
THE DRA.1lf .:t. 

THE NEW THE.A\TRE REPUBLIC. 
A new place of amusement was made accessible 

last night In the opening of tl1e Theatre Reoublln 
It ls the se,·enth theatre ~utlt in ~lanbattan bl· 
Oscar Hammerstein. It ls a ~mall and prcttil>· 
arrai)ge(\ house, and In Its form and decoration It 
Is much me>~e tasteful and dlgntfted than an}· of 
~~r. IJammersteln's pr,e,•tot1s on~s. •rhe col rs are 
s·lch and har.m\)nfous, with less Inclination to gar
ishness than the colors Gt theatres ar,e wont to 
dl9pla~ ... and there ls also orlgfnaltt~., ot design. 

The opening play ts . .Tam~s A. Berne's ••sag Elar
bo~:• which waa presented 1n other cltte~ laRt s a
GOD. hut has not before been seen in N~ew-York. 
It ta a ..ark ot the same g4?neral character as the 
most of Mr. Herne·s previous pla}·s. l\Ir.. Herne ls 
a sharip obse~~r of whatever phaqes ofi life he 
chooses to study. ·and he has the racultl· of put
ting them on the gtage with an absolute exactness 
which lt1 in Itself sometimes amusing and some
times dtstres~lng. He still maintains hi@ belief 
that the wiping of noses gives the last reftnement 
ot i,ealls~r ttie last unrefinement-to a drama. 

When he applies his methads to the tllustratton 
of the humor which lies in the uncons lous sim
plicity of certain t)·i,es or country character the 
result Sa not seldom dl,·erting. and his passion tor 
the actual does not restrain him f~om !;ome j11-

dlclous selection. Hts t~eatmcnt of l1ls characters 
again and again suggests that of Edward Ha~rigan, 
though be dr:aw.s his types fr.om different walks of 
lite. E~ey actor a~ho steps o-n the stage 11 a pho
tograph of some actual person who might ha,pe 
posed for the p,lctu~e. and very likely did. con
aclously or unconsciously. 

Krr. Herne has been remarkabl}· successful In 
gathering and training a company to ~epresent his 
characters In the same splrilt ln which he has oon
cetYed them. In tbta ~espect the most con~tcuous 
were Lionel B~mor.~ as a sailor: ~·. T. Hodg~. as 
a clumsy ana drolly self-Important villager; llrs. 
Sol Smith. as an elde~Jy widow, who d•·elt much 
on the memor,, or her' "·haler. husband: lliss 
Madon Abbett and the Misses Chrystal and J'ulle 
Herne. Wb&t ta to be said ot any one of these is 
to be said of al~that they were to the life \\'hat 
they repre■ented. It is needless to ~ay that Mr. 
Bet 11e was 110 himself. • 
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