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A BLEND Of SPANISH AND ITALIAN MOT f 
Picturing Loew's new 4,OOO-seat Valencia theatre in Jalnaica, N. Y., designed by John Eberson 

[ALL VALENCIA PHOTOS BY BROVi 1 ' 1 G, . Y.] 

. . 

Loo/,ing jr01n the m.ezzanine floor, through a 7. r.ought-i?'on 
balcony ?'aiLing a'J'l.d a rnaze of arches, down into t.he main 
jO'}Yer. The design is basically Spanish, zvith Italian styles 
influencing the secondary decorative features, particularly in 
the lighting. Notable is the m'eked-border 'wall t1'eat111e11.t. 
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Right: The audi
t ,0 r i u m, loo k i 11 9 
toward the left 
wall, near the pros-

cenium. arch. 

• 

• 
. -

, 

Below: The at
mospheric d-e s i g n 
as executed for the 
1~ight .wall of the 

auditorium . . 

• 



Albove: A rched re
cesses and brilliant 
c e i ling treatment 
in the foyer on the 

mezzanine floor. 

-

11 9 

Left: A n inner 
foyer on the mez
zanine floor show-
1'ng use of tile for 

the w a.inscot, 

, . . 

• 
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Combining a description of the lat
est addition to the Loew circuit in 

'. Greater N ew York with a discussion 
, of exploitation as applied to theatre 
openings, making an article that 
goes beyond the structure to the 

spirit that makes it pay 

T ;HE l~te l\1arcus Loew once said, whil e 
In a Jocular mood at an exhibitor con
vention, that he did not know how many 

theatres he owned or controlled. He awoke 
each mornin b , he said, to find that his staff 
had bought this or that chain, or that a new 
theatre had been opened in ome strategic 
locali ty. 

Frankne s, tempered by a flair for humor, 
made the late theatre magnate beloved 
~hr.oughout the motion picture industry, and 
It IS regrettab le that he was not to alive to 
see the opening of hi new Valencia theatre 
in Jamaica, on Long I sland. 

This new link in the wo rld-wide chain of 
Loew theatres ranks as one of the most out
standing-an atm? pheric house designed by 
John Eberson, ChIcago a nd New York archi
tect, and originator of t hi s treatm ent in the
atre interiors. 

Spain, gay and. colorful under a tarlit sky, 
affo rds the archItectural then1e for the in
terior, although one find in ob ervinO" the 
scheme of de ign a certain Italian infl~ence 
which dovetails plendidly in to the Spanish 
motif which predominates. 

In entering the grand lobby one i impressed 
by the heavy beam work of th ceilinO" which 
tops walls lined with richly colored ;ila ter:s. 

LeadinO' off the lobby i the grand stairway 
to the mezzanine. A veined marble ha been 
u. ed in the tread of this tairway, while the 
rIsers are o f faience tile in effective desiO'n. 

Also rising from the lobby is a wind~l o' 
stair of n1arble leading to t h mezzanine 
p ro.menade, from the overhung balconie of 
w hIch one obtains an enchantinO' view of t he 
g:rand lobby with its fountain and vegeta
t lOn. 

The auditorium, the general treatment of 
w hich is not unlike that of oth er Eberson 
hou es, give the illusion of sitting in the open 
u nder a clear blue sky dotted '\i\Tith sparkling 
tars. ~he effect i that of a Spanish patio 

garden In gay regalia fo r a m oonli t festi val. 
The atmospheric effec t is furthe r stressed bv 
t~ e judicia l use of \i\Trought iron, statuary, 
v mes and plant . 

A lthough the theatre eat about 4,000 per
sons, the effect of coziness is not lost due 
partially to the atmospheric motif, pe;hap I 

and to the soft coloring of the decorations. 
The men' room, women's parI or, cosmetic 

room and ch eck room, all handsomely dec
orated, are off the me zzanine promenade. 

The theatre is bui lt of heavi ly reinforced 
concrete supported on structural tee!. It wa 
erected at a cost of $2,000,000. 

Pictures and presentation will form th e en
tertainment policy of the theatr , which is 
managed by Wi lliam K. Saxton. The stage
band is under the direction of WaIt Roesner, 
form erly at the New York Cap itol ; the sym
phony orchestra j being conducted bv D on 
A lbert, whi le at th e ,console of the Robert 
Morton is John Gart. 

On week days the admi sion prices will 
range from 2S to 60 cents ; on Saturdays, 35 
to 65 cents, and on Sundays and holidays, 
SO to 65 cents . 

The opening of the Valencia in January un-

~ 

a enCI£I on 
. 

san 

A chandelier in the foye r t;;pical of th e hghting fixhwc de ·ign . 

1 r the up r -i i n of T erry Turner b rings 
into the di cu i n one of the mo~ t inte resting 
per onalitie c nnected with the fi lm theatre, 
while Turner s methods in opening a new 
hou e are worthy of examination. 

T rry Tu rper wh o i manager of advertis
ing and pub licit fo r Loew' Inc., ha opened 
4~ motion picture hou e f or Lo ,,,-T through
out the c untry. Con equent ly, by mere vir
tue of exp ri nc , he should know something 
bout the adverti ing and th e vari u kinds or 

ballyhoo that make fo r a good opening. He 
doe. 

