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One 0 Country's Finest . 
Loew's new Midland theatre in Kansas City seats 4,000 and was built at a 
total cost of $4,000,000. It is a combination stageshow and picture house. 
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OEW'S new Midland th ea tr e in 
Ka nsas City, recen tly opened, is a 
magnificent work of theat re archi­

tecture in which the patron of th e mo­
tion picture may find th e atm osphere of 
roman ce and luxury. 

The Midland offers to Kansas City a 
theatre which ranks with the fines t in 
the country, and in appreciation th e 
premiere brought to the house the elit e 
of the city, who crowded a nd jammed 
into the $4,000,000 st ru cture, which seats 
only 4,000. Kansas City has seen many 
an au sp icious opening, but never any­
thing like the opening of the Midland. 

The men who built the thea tre thought 
they had erected a big auditorium un­
til they stuck their heads out o f their 
office windows ea rly the day of the open­
ing to find themselves surround ed by 
people. 

Most of Kansas City seemed anxious 
to attend the opening ni ght. The firs t 
man at th e ticket window announced he 
had arrived there at 4 o'clock that mo rn­
ing and was rewarded by being sold four 
good seats on the fir st floor. Long b e­
fore noon the 4,000 seats in the audi­
torium had been so ld, Only four seats 
were allowed to a person. 

* * * 
The line with its head at the ticket 

window on Main s treet stretched around 
the corner of Thirteenth s treet up the 
block to Baltimore and on up Baltimore 
to Twelfth street. It was evidently a 
thrill-hungry crowd, Persons held bills 
in their hands that there mi g ht be no 
rummaging for exact change when the 
house opened. Several platoons of m es­
senger boys were in line to get tickets 
for those who could not devote the 
morning to securin g them, Several 
policemen were required to maintain the 
line and see that there was no cheating 
for places. 

Broadway and H o llywood met in Kan­
sas City the opening night and found it 
open hearted. There were three vis iting 
film stars, there were speeches, there 
was an orchestra that rose right out of 
th e floor, mind you, and th ere was no 
end of pretty girls. 

From the way they all talked it was 

oew 
• In 

quit e an event for them, and there is no 
question about what it was fo r Kansas 
City. It has been a long time si nce Kan­
sas City had had a genuine "first night," 
in the sense one considers the term in 
New York o r Hollywood. So it was 
small wonder that everyone was there 
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- including the mayo r, who s tood at the 
cdge o f the balcony to say how p.roud 
he was of the theatre and the men who 
made it possible, and of the unidentified 
hero who got up at 4 o'clock to buy the 
firs t ti cket. 

So it was a social as well as an enter­
taining evenin g. Long before the lights 
were turned down the lobby and prom­
enade were filled wit h guests and patrons 
inspec ting the house. 

Kansas City investigated every walnut 
panel and eve ry marble recess and de­
cided the owners got their money's 
worth. It is the o nly theatre in Amer­
ica wh ere one steps upon carpet immedi­
ate ly after ente rin g the house. There 
a re chairs where one may s it and imagine 
h imself a czar and there are ce ilings 
upon wh ich one can read Latin and 
imagine himself a Caesar. 

Crystal chandeliers hang from ceilings 
deco.rated with cherubs and roses. Wal­
nut wa ll s a re broken by towering mir­
ro rs. The grand staircase has posts of 
marble and balustrades of bronze. Oil 
pa in tings create spots of co lor on the 
wall s and lions and heroes are wrestling 
o n the console tabl es just whe,re the 
hands of sculptors arrested them. 

* * * A ll of that kept the show from open-
ing promptly at 8 o'clock, but no one 
had expected it to anyway. There was 
a round of applause when the big front 
cu rtain went up and there was a breath 
of a ston ishment as t he orchestra, on its 
eleva ting platform, rose g randly up from 
the pit. That was a novelty to Kansas 
City and it approved the novelty. It 
saved this enthusiasm throughout the 
entire overture, which was Tschaikow­
sky's "Marche S lav," with Rubinoff as 
guest conductor. Behind the musicians 
delicate lighting effects were thrown on 
a s ilver curtain. 

Then came a film of greetings, and 
a nother telling g.raphically the story of 
the building's const ruction. After that 
the news reel showed pic tu res of Lind­
bergh, of the Yale-Army game, and 
other interes ting persons and events. An 
en larged screen was brought into play 
w hile scenes from lTIotor races were 
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rocess 
MINUSA SCREENS are now built by an entirely 
new process, making them far superior to any 
other screens on the market today. 

