:l po..'\It.lon I have 110Ld tho hononr or DOJ ... !!!; has offioiated for tbo Bamo flrm in · a 
for non.rly tw~nty year,. Then lldLlltiomt . ' ] , It· 1 . 'd th 
wore mndc wltoh 8t:lrllfn~ rn.pJdHo), . IUld a. .1'ow- SIf!11 ~r-. \\ ay. 18 a ~o a O~lDOI cnoo a.t 
year. ].,tcr, just to put the flnl8hfnK touches, thJS IS the sco,?nd tuno Bmoo Docombor 
nnon 1I11i.s wondorful combJn:ltion. Mr. 06wald 24 }",st thu.t M]~8 Loo. hAS boon a IUom:' 
Swll joined lore.. wll.l1 ttioll\, adding ' l ils ber of the opemng oornpnny of two no ..... 
honutlCul VAJ'lot.y thOBtroo t.o tho a.irt'a.dy long then.tres in Sundorland. ,Aftor n fino 
list . And now bero WG, ~:\\'e ~ho vebcun Mr. perforn\a.noo of the ovorturo to William. 
l'homton cominlt UJ> smllml< WIth n ftnal caort Pell the variety portion of tho pro-
W try :md ecllps. the lot by nadlng tbl. th. d cl :<L " . . ~ 
p:tlatlAl abruOf.,UrC, nU\l\inR' Zl J(ftl.nd toloal of R't:amme was on P,ocq? (1 VI......... 't ~a".,!, 
thi r tly-umCl, COJl,prloJu;; aome or bho finc.s1l np- TlIJov, who. of oourso, .toppo~ tho bill, 
polnt.od thent"" In t.~. world- A rcoor~ bhol> dehg'hted the hugo .udJOnoo .mmonsoly. 
will ·tJIl<e ~ lo~ ot bc .. t ln" by tlleuo wbo try and wna rcoalled ropeatedly. Tbo 
to follow D.. In cODolusian, I.dleo and SoustoffB (cyolonio dancers), Will Van 
~entl.mOD, DlIow me t-o .,pr,,-" 0. hopo that All.n (musioal tramp), Thorpe and Coe 
t he new Sunderland Emplro PA]:u!(!. whjch .1 in skotch, My Burgla,r, and . nlso . Lilinn 
nm sure is n credit to the tlroJliteo~. D.. credlb Loa in har pretty ~astorD.l socnn Primr0l6 
to 1i1 r, Thornton. llud !l credit to tllO town ' . ' . ' 
w!it be! worthy of tho best t,rndHlom; 01 ou; FII.TmI were he artl y rQoolvod. Inoluded 
numeroas and sllooGSsrul lIn<lertR.lcinga. And also ~ore W'. FulbIook and company .. 
tlmt tho pooplo or Sunderlnnd will not bo Moudl. li'ranoIB, Oh .. rlea Kny, "nd a 
s low in .ol lo)"InR' "heir npprocbtlon ot wllat biosoopio pioturo roprcsenting Miss Tilloy 
~e \901"f,~y promoter hn.s dono tor them , by la.ying the founda.tion-stono of tho tholltre 
alvlnll lUID tholr most souorow and h •• rly on Soptember 29 lnst. .An important 
snpport. I thank IOU onc. moro for t.he nnd notlLble fDaturo of the entortainment 
IIonOllr you bnve done us b. your nttond· ·' th fi h ,. f Dnce here IJo.dnv. . ]8 ,e , no ore astra, OOnslstlng' 0 t~·'1nty 

. mUSICUl1l.'. who ore undor the "blo baton 
oE Mr, Charles p , LoIler, reoentl y musical 
director at the Empiro. South Shielas. 