Star alway fea tured the op nin a- of a the
atre whil e NIa rcus Loew was a live. Today 
th e men who control th e de tinies of motion 

pi cture cannot boa ily persuaded to part 
w ith their h igh alarie att ractions even for 
a hor t period and for a purpo e whi·ch will 
ventualIy benefi t th m elves a much as any

one el e. 
o now it occa i nally : happens, according 

to Turner that th adve rtising for on an 
opening is obtain d thr ugh different channeis 
and while not quit so bomba tic as that 
f urnished throu gh th e tar of the screen, it is 
none th e les eff cti e. Turner opened th, 
\ a lencia in the fo lIo ¥ing manner. 

Hi fir t move to ecure the ri o-ht ort of 
a n e\.· paper "break,' wa to make a deal 
,vith 'a local paper with the larges t A B C 
circul at ion \ to sell enough ad \-e rtising for the 
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urner 

Deiail of the G'ltditoriu11'l decorative t1'eat11'lent, typical of the entire theat1'e. 

paper to fill a certain section which would be 
devoted to the big event. Turner's editorial 
copy, of course, was to be subject to the blue 
pencil of the regular editors. 

Then he went around to the contractor and 
got a full page ad out of him. He applied. 
the same system to the people who furnished 
the upholstery, the chairs, the hangings, the 
plumbing, the lighting and the thousand and 
one other things that go toward the construc
tion of a first class house. 

When 1t came to the question of make-up, 
Turner would not permit the sheet to deviate 
from its regular lay-o.ut. "A great many pub
licity men," he said, "fill a sheet-with a lot of 
rot so that it looks like a put-up job. People 

won't read it. But if you make it lik th e 
rest of the paper and write news instead of 

. slop, the public will read it. Everybody is 
interested in the movies. nd everybody 
wants to know what his or her home town 
is doing along the amusement line. 

"When you've sold your press section, the 
job is about done. All that remains is the 
regular bil·lboard advertising and a certain 
amount of newspaper copy which, of course, 
should have been carried some time in ad
vance. The thing to emphasize is the show 
that you are putting on. Don't waste time 
trying to tell the pubhc how beauti ful your 
house is. 

"People won't go to a theatre because they 

think a place is pretty. They'll find that out 
when they get there. But to get them there 
you've g t to sell them on the show." 

In opening with tars, Turner gets just as 
much if not more advertising, but he gets it 
in a different way. The negotiations with 
th leading paper, f course, do not vary. It 
alway has to be th best and biggest paper 
because the small r nes, in self def ns , have 
to follow through and carry the story. 
Wher as, if h e. cho e a mall paper, the big 
one can ign r e the wh le business and get 
away with it. 

The stars he use as a lever to pry ad
verti sing from the pocket of conservative 
local retailer . And as a ' matter of fact, it 
is always money w 11 pent. H e ha files 
jamm d to the top with letters from adver
tisers thanking him for the money they spent 
on what he sold them. "It i a pleasure to 
tell you how fully satisfi ed we are," wrote 
the owner of shoe store who had never done 
any big advertising until he met Turner. 

Let us take St. L ouis and th e opening of 
Loew's State th re on August 21, 1924, a s a 
typical .example. The Star was the best paper 
in St. Louis so Turner w nt to see A rthur 
!(ay, busine s manager, to submit his proposi
tion. It was hot weather, something like 109 
d grees in the shade, and our publicity expert, 
in no good humor, had determined to sell full 
pages or nothing a t all. 

Kay laughed at him, told him he might as 
w 11 get boil d rjght away without -bothering 
to sell such space. H e ,.caned it im.pos ible. 
I t had ne'ver been done th re before. 

Turner went to the Cadillac people, who be 
cause of some private rumpus, had not adver
tised in the Star for two years. H e said that 
he wanted for ty Cadillac which had never 
been on the street before. The e 'were fo r Mr. 
Loew and the tar to ride in. There were 
only 30 stars at this particular op ning. The 
nine other car s were fi ll ed with local lights 
to .give the occasion an air of dignity. 
Cadillac took a page "T o O"reet the city's dis
tinguished guests." 

Turner n xt went to the house of Finkel
stein. which "interpret the modes of Pari 
in terms appealing to merica," and informed 
aid house that Loew's State theatre had e

lected it as one of the locations for a motion 
picture to be taken in St. Louis. The house 
of Finkelstein t ok a full-paO"e advertising the 
fact. Even the little models vve re a ll hot and 
bothered. 

Turner told i ess rs. Grimm & Gorly that 
Claire Wind or, the film tar, .would hold an 
informal reception in their "st re on Friday 
morning, AuO"ust 22. M ssr . Grimm & Gorly 
took a pag and told the world that therf' 
would be souvenir flow ers for everyone. 

Lanathan's were delighted to know that one 
of the stars would come to their shop anrl 
would probably be filmed in front or inside 
it. Lanathan's, in a full-page ad, urged every
one to be present, tating, that a little later 
the picture would be shown at L oew's State 
theatre a part of a story of interest to all 
style loving women. 