Through this new process it is possible to produce 
a projection surface never before equalled; any 
possibilities of clouds, highlights or surface de­
fects having been absolutely eliminated. 

Furthermore, as in the past, each screen is built 
after you order after you send in to us the 
specifications of your house. 

MINUSA CINE SCREEN COMPANY 
. 

Bomont at Morgan Saint Louis 

THE BEST SINCE 1914 

The "Warner" Variable Speed Projector Motor 
Speed 
Control 
Handle -. 

110 volts, 26 to 60 cycles 

• 

REPAIRED 
-Try Us 

I t is cheaper to keep your seats in re­
pair than to have to buy new ones be­
cause of neglect. 
\Ve have a full line of r epair parts for 
all makes o f chai rs and can furni sh 
Leatherette and cotton for re-upho!st er -
• IIlg. 

vfle do a large voltlme business 
ou a small profit margin-a trial 
will cOlzvi11ce yon. 

Reliable Theatre Seat Repair 
Company 

845 S. Wabash Ave. Chic.ago, Ill. 
Tel . Wab. 9069 

Speeds • 

150 R. P. M. to 4000 R. P. M. 
Speed control entirely self con­
tained within motor. 
No external control necessary. 
Speed variations accomplished by 
simply moving the handle as 
shown in cut. 
Hundreds of theatre owners have 
replaced constant speed motors 
with "Warner" variable motors. 

Write for bulletin 

The Wigginton Company 
434 North Church Street 

KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 
Also V' Fans and Blowers. 

cap~ 
M"onlhly 

SllllDIE ne;ws 
for a nd. a bout the. 

OIRGj\J~IIISlr 
9 END IN 10UQ NI"-ME 

- no c/u:Jfge'1 COIJfJC 

'=-""', .,' ''., ",.: ..... 

S4~ 
DandolpltCt. 

CHICAGO 

shown. The huge screen gives such 
sce n es a splend id effec t o f rea lity. 

After havin g b ee n deli ght ed at the 
s ight o f Rubinoff ridin g on his elevated 
platform, the audi ence gave him a co rdial 
greeti ng as he s tepped out o n th e s tage 
t o play his compos ition, "Dance of th e 
Russ ian Peasant s," and a diverting ar­
ran gem ent of "Hall elujah ." 

And so went the ente rtainment; al­
ways a bit novel, variegated and fa st 
m ov ing. P. Hans Flath, at the o.rg an, 
played an arrangement of popu lar airs 
calcul ated t o set fo rth the hi sto ry of 
Kan sas City, a nd there were tw o tableaux 
of "Th e Scout," once as a tribesman and 
o nce a s th e bronze s tatue in Penn Val­
ley Park. A short reel of sea wonders 
from the Ufa s tud ios in Ge rmany int.ro­
du ced an educationa l topic in an amusing 
fa shi o n. 

* * * 
Then came Anato le F ri edla nd , once 

th e ope rato r of a hi ghl y deco ra ted night 
club o n Manhattan I s land. He concocted 
a bubbly offerin g of s in ging, dancing 
and patter which h e served up in a man­
n er that m ade even the mos t abs temious 
members o f th e audience app laud with 
ju s t a tin ge of hilarity. 

When the la st dancing g irl had cut 
her capers and th e la s t son g had been 
sun g th e rea l business of d edi catin g 
Loew's new Midland theatre was under­
taken. Mayor Beach was ca ll ed upon 
fo r a speech. 

In a brief address h e com plimented 
Herbert M. W oolf, vic epres ident of the 
Mi dla nd In vestment Company, and hi s 
associates on th e work they had done 
a nd wi shed th em success . That was fol­
lowed by a s imilar w ish by H. F. Mc­
El roy, city manage r, and then by th e 
int roducti o n of Mr. vVo olf, who made 
a m odest response that befitted so lav­
ish a h ost. Co lone l Edward A. Schill er, 
vicepresident of L oew's, Inc., then told 
a lot of interes tin g th in gs about Mr. 
Woolf' s part in th e bui lding of the thea­
tre wh ich Mr. Woolf himself had 
omitted. 

