
NEW UBLIX TO WN ADDED TO 
'NATIO A, DELU'XE CHAIN 

The newe je 1 in ParK e a in ot de 1 :xe l.lieatr wa ' 
added when he ne Broaklyn-ParamQUlH OP n d DO 'ember 24: 

John L. cCurdy, from ) Bo on ~ ,tropoli Lan, aId d by t y 
J3arutio as First ASSistant, and Lou Go\db rg a Director' 0 QV 1'- 1 
tising and Publici y, campri t e tron of the ho'Use cabInet, whil 
Paul A hand Publix stag<; ShO;\'"8 pro 'ide th~ acHvitie ba ck tag . 
The theatre itself,. mi-atmospn erire Italian. i'll arcli't ctu re, 1 aC Lual1y 
«the las word." 

Due 0 the geographical ]ayou I 
of 'e York City. and Broo 'lyn, ction In Pl'oj ctlon (j)f talkin 
he job of setrng he new lh tre b "1 

and ShO"5 0 the publk, both dur- pic UTe and PTO alJl dev lopm nt 
ing the pre-opening campaign, and 0 ele 'islon, etc. 
following e ope lng, presented fourth id a is a pi .c~meal 
llUge proportions. discus ion 0 eyery ttractiun in 

th hea re--the or an. th 01'-1 
Twelve Qaily new papers in i 7ew ch s.ra lift, th e acoustic, th 

-ork City. and (our in Brooklyn newly jnven ed lu..'(uTY-chairs ma~ 
be ide the many other mediums exdusi' 1y for Publlx, the colorful 
for xploita ion had to be COn ac - eYer-new magic 'n the atO)o pher­
ed, The :aome Office handled he ic panl h gard n effect 'In th au­
pre-openillg campaign und~r the dHoriuUl, e c. 
direction of A, M. Botsford, with The staQ'e band leader, au h 
nearly everyone in the organ- organi t also make good in t u­
jzation Plltting in many extra tiona 1 copy that wHI have perma­
hours daily to insure success. nent b nefit. I Paul sh i t o 

For the benefit of those in Pub- go to the thea re, a a t mporary 
Ex who may at some future time at raction, the t my r ry ou ht 
face the problem of opening a de should be t1' ssed. Likewi e i1 h 
luxe theatre, a Ii t of the things is to be P nTlane t. In i h l' 

accomplished. in addition to new - e\'ent, however, none 0 the in ti­
paper advertisino- and billboards, t-utional acts ;;houl b 0'" r-
is presented here: looked or acrHleed in 0 der 0 I 

The campaign of displa. adver- Ash or a yother personality 
tising was handled by the Han1I- dominate be story too oon n 
~ 1etzger agency through .lr. ::8ots- he campaign. We ean always sell 
ford, somewhat in accordance with a IleT ooalJ y, but the theatre ins i­
suggestions made from the plan tutional stOry can only tol ef­
listed below which had the ap- fectively and wi b force at i 
proval of Messrs. Katz. Dembow opening. ