
MOVIES RETURN TO KANSAS CITY SHOWCASE 
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MOTION PICTURES are agaIn being 
shown in the forlner Midland Theatre in 
Kansas City, 1V10., lush movie palace that 
delighted theatregoers for more than three 
decades until a recent brief period v:hen it 
\\·as converted to a professional bowling 
arena. 

Furthermore, not one, but t\\'O theatres 
are operating under its roof. The Saxon 
\\·hich seats approxilnately 1,600 persons. 
will utilize the former Midland auditoriwn 
and have its entrance on the original Main 
street side. Under this space, in a large 
lounge area, is the Studio, an intimate art 
theatre \\'ith a capacity of 150. The Studio 
has its own entrance off Thirteenth street 
around the corner. 

Looking down from the grand staircase to the balconYI the luxurious decor of the Saxon lobby is quite 
evident. Polished wood panelingl crystal chandeliers and thick carp~t set the tone. The entranceway 
is outlined by the solid section of ,ed carpet and the surrounding carpet ;s a floral design with a beige 
background and red motif. Above the entrance doors and to the right may be seen sections of the cost 
i,on grillwork which is in gold and forms a roiling around the balcony promenade. 

Ne\v marquees \\Tere installed over both 
thea tre en trances and rough stone planters 
enhance the areas. 

Durwood Theatres, Inc., which took over 
the lease of the former Loew's theatre, em
phasized restoration of the original Mid-

~ 

· · · 
. ~'" 

:I ••• 

. . . 

• 
" 

A new marquee was erected over the entrance of the former Midland Theatre, 
now the Saxon, in Kansas City I MO'I and a canopy bearing the theatre nome 
suspended beneath it. The color scheme is green and gold. The boxolfice 
remains in the centcr l but rough stone planters were added on either side. 

Draperies which cover the entire 'ront 01 the Soxon auditorium and curve 
around to the sides are bittersweet-hued. New green aisle carpet runners were 
laid, and the seots which hod been removed from the front during the bowling 
conversion were replaced. Seats in the first 30 rows were more widely spaced. 

T he some green and gold color motif 01 the Saxon 
marquee was repeated in that 0' the Studio. as 
wefe the brick planters. This cntrancel around the 
corner from the Saxonl was formerly used os on 
exit from the old Midland Theatre. 
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The lobby of the Studio ;s done in gold and white flocked wallpoper and walnut paneling, and has the 
some 1I0ral carpet in beige and red as used ;n the lobby of the Saxon. The inside boxoffice is olso 
decoroted with the wallpaper and f,amed with walnut. A stairway ot the lelt leads down to the J 50-
scot art theatre Jacated in 0 former lounge arco. There are also luxurious lounges ond lestrooms 
located on this lower level. 

The MODERN THEATRE SECTION 