"In magnific en ce," Mr , Schill er sa id, 
"thi s th eatre is equal to any theat re in 
t he wo rld. I don't m ean that to b e an 
expans ive s tat ement. I h av e see n mos t 
o f th e impos ing h ouses a nd I believe 
thi s p erforms the important funct io n of 
combining good ta st e w ith luxury better 
than any of th em. 

* * * 
"The thin g thi s house r ep.resent s to 

nl e," h e said, " is th e effort s o f our com­
pa ny to k eep pace with the tendencies 
o f th e amusement bus iness. The de­
velo pm ent o f th e m o ti o n picture has 
brough t m a ny cha nges, a nd among t hem 
h ave been the ne cess ity fo r theatres such 
a s th is . 

liDo you know w hat the tTIo st revo­
lu tio nary infl uence in film exhib itio n is 
today ? I wi ll tell you. It is th e fact 
that the th eatr e-goe r ca n leave hi s home 
at any hour o f t he day o r evenin g and 
go dir ectly to t he t heatre to fi nd a show 
in progress. Formerly th ere we re two 
sh ows in a day with th e audie nce shift­
in g a t th e close o f each show. The con­
t inu ous S h OVI' , if it is a good one, w ill 
fi nd peopl e m ovin g in a nd out through­
out th e run o f th e day. S ome o f them 
m ay have to wait for seat s. So me of 
th em may wan t to wait until th e beg in­
nin g o f th e p icture or to m ee t a friend. 
The re are one hundred reaso ns w h y th e 
va ri ous part s o f th e house mus t at a ll 
tim es be comfo rtabl e and presentab le. 

"The cent e r o f inte re s t in th e theatre 
has spread out fr om th e aud itorium to 
othe r pa rts of t he hou se. As the th eatre 
is a place where the majority seeks an 
atmosphere of romance, luxu ry and well 
being, it wou ld not pay to keep your 
a udi ence waiting in a ny atmos phere but 
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that. They must not only be comfort­
able, but they must be placed in a good 
humor. Roast beef properly served and 
garnished seems just a trifle more palat­
able than the same roast beef thrown 
before you in a 'has,he.ry, ' Of course, 
it must be good roast beef. No matter 
how fine we make ou r theatres our en­
tertainment is what we must sell to the 
public. Novelty and curiosity will not 
payout on a $4,000,000 investment. If 
we give inferior shows in this house the 
advantage its grandeur provides soon 
would be lost. You may be sure we con­
template no such mistake. 

* * * 
"The motion picture seems to be the 

keystone of all amusement at this time. 
It has discounted many of the legiti­
mate theatre's values. It has taught the 
public the difference between a crowded 
street and a painted back-drop. It has 
substituted real engines for pas teboa rd 
outlines and it has replaced synthetic 
effects with realism." 

Then came the introduction of Ra­
mond Novarro, Aileen Pringle and 
Charles "Buddy" Rogers, screen sta rs, 
who made brief talks. 

The Midland represents the most ex­
tensive endeavor in ornamental plaster 
work ever attempted in a theatre. Silk 
tapestry fibre, walnut paneling and 
marble, as well as elaborately w.rought 
and highly colored plas ter were used to 
give what is intended to be, and un­
doubtedly is, a go rgeous effect. 

The decorations are in the baroque 
style of Louis XIV. They were des igned 
by Emil Milnar, and the work was in 
the hands of Rambusch D ecoratin g 
Company of New York. O. E. Jansson 
was the .representative of that company 
on the job. Go ld leaf and s ilver leaf 
were used extensively in decora tin g the 
plaster work. In all, 6,500,000 square 
inches of these precious m eta ls in the 
thin leaf form were used in the theatre. 
Gold, French blue and ivory are the pre­
dominating colors. 

* * * 
The plaster work is th e most extensive, 

the most exacting phase o f the decora­
tion. Fifteen skill ed sculpto rs worked 
out the wall detail in clay and from these 
were made molds of glue in which the 
ornamental plaster wall pieces were 
made by 100 workmen. They have iron 
frames which are ti ed to the metal lath 
behind Vhem. These wall surfaces are 
particularly elaborate in detail. Some 
are conventional patterns, but the ma­
jority are very elabo.rate. There are 
some 30 panels in the theatre walls in 
which mural paintings were placed. An 
artist was busy at this task. Some paint­
ings of considerable intrin sic value are 
hung in prominent places in the big 
theatre. . 

