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" Hesa wpltd cbancter mt'a “Tne
Deacon.” Andyou can - see him in’
‘“Alfas. the Deacon,” which {5 being
‘presented at the Hollywood Playhouse.
' ’rmszsa.nixty. Both are in fact—
the pla.y and’ the playhouse, snd
den’t miss the one, Or wait until the
next, production blooms to sce the
other:’

And: 1: somebody sho\nd say qu.l.e

Ca

“'epligs the Deacon,” of course, is s
genre piece. That's 8 nice highbrow,
‘adjective for 8-plece which-izn't in
any sense highbrow. It's the kind.of
show that anybody can enjoy, who
isn't too fantastically . particular
ahout 8 play's mes.sage, or its subﬂe-
tiea as entertainmen .

- Fundamentally, "Anas the Deacon
is good ‘old-fashioned "“melodrams,
with a.more’ ar less authentic char-
acter study in, the bargain. - '

Nearly everybody will lake the Dea~

cynicanymtthue“nn'tgomgwbe
any next ‘production,” what with all
the theatera ,throwing' thelr ‘doors
open hereabouts, why give him’ the
steely glance. For this lttle howsew
in the suburbs, if you want to call,
Hollywood wmrm newly scquired |
Gay White Way the suburbs, is des-
ﬂnednomulpmpecmrorablgand
popular hit, - s

That's, {he’ wny the show game s/
growing hereabouts and nowadays—!
and that's the particular and promis-'
ing, individuslity of . this lttle .in-
stivugion for the spoken drams, which;
held its housewarning last.evening.

Anyway, the Hollywood Playhouse
has arrlved, and it is a beauty, what |
with & grand stalrcase and a patio,
not to speak of an electric lighting.
equipment that - provided s special
thrill for those Who. sttended the:
premiere. . Comfortabls- seats, - and,
uxurious appomﬂnenm—mrmth be- |
tokened from floor 10 celling—these ate
among {ts distinguishing features. Or-
nateness and intimacy-—ons can go
right on calling forth the words that
it a description.. A: Spanish ‘motit
in the architecture—thsat's nos to"be
forgotten—naor the two pepper trees {n
front either. Altogether it is some-
thing to.vislt, and ‘a5 soon as pos-
sible t be up to the minute because
1: happens % be different.

- The " Hollywood Playhouse s
ueona to incresse the illumination
of Vine strest within the past ten
days. It is only a block away from
the Vine-street Theater. And so this
thoroughfare is suddenly acquiring &
personality- 1n the realm of enter-
talnment.

An - audience’ quite as brilllant as
anyatapremleretookpmmthe
fesuvities of the first presentation.
The: theater itself i3 a fulfillment of
3 community effort, although it does
not come .{n the clasxification of &
community theater, and ¥4 W. Bow-A
land, as its general manager, acts
also as -its official sponsor, although
there are many other well-known
people of the boulevard sector- on
the directorate. -

“Allas the Deacon” 18 s cheerful af-
falr—very suitable for s first produc~
tion. It is presented with several past
members of the New York presenta-
tion, notably with Berton Churchill,
who virtually - enjoys -the - starring
honors  as the deacon. Interest
filmwise was contributed by the ap-
pearance of  Helen Ferguson, who
made her stage debut in. this play:
Helen herself is - authorxty for..'the
‘fact that she has -never -appeared
heretofore in front of the footlights,
which makes the debut unanimous,
and, in view of the sentiment of her
performance, quite a victory for her.
She ought to be glad news to John
Golden, since the role is of that type,
type perfect, being.that of & herolne
tn. much distress because of the man.

con. Jf ‘it ian't his" card-sharping
that ‘appeals, it will be. the lft of
his eyebrows, and the way e clears
his throat, not to speak of the man
ner, quite his own and- thoroughly
mischievous, tn which he helps people
out of their difficulties. He's another
of playdom’s popular scoundrels,
sugar-coated and made likeable,” °
. Churchill. impersonates him
wlth plcnty of suavity. His comedy
rcauy merits the adjective of unctuous
| e~which I8'a word today that almost
needs a Webster to explaln it, be-
cause it has been applied & otten
and so’indiscriminately. . - .

In any event, 4t is clever ocomedying.
Some may-call the part actor-proof,
but that’s hardly in either the cards
or. the ahu.{ne. The bridge .players
seemed to get g'eat enjoyment. incl-
dentally out of the stage talk per-
| taining to this, and nearly every game

-that the Deacon played was good for

much amuscment.

At the, same time, it 18 really the
finer poirfts in Churchill's character-
1zation, of which thre are many, that
really Iend it d.istincﬂon a.nd explain
its popularity.

The first scene was a.box car, and
this was 2 unique item. This epi-
sode ‘was on the. whole very . well
staged with motion-picture effects.
There was_some vagueness only to
one .0f the . pictorial . impressions,
while the train was stoppmg.

- As'in "L!ghtmn”' ‘which ' the play
slightly  resembles,” - otnher = develop-
ments  center in 8 hotel,:and wrre
mainly about how a young ‘couple
pursue. their way to .a “they-lived-
happlly-ever-after” ending against all
sorts’ of ‘complicdtions and. obstacles.

The -boy -was 'efliclently done by
Walter Emerson of the original com-
pany and the girl by Miss Ferguson.
whose  performance ‘merited. much
commendatlon. particularly  {m _the
Iater acenes. Hero she waa more sure
of herself. s

‘There were - mamenu .when .. the,
cast taken all in all’ could have en-
tered more ssnumcly into- the .spirit
of the play, and certain moments also
where the stage direction could have
been less forced and easler, but the
production  completely regarded was
very pralseworthy... ces . Under-
wood, who was.very acceptabdle; Jim-
my Guilfoyle, Walter Percival, Gloria
Gordon, Lillian Hukett. wunm Tur~
ner,” young .‘Joaeph Depew, " Wilbur
Hibby and Berdall Jacobs were among
the more {mportant players. The plece
wus directed by A. Leslie Pearcs, and
1t may be mentionted was written by
John B. Hymer and Le Roy Clemens,
who have undoubdtedly hit the popu-
lar sort of ides for s oomeﬁy-melo-
drams. |

‘Edwards Davis made a- mlmd:d
speech of dedication. in which Me
spoke about the many theaters here
as significant of the revival in the
spoken drame, He was 1nttoduced by

she loves.

,

Emmett CorTigan.




