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tlnmatro
ned Last Night.

New Rustic Drama,

James A.

“Sag Harbor?—*“A Million Dol '
lars”™ the Spectacular
Piece at New York.

Thé most notablp theatrical incident last
vight was the op of Oscar Hammer-
etein’s new playhduse, the Theatre Repub-
Me, on West y-second Street, adjocin-
ing the Victoria Music Hall. There was a
great assembilage, | Including, as it seemed,
nearly all the habitua! first-nighters, cnd
the unique, beau l, and comfortable au-
ditorium was mtly admired. The en-
trance from *'he into a low-ceiled
vestibule, and ough narrow doors, is
somewhat cramped, but there are plenty
of large doors to [throw open for the out-
going audiences.

The decoration §f the interior, In which
greens and reds » combined with much
gilding, is exceedingly rich, while the

chairs are wide
acoustics are
dome is very
appliances were
this, doubtless,

The music pav
proscenium arch,
days of the Mac
music of the ns
tion of J. 8. HIil
exceptionally goodl quality.

Besides this muysic the evening’s enter-
tainment comprised the first performance
in New York of g long and conversational
rural piece by James A. Herne, called
*“8ag Harbor,” gnd two speeches in its
third entr'acte, a jlong, conversational, and
rural cne by Mr.| Herne and a short, per-

tinent, and telling one by Mr. Hammer-
stein,

easy to sit In. The
and the ormamental
ome. The ventilatiig
t fault last night, but
be rectified.
on, over the stage, In the
a reminder of the early
on Square Theatre. The
band, under the direc-
, last night was of an

Mr. Herne devoted himself chiefly to ex-

pressing his fears, which were not alto-
gether 1ll-found that his new play might
not draw v well in New York, in spite of
the polite first-pight applause; he also

praised Mr. Hammerstein and the dome
and advised the spectators to become
actors, so they ght get the best view of

it, from the stage.
n sald, simply, and no

r. Hammerst
doubt truthfully, /that he wuhed to devote

the new house pure a.nd noble things.
The Parisian, he @eclared, ke proudly of
*“our Comédie rauga.lpe he Berliner
called the Im pera house ‘“ ours,”’
and he wish New Yorker to learn to
say “ our Theatré Republic.”

Mr. Herne's play is in four acts and in-
volves sixteen aking personages, and
most of these talk entirely too much. The
story, as Mr. Hérne remarked before the
curtain, is simpl¢é and old. That does not
mattier so muc though, and somethin
more than half the new plece is excee
ln%ly good of its pimple and ancient klnd.

he love of two brothers for the same
girl, her choice ¢f the elder from a sense
of duty, a su uent quick guarrel, and
a happy reconciliation make the serious
burden. So far the talk and action di-
rectly concern

its development,
even edlfylng
The courtship ¢f an elderly, meddlesome,
prodlilously warm-hearted and slow-
speaking scollop |fisherman and a spinster,
who fears to gef married because she has
1ead the Book ¢f Genesis and found the
‘“ begats ' alarming, is less edifyi and |s
sometimes tiresomme. The spinster does get

married, and in Act IIl. {is discovered mak-

ing Laby clothes and talking blithely of the
The famous
Herne’s * Mar t Fleming ST is here quite
velyn Mlllard the London
actress, whose
stage a line alluding to a babe unborn was
s country, might find
Mr. Herne's play very distasteful.
Some of the h or, however, is
supper in Act IJI. is an armusing eplsog
The aged jokes, the cheap l
as the reading |of imatlnary par phs
from a country newapa o;o
de Iorab e.

future.
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outdone. Miss
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neous and div ng, and .the clam
the employment| of ancient de ces. such
tlg)‘y scene, are ot the

ctoriall production admlrable
in every etnll and the ormance
smooth.” Mr. Herne acts e scollop ﬂsh-

erman in his
manner.

ccustomed and approved

Miss Julie Herne is sadly over-
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weighted in a le requirin lnteluttble
emodonal exp ion, but e 1is pretty
and u:i' been litently trained. A sub-
stan triumpl was secured by W. T.

ge, a new tor. as a loquacious and
selr-satisﬂed bumpkin, but his part is the
best in the pi
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