The grand foy er of the theatre is a 
room of impo sing area and decoration. 
The feature is a mirror 36 fee t hi gh. A 
dome at the ceiling of this room is 53 
feet above the ca.rpeted floor. Walls are 
paneled in walnut above a maple base. 
There are some noteworthy statuary 
groups in this room. The height of the 
ceiling is particularly striking. The 
great dome of the ceiling is nearly 100 
feet above the level of the orchestra 
seats. A five-story apartment building 
might be se t in the middle of the room 
and the dome ceiling would clear its 
roof. From the center of the dome hangs 
a great chandelier of bronze and crystal, 
14 feet in diameter and 24 feet long. 
This is merely a detail of the extensive 
lighting facilities, however. Lights of 
4-shade tones enable striking effects off, 
as well as on, the stage. 

Probably the most bizarre note of the 
theatre is to be found in the women's 
smoking room, just off the women's re­
tiring room, or parlor, which, in turn, 
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teen Years 0 ' , 

PIONEERING 

FOR each type of audi-
torium and light source 

there is a special type of Da­
Lite Screen backed by our 
unconditional guarantee of 
satisfaction. 

• 

, 

SINCE the initial demand for motion pic­
ture screen, Da-Lite has been a full step 

in the lead. 
Many of the most important advances­

even to the perfection of screen frames­
have been Da' Lite in origin. 

The introduction of Tear-Proof Fabric ten 
years ago made the screen practically a per~ 
manent unit of theatre equipment. 

The majority of screen manufacturers to' 
day, advertise heavy fabric screen but the 
original Tear' Proof is an exclusive Da' Lite 
feature. 

And through these eighteen years of 
pioneering, Da-Lite still leads with the only 
genuine Tear' Proof Fabric Screen-sea.mless . . 
In any SIze. 

DA-LITE SCREEN CO. 
CHICAGO 

r 
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TAGE IGHTING leS 
• 

Color Frame& 
Color Wheele 
Color Rolls 

Gelatine Medium. 

Conneetors 
Plugs for Pockets 

,'~ '. ColQr Cape 

E VERYTHING needed by the stage 
electrician for lighting can be fur­

nished by Kliegl - from gelatine color 
mediums to carbons, cables, pipe damps, 
et cetera: A " complete line of parts and 
supplies is carried in stock at all times 
ready for immediate shipment. No delays. 
Reliable high-quality products. Reasonable 
prices. Wire, mail, or phone your orders. 

Luge, Solderlee& 
Stage Cable 
Reeietao('_e8 
Reflectore Lamp Coloring 

ColOMne Remol'er 
Lenees 

Spotlights 
Floodlights 

/IV rite for Catalogue 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• ••• 

• 
• 
• -• 
• 

• • • 
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Shutlere & Blinders 
Slide Carriere 
Music Stands 
Aisle Lights 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRIC STAGE LIGHTING CO_.INC 

32t WEST SOth STREfo'1f 

bI E W YO R K. bI·, .". 
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MODERN 
THEATRES 

USE 

MAJOR 

• 
It would be a real source of sur- I 

prise to an experienced showman 
to walk into a modern theatre and 
not find an @ Major System. Cer­
tainly there is evidence everywhere 
of the overwhelming majority of W 
Major Systems in the newest mo­
tion picture palaces, a point worth 
considering if you are building. 

s'ran 
ELECTRIC COMPANY 

ST. LOUtS 

Di strict Offi ces Atlan ta . Ga.. 
Baltimore, Md. 
Boston, Mass. 
Brooklyn. N. Y. 
BulTaJo, N . Y. 

L'1la.rlotte. N. C. 
Chicago, ill . 
Cinci llll.1, ti. O. 
D a.llas. 'l'cx. 

DeJlI'c r , ColO. 
Detroit, M.ich. 
Ka.ll sas City. Mo. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

Memphis. Tenn . 
:lIl iami. F la. 
M in.neapol is, ~lin n . 
New Orleans . . La. 

• . , 

Omaha. NebI'. 
Philadelphia., P a. 
P ittsburgh, P a . 
San F rancisco, Calif. 

- " 

EDWARDS SHEET METAL 
MARQUEES or CANOPIES 

I • .. 
I . 

• 

Seattle. W ash . 
Toronto. Onto 
Vancouller , B . C. 
Walkerville, On to 
Winnipeg, Man . 

F or use over entrances to theatres, hot els , cafes, s tore buildin ~s. etc. A work o f art 
a nd they have the massive and ornamental appe aranCe of cas t iro n, a t but a fra ct ion o f 
t he cost. Furnished complete, e asy to erect- Made of galvanized iron or copper in any 
s tyle o r si ze des ired. Shipped in largest convenient sections, with glass packed sep­
arately. Our la rge catalog showing complete line Marquises o r Canopies, Balconies, 
Corni ces, Theatre F ronts, Sig ns, Skylights, M etal R oofing, Met al Ceilings and Walls, 
e tc ., sent free o n req uest. 

, 

The Edwards Manufacturing Co. 
409-459 E ast F ifth St. . Cincinnati, Ohio 

T he World's Largest Manufa cturers of Metal Roofing, Metal Shingles, 
Metal Spani sh Tile. Metal Ceilings, Metal Garages, Portable 

Buildings, Rolling Steel Doors, Partitions, etc. 

is just off the main lounge. In this room 
wall surfaces of mosaic color were in­
stalled. The m osaic glass work and 
marble pillars we re taken from one of 
the Vanderbilt mansions in N ew York. 

• * * 
N ot the leas t imposing part of the 

theatre is the service feature. It has 
its Own transfo rmer station and the elec­
tric current it uses would be sufficient for 
a city of 25,000 popula ti on. The ma­
chinery of the cooling syst em is equiva­
lent t o tha t of a n ice plant with a daily 
capacity of 500 to ns. A sp.ray pond used 
in connection w ith thi s sys tem forms a 
littl e lake atop th e building. The same 
air du ct s are used fo r carrying cooled 
and warm a ir as the season d emands. 

The Miner D. W oodlin g H eating & 
Ve ntilating Company, of Kansas City, 
ins ta ll ed the ventilating sys tem, while 
the Ca rbonda le Carbonic R efrigerating 
Sys tem provided the -coolin g fo r air con­
ditio ning. The seats of heavy leather 
uphols tery we re furni shed by the Amer­
ican Sea t ing Company, whil e in the 
booth a re t o be found Simplex projec­
ti on m achines. The plumbing and heat­
m g was insta ll ed by the U . S. Supply 
Company, o f Kansas City, and the roof 
to the theatre was furni shed by the 
W elch-Sandler Cem ent Company, Inc., 
of Kansas City. W a rsaw eleva to rs play 
their part in the house, whil e the grand 
s tairs in the lobby came fr om Rogers­
Schmitt Wire & Iron Company, of St. 
L oui s. Carpets cam e fr om Hardwick & 
Magee Company, Philadelphia, whil e 
ce m ent wo rk was don e with Victo r ce­
m ent. Th e Cook Paint Company, of 
Kansas City, furni shed gallo n aft er gal­
Ion o f pa int. The general contract of 
the theatre was ha ndl ed by Boaz-Kiel 
Co nstruction Company, of St. L oui s. A 
huge R obert Mo rt on organ is one of the 
out s tandin g features o f th e house. 

• * * 
L eather doors betw een the main en­

trance and the auditorium insure quiet 
and the theatre is absolu tely fir eproof, 
of. structural s teel, r einfo.rced concrete 
and brick, w ith 12-inch fir e cut-offs be­
tween it and adj oinin g buildings, and b e­
tween s tage and audit orium, except the 
a rch, which is prot ected by a fir eproof 
scree n. 

Th e ext eri o r o f th e theatre is of Italian 
d es ign in cream g lazed t erra co tta. There 
is a la rge window treatment on the sec­
ond floor , hung w ith gold s ilk, coverin g 
a colored illumina tio n syst em . The m ar­
qu ee is in antique co pper and g old and 
3,600 elec tric li ght bulbs supply one of 
the brightest spo ts in Kansas City's 
downtown sectio n. The ce iling of the 
can opy has an indirect li ghting syst em 
and the facings of the en trance, in black 
a nd white g rand antique ma rble, are 
tri mmed in a ntiqu e go ld. 

Are You Planning a 

PAUL ASH 
POLICY? 
We are the producers of 

Stage SoeRery and Draperies of all 
Oriental Theatre Productions for 

PAUL ASH 

r 
We cordially invite theatres who are 
planning a Paul Ash Policy to com­

. murucate with us. We will be glad to 

1 
give exhibitors th. benefit of our ex­
perience as to stage requirements fOf" 
the Paul Ash type show. 

John C. Becker & Bro. 
2824 Taylor St. Chicago, III. 


