
Curtain falls for last time 
at a York theatre 

A rrER M years of show busl.,., .. the Empire Theatre. York. 
which belan In 1902 when the converted Com Exch.nae was 

opened as the Grand Opera House and Empire with a pantomime 
starrinl the late Florrie Forde. 
closed down on Saturday ni,ht. 

Before th~ curtain came down 
for the lilt time .t the end of the 
Jerond houl e. Mr. J. J. Cullen and 
members of the theatre It_" 
rathered on the II. Ie to "Y UI.nk 
you and farewell to the ludJenee. 

TIlen Ule Itatl. arm. linked. and 
the audience lin. .. Auld Lan. 
Sy ne." In the audience wal Mr .. 
F1or~ce Powell. .Ied ;2. of 
Cherry 51_t. York. a reauiar 
.ltender at the theatre . inee the 
second week of it, ex>enln, In 1t02. 

I 

On behalf of the st.rr Mn. Ann 
Lievesley. the lecret.ry. praented 
a wrilt watch 10 Mr. Cullen. Lat .. 
there ..,.11 •• taff Dirty. 

THE IIIAIO .. 1 

Outlide Ihe Uleatre a biU .. I 
posted (ivin, the rea ..... s for 
<losin, down. It rftd: • TIli' 
Ule.tre bal been ciosed by the 
crlppUna entertainmmt tax ,"d 
untair. untaxed ~tertalnment b7 
televiJion. Television pa,1 no tax. 
Tel...ulon presents millie-hill 
showl _en dnl a week. Inchld­
in, SundOYI. 'hie Uleatre II not 
allowed to open on 5und.y . 

• Losses .... t.lned by televillon 
.re mlde up out of ,our llhe tu­
pa, ..... ., pocket. No o\)ler bulln_ 
in tbe eounlry ean sUrvIve under 
Iud! deliberately unf.t, ~­
tI.... Where II Brltllh fair play? " 

• 