And so on and so forth. There vvas not 
~ 

an adverti ement in the special L oew's State 
section of 16 pa O"es that was 1ess than a full 
page. It was several day before Arthur Kay 
had fully recovered. He attributed this to 
the h eat. 

N w York. three years before, had been a 
tougher town. Then it had taken Turner 14 
weeks t o ell his adverti ing ection in the 
American at a rate of $21.50· an inch. And in 
that there had been only one full page. 

In Day ton h e carri ed off a stunt that put 
the name of the theatre on the lip of eyery

(C01!tiJl1lcd on page L 
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NEW VALENC A Continued from page 12 
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Terr Turn r 

n . t wan t n w t h t r, i In ply anI U 
mau 1 urn of a lac alw y h Id in bad 
reput , which L w t k v r an renovat d. 

till, th re wa n xcit m nt nd it wa h rd 
to g t P ople in t r ted in th thing. The 
weather was ba , too, which did not help 
matt r . 

S Turner ha a die ca t and 50,000 k y' 
mad. Ten r 12 m n '-IV re hired to di
tri ut the k y 11 v r th t wn. An adver
tisem nt was in rt d in on f the paper to 
the ff ct that th k y of th th atre h ad b n 
lost and that th p rson returning it woul d 

e the theatr' <Yu st. Well, the newsp per 
office wa jamm d and you c uld not get into 
the lob y of the theatre. Th business man
ager of the pa r wa pe v and thr w the 
advertisement out. 

That nigh t Turner went r to the opp -
ition sheet and u ht 25, 00 co pi a they 

cam off the r cro ach one of th In 

in red ink he starn d, "Loew' pen on Mon
day." He gav th news oy 50 cents ch 
to sho It thi ut t h y Id the pap r on 
the treet. 

Gov rn r 0", th publi h r, wa v ry m uch 
annoyed and had T u rn er up n the ca rp t. 
But the theatre w nt over with a bang. 

vVh n Loew's tate vva op ned in Mem-
phis, Turner got th hrin r to head the 
pa rade with th ir band. Th h riners wer :-. 
t ickl d pink to do it (th y s ldom h ad uch 
a good excuse) and th ir n orsem ent loc By 
enhanced the pr tig of the t r who were 
om tim s thought ~ th country p oplc 

(who came for mil to the thing) to be 
just outside the pale. 

He also arranged to hay 150 bomb 
plod d from the hou etops to let th e waiting 
thou ands know ju t wh n the tar had ar
rived. 

A it happen d, he forgot to tell anybody 
about th is last briCYh t id ea. W hen the explo-
ion came, the star sh rieked a n d the good 

town people were dumb with fear. It wa 
half an hour b fore order was restored and 
the parade could proceed. But it gave the 
people something to talk about for anoth !" 

decade or so. 
"Opening a th at re i not a hard as it is 

cracked up to be,' ay Turner. "You've got 
to be able to handle publicity to th ink up 
ideas and to ell adverti ing. I've opened 42 
and it has been a different proposition with 
ach one of them. A new theatre usu ally 

repre nts an inve tment of over a million 
dollar. And your leading townspeople are 
interested in it, and to put it over big, you 
hould secure their co-operation. And that's 

about all there is to it if you don't count tre
mendous energy and lots of ambition." 

Terry Turner i 35 years old. H is home 
town i Baltimore and he started his career 
as a cub report r on the Balti1nore News. He 
worked up to th position of a istant city 
editor and handl d Billy unday on th e sid . 
Then he did r ad er and ad for the local 
Loew' theatre for an extra eight dollars a 
w k. . H. ~/I inhold of Loew' came to 

altim re and fired everyone in the th atre, 
iving Turner the job of managing it at 30 

a week. Manag rial work in tho e d ys con
i t d of being bookkeeper, a i tant ca hier 

in that the 1 \ at rie vv r clean and mop
ing u the 10 y after the venin<Y perform-

anc . 
Turn r wa a 

11 L w call 
ut ready t quit w h n Mar-

t1 and k d him how n 

Foyer 
LOEW'S STATE 
Providence, R. I. 

Rapp & Rapp~ Architects 

h could leave for t. Louis. Turner said 
" I n 20 nlinute 'and lef' in half an hour to 

come manag r f the r scent at $35 a 
\v eke 

He wa th r thre m onth before he was 
transferred t Hamilton, Canada, where a 
<Yale d m oli h d the ITlarqui e and blew in the 
ide of th e th a t r the econd day he wa~ 

t her. Turner wi red Loew for instructions. 
Do y u w ant m e to put the bricks back?" 

L ew replied. ' 
Then for a w hile Turner went around the 

ountry doing road pres work and helping 
out the weak si terse Presently he organized 
the publicity d partment of the Southern and 

uthwe tern Ci r cui t at A tlanta under Mr. 
chiller. L t r h e w a general manager in 

T ront and th n h eaded publici ty on the 
o t. Now h d ir ects it from New York and 

inci ntally, ha n 11 all th pening . 
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