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NEW EMPIRE, SUNDERLAND,
'~ OPENING CEREMONY.

(From eur ewn Correspondent.)

By ospocinl invitatior on Saturday
aftornoon a largo number of tho prin-
cipnl inhabitants of tho town, whioch in-
cluded represontatives of the corporation
and other publio bodics, had tho privi-
lego of a-private view of this mngnifi-
cent theatre—a _full desoription of
which appoared .in our last issue. It
is among tho largest and finest halls
in the North, and in tho opinion of many
prosonk~ from different poarts of tho
countzy, some of whom woro experts in
theatre conmstruction, it will boar favour-
abio comparison with many of tho best
in London and tho provincos. Afior -tho
houso had -been thoroughly inspectod,
Mr. Franlkk Allon, aoceicting dircotor and
chiof of tho staff of tho groat Moss,
Stoll, Thornton and Allen combination,
who had an enthusiastio rococption on bis
ro-appearanco in his nativo town, ad-
drossed the gothoring. Ido said:=—

By Mr. Thornton's request I beg to bhank
you for the honour you have dono him by
your presence here to-day, and 1o express a
hope that this mew Emplre Palaco which he
hne had pluck enough to creot comes gquite vp
to your cxpectations. 8poaking for myself, I
am filled with admiration of the beautles of
the dcoorations, the perfeot acoustic proper-
tics, the clcar and unobstructed Iines of
sight, and the cleverly arranged ontrances
and oxits so necessary for the safoty of the
publio; in fact, taking the theatre as a whole,
I can with oconfidence say that it will bear
fair comparison wivth the most prelentions
in tho country, and I am sure rellects -the
greatost credit mponm the archbiteots, our own
townsmen, the Lirothers Milburn, .who have
- designed and ecarried out the wo'k im7"a
manner worthy of their reputation, «iving, [
spsure them, the greabest rablsfaction to the
oranaging diroctor, Mr. Richand Thornton,
and thoso who aro assoclated with him. 1t
ia twenty-ono years since he, Mr. Thornton,
oommcnced his flreb venture es a musio hali
nroprietor In South Bhiehls with your humble
gervant as his general manager, and 1 wel

remember how oaroiul he was during our firac
interview to impress upon me his grent desire
that the ontertainmert which was about Lo
Le presentod to his patrons should bo clean
and wholesome. Nothing musat be allowed,
citlier in word or gooturo, on the stago bhaob
conld possibly offiend tho mos$ faotidlous. The
entertaiiment must bo of such a churnctor
that any man can with ealety bring his wifo
and Ismlly to witness, snid Mr. Thornton.
These were the principles laid down by bim
at Bho beoginning of his carcer, and these aro
his principles to-day. From the ashes of an
old workshop in Union Alley, Soutly Shields,
nearly twenty-t\Wwo years age arose, phoonix-
ilke, the pretty btle theatre Kkoown anm
Thornton’s Varicties, and which wnquostion-
2bly hsa proved itself the jumpinpg-olt bourd
to all his future successiul undertakings in the
business, resulting in his name belng proml-
nently nssoctated with tho grentest entertanln-
ment ontoerpriso the world has ever seen, with
n orpital of over two milllons of money. A few.
years after the commencernont of his South
Shiolds ventore Mr, Thornmbton, who by thie
timo had wxkied bdhe Ioyal, Sundorland; -tho
Alhambra, West Hartlepool; and the Empire,
Newcnstle—the latter being only partly. com-.

sfetad when he joined partnership with that
Eront -wirv....’20  Mr, H. B. Moss, now Sir
Edward Moss, sp,.. tine me thelr Arst

genernd manager with "a séixv . -<2.tho board,
a poaitilon I bhave had the honour of fioieing
for nearly twenty years. Then additions
weore mado with startling rapidity. and a few
vearg Iater, just to put the finishing touches-
upon this wondorful combination, Mr. Oawald
Stoll Jjoined forces with Gtliem, adding  lils
honutiful varioty thentres to tho alrcady long
list. And now hero we have tho veboran Mr.
Thornton coming up smiling with o final eflort
to try and eclipse the iot by nading this
palatial struoture, making a pgrand al of
thirty-uine, coniprioliiz vume of tho Oncst ap-
pointed thenires in the world——n record that
will take a lot of beating by thcio who try
to follow us. In conclusion, ladies and
gentlemen, allow me to express a hope that
the new Sunderland Empire Palace, which I
am sure is n oredit to the architects. a credib
to Mr. Thornton, and a ecredit to the town,
will be worthy of the best traditions of our
numerons and successful wundertnkings, and
thnt tho people of Bunderland wlll not bo
slow in showing tholr appreciation of what
the worthy promoter has done for them, by
giving him_theoir most gemerous and henrty
snpport. I thonk you once moro for the
lonour you have dome us by Yyour attend-
ance hera to-day.

Mr. J. R, Milburn, in a orisp and
morry liftlo speooh, pnid 2 warm and
thoroughly woll dosorved tributo to tho
contraotors and sub-contraotors, who had
dono thoir work so woll, and given gone-
rol satisfootion. Yt is pleasing to ndd
horo that tho dosignors and gonoral oon-
trootors all belong to tho town nnd dis-
triob. Aftorwards tho company adjourned
to tho cirolo saloon, whoro rofroshments
wore served, and aftor a vory_ pleasant
aftornoon tho gathoring  dispersed.
Among thoso present woro Miss Vestn
Tilley and hor husband, Mr. Walter De
Freoo, Mossrs. Richard Thornton, Frank
Allen, Sidnoy Stone. 8. Gething, W. R.
Gillanders, Frank Elliott, Henry Jlsdon,
tho romidont manogor,  John Pellow,
Harry L. Carlo, Alfred Browne, ropro-
sontatives of tho loonl Pross, Tme STAGE,
and others. The hnll was oponed to the
public on Monday, whon at both shows
tho house was fillad to its utmost ompa-
city. The oponing ocoremony was_very
simple, thore boing no spoaking, and ocon-
sisted only of the singing of the National
Anthom by Miss Lilian Lea, whioh, s
understand, is tho sixth timo this artist
has officiated for the same firm in:a
similar. way. It ig also a coinocidence that
this is the second timo sinco Decombor
24 last that Miss Loa has boen a mem-
ber of the opening compnny of two now
theatres in Sunderlend. r o fno
performance of the ovorturo to William
Teil the variety portion of tho pro-
gramme Was then procooded with. Vuostn
Tilloy, who, of courso, * toppod the bill,"
delighted the huge audionco immonsely,
and was rteoalled ropeatedly. Tho
Soustoffs (cyclonic dancers), Will Van
Allen (musionl tramp), Thorpe and Coe
in sketch, Afy Burglar, and. also. Lilian
Loa, in hor protty pastoral scena, Primross
Farm, were heartily roceived. Xnoluded
also wore W. Tulbrook and company.
Maudie Franois, Charles KAK/I and a
bioscopio picturo ropresenting Miss Tilloy
laying the foundation-stone of tho theatre
on Soptember 29 Ilast. . An important

.and notable foaturo of the entortainment

is the fine orchestra, consisting of twenty
musiciany, who are undor the able baton
of Mr. Charlos P. Loller, rcoontly musical
director at tho Empire, South Shielas.



