
THE SUNDERLAND EMPIRE. 
• 

On. 6aLurda)' afl4lrooon la ~ " larg~ " nd f .. bion· 
able c:ompaoy oumWrlnl( WIDe 1000 pe_ne. 
auepl.ed Ihe iov itallon of ltr n ,chard Thomtoo 
and hi c:o.partntn 10 a pri vate " ... of Ihelr 
lale8L venlure. a fu ll d r lplloD of which '" gave 
laH week . 

The visllors ",ere r«&l ved by lIr, and ~'r , R ich , 
TbtJrnlo n. lIr. 'ydncy lone. lid lIr. "rtlnk AlleD. 
.tc. 10 the cln:le 6810011 . Amt)1lg I Ih re pr.,,; nt we 
nOLiced Mr, ",,,Iter d Free<:e and lI lM Veeta 
TIIIC'y, Mr, and ll tll. T, R. Mll bunl , lIr , aDd M re. 
\\'an , lIlIburll , .... Id . POll , T , J ohn n, J ,p .. J , W , 
·mllh. AlIOI n . J ,p , 1( , l(<'3d h,ad , Rulland . 

J .I'. J , R«I Y. Wm, Carte r ( ' tu~f ·oll5lablt). 
<.;oundllonl H unl le),. 0 , Bell . 0 , Me .. ·. J ,p .• 
Wm. Blanchanl. H a ~ Inlil. - "' 311 . ....rtMlrooa. 
J o lill8Oo. Goo. Barlram . G , ' wall , Hullon. 
Prau . J ,p,. J , H, 11 .11, 81ld ' 11 ; Ihe M8),or of 
J arror; 1)lr, W. J , !CAlM a), I , .' ''''IC'r , J ,p., Col. aod 
Mra, SI'lUlII, Dr, and l1r , llDrk ln, .\I t r , 11 . R . 
~ ichol!O)o , Wm , Mil burn . jun , e, W. La lng, • . W. 
1IlJburn , D, \\' ,I80n , J 1' . 1111<1 II , \\, II8On. R. 
Murra)" p, Thornl ull , \1' , R, l( ur11'301 . 000. 
T bompllUn ( uth ' h i ~lds tJIIlPJr(' ) , 1( , 11 Mu heM 
( Manag6/' ' uode rland T h I rea . f· r ... 1 aod 
lIr Smle), I ~ e .. cn I le l. J v. Hemlng .. .,y 
I tto),al Thealre) . Mr , P~ lIo ,,' I ' ar Bd. M '. 
OeOlH'llI .Matul/!,f' r). ~I r. G elhi"g I llmp ire 0 , triet 

I Kanager). and Me r , J , aDd n , C . wn ( Ro),al 
Tbeatre. Soulh ' h i lds' , and nl h r , I n tbe eou_ 
of the al Lemonn , Mr, frank .\ IIf' n. on b~half of 
Mr, Tbornton and hi OO·P IHtll ~l'l! . ppe red 1) 11 the 
ta(le and addr~ Ih audlenu f Ilow~ ,-
" Ladle!' Slid G nlleme n,- By lIr. Thorn .oD· re-, 

qu est. I ~ to thunk YCJ U for Ihl' hon ur ),OU ha e: 
don" him by y ur pr nee hrrl' 10-<13), . 80d tJ ex: 
p a hop" Ihal 1111 I .... W l!rnpar I'n .• (t . " hicb' 
he bu had pluck enough I er t. com Qu ite up le: 
your npec:latlons , 'peak lng fo r OI)·se lf . J am, 
1I 1Ied! "' ilh adnllratlon and IIstonl IlInent at the' 
bMutiee of th e decomtioJlS. th e perfect acouatl~ 
p.nputit . the clear and unobslructfd lioes o~ 
sight the cleverly IIrrtln~t'd enl ra nee and elit .. 
1lt>Cu:.mry for t.he sa fl'ty of Ih public; In fact, 
Inking th th..atre u a whole. J can" ith cooll, 
d~nce 53)' IIlat It "' Ill !:>ea r fa ir romparil!On "' ith 
the tn06~ pretentious in the coun t ry . and J alll 
ure reflects the g real.;..t credit upon tbe arehi· 

tecl~. our ow n to"' 1\ m n. th e Brothe~ Milburn, 
\\' ho have doe iglltd aud carried out . ~he w~rk in • 
manner .. 'o r~by of t~i r reputal lOn, gIvi ng. I 
a ure lhem. "be g reatel MIl. faction to tbt 
Manag ing. Director. Mr. R ichard Thornton . alWl 

• thOlM> wbo "re llMOClated, ,d tb b im. It is t.eat)' 

one )'ears &i nce he (Mr, ThorntoD) commenced bll ~.Iusic . '38 rf'nderf'd at Inlerval~ . and a ller!. 
li nt vcnlure a s a ma.slc,ball proprietor In bY! of "bark.clolb " "' f' re unIurled and> duly admired 

hirld s . .. itb you r bumble ~"ant as bl. Gen_l· by Ih olll' pr~nt , . 
Manager. and J .. 'ell remember h~ .. carefu l be ... ~Ir, Thornlon bM appoint~d 88 hi8 R~ldent 
during ou r liMIt inte rv iew to Impl'Nll u~n 1Dt ."cl inll.Manager Mr, Harry Esdel,!. a gC'otieman 
h is g reat desi re that the entertainment .. blcb w .. of . · id" nperience and great ability . lalt'ly man· 
abouL to be prt60nted to b~ patrool bould bed ..... IIger of Ihe Newra~tle hOIl _ , 
and .. holet'lOme; nOlhing mnst be allowed eitber III A large lIud ience a_mbl.d at I,he opening OD 
.. ord or gf!6t ure on the stage that, coula ~Ibl, ~ondny . ,,' h"ll> lll!'S \,p.sta Tlney headed the bill . 
olfend the m t fUl ld io us; Ihe e.ntenainmen.t mnl The orchtSlra . unMr th e bA to n 0 1 Mr. C.~, P. 
be of surh a cltara('ter tbat an), man can wll./I Loller , s lrurk up Ihl' n~t, stl'3l ns of t,he NatIonal 
sa fely bring hi " ' ife aoa famj(y 10 .. ·it n_ IIr-AId ,~n thN1l , The auctlt}llce roS(' 10 their feet . the cnr· 
Mr. Thornton . Th_ " 'ere tho principle. Iaie! l:l in5 oPf'n«l . and Mli'l' Lillsu Lea advaoced, aDd 
do .. n by him at t,h .. beginning of bis career. aDd ~unlt' .. God a" " th e King ." ,t h ... audience lustily 
tbeee a re tbe principl t8 to-day . From ~he ...... jlJinlllg i n Ihe> chorus. The lalt Singer " 'M backed 
of ao old . ·ork hop in U nlon·allt'y , Son"" 8bleldl. by Mr, Ricbard Thorol on . It Bd. M~. Mr. 
nearly t,,'entr· t .. ·o yea r aeo. aroM'. pbc:ulx·llte, 0 w"ld 81011. ~Ir , frank Alien. Mr. SydMY StolHl. 
the pretty li tt le theaLre kno"' n as Tboroton', Mr. Wm, ~liIbu rn , Mr. T . R. Mllburn . Mr. J , W. 
\·lIrietiea. and . ·h ieb unquut lona bly b .. prone! Wh ite. _ Mart in, ILl'f'dsl. Mr. \\' . de Fre«l'. Mr. 
itself tbe jamlllng,o!f bollrd to all his fntare ftC, Gelh ing (G IIl5go,,'1. ond Mr, R . , Eeden. Act,iol' 
cee!'ful aodt'rlak ings in Ihe busi nCM, resulllog iI MAnagC'r, On Mi s Le3 ('onelud lllll ht'r ~Io. a 
hi name bei ng proml~n~ly aseoclllted ,,·itb tlH hUll! "hor.!!' shoo" bouquet. sy m bolico I of good 
greatt6t entf'rtainment eDterpr iae the .!'orld It.at luck to t he veMurt'. ,,'II! brought to Mr. Thorn toQ 
ever I\eCID ... lib a capital of over tll'O million 01 a m i!il!t, rhteMl. The p rog ramme wns comn,tf'n,ced 
mooo)' . A fell' years after the commt'DCC'tDf'Dt 01 b~' Iht' orchffltra plnYlnll the o" t'rlul"t1 10 n III. ~ .. 
his Soatb 8h ield.~ ven ture. Mr. ThorotoD. wbo bJ Tell . Mr. fulibroolk anct company were the llrat 
this time bad added the Theatre Roral. Snndiftrlaad 10 appftl r . And th" skt'u h . ,4stroltomv . soon had 
the Alhambra . W08I Rartl llJ)OOl. and· tbe Empire th .. 811d iOllce in e~ctllenl humo ur, Tben came 
Ne ... rastle. the lall .. r ool\ir only parlly c:ompleted Thol'1'\' IInd l 'ot' i ll "' most amu ,Ing comedy· 
when he Joined p,utnf'rship .. itb thal great ahow, s kNCh , t'ntlt lNi .I1 v Il llr(/ /", . Ihn~ ~alt I Y kt'l)t: the 
man. Mr. R . E, )Io~. no"- ir Edward MOll!, ap, hou!IC In !'03 rs, Miss ~la ut1 ie fl'llOCI8 " 'lIS delight. 
point iD« me their II rs t G~neral . Manager, witb I fu l ,n a s mart Mild (\:trICP. The uslolfs proved 
~t 00 tbe board . 11 positJolI> I ba,'e had tbf themS!'h'ts ~marl and n imbi .. ryclolue daneo"" aod 
honour of hold ing for nearly twenly )'ea~ . Thea Will \· an-.~II,," , th., mu~iCl\1 tramp. " '88 nrr 
addit lon& were made "' it h startling rapidIty, and d ivtrt ing , Mi!lS \'c.-tl\ T illr)' was recei "fd .. itb 
a f~w rears Inter. just to put, Ib ... II n i ~h!ng toueheol UPl'OOriou 3pplaul'<' . Her ftrs l ~lIg . .. Wh" 11 tbe 
UPOD th ill .. onderful combination, Mr. Oswald fight girl COol I\'< along ," ,,'8S g i\'oo, in tine ~t)'le, 
- toll joined force.. wlt,h th em , "dd iog h l~ beauli . nnd W3!> hMrtJly gl't'etl"l . Rtr ne~t. Tbe 
ful va riet )' t,h.-atl't'8 to Ihe already loog Itst , And 8OIditr." ,,'as " t ry tnjo),lI ble, She rf'Sponded ",i~h 
no .. ·. bere 1I'C' ha,'e tbe <tternn Mr. Thorntoo. "follo"' ln(l in falher' s foot6lep& "; and Mr. 
c:oming up smili ng "' il h a llnal .. !fo rt to try and Thornt on appNl re.1 on Iho sceofl and Pre&C'oted Lbe 
ecllp~ Ihe lot by add inlf this palatial el rue,t~ I'fI, artist wllh a lo,'rl), bouquet of "'hite 110 .. _ 
makio(l a grand lota l of th irty· ninf' , compnSl OC a midst 31l11Ia uS6. Sht' soon re.&ppt'llMl aod' ga"e 
some of the IIneel appolDt~ tlt t.tree 10 the" The> _ side sultan" capitally , Tbe Biograpb 
1I'0rld . A record that " ' i11 take a lot of beeli OC sho"'«I an. inle_t ing serit'8 of ItviOlf p ictures of 
b)' those .. ho try 10 folio" us , ID c:oocl usioD. Miss " esta T illty layill4r tbe foundat ion 6t~1WI or 
lad i"" and gentiemen. &lIow me to esprey a tbe preseot palatial buildlDg some twehe montlla 
hoPf' , III ,,' hlch I hope you ... ,11 aJl join. that, Ibe since Charl l!8 "ay rendered! an. amusing medJe.J 
nu' underland Emp ire ~nI8C1'. "'hlcb J am s:.re on. ~nlt8 paat and preeent . aod Xi. LlIlan ~ 
Is a (fed·it to the ,ArChl tec IS. a credit ~ r. brough t t.he programme to a clOlll'l lI'it,b a pl\\ttJ 
Thornton . and a cr~dlt to Ihe two. 11'111 be \\ort~ t it led "Dear Little Prlmroee." 8he 
of tho be~t trad it ions of oa r nume roas and 8U~ ecena ,,, ~n.ish sorrow" IIlI a manner that" .. 
ful undt'rtak ings and that th t people of Sunder· -D« . ' 
land "' il l oot, be' 510\\' In sho"' iu thei r apprec!a..: k~nl)' apprecIated , 
tion of "'hat the worthy promoter has done , • • 
t hem. by gh' lng him t,htlt most geMrous aod 
hnrl), ~upport. J th ft nk you ont'e more for tbe 
honour )'OU hl\" o do oe u by your allt'ndance bere 
t<HIa)' ." 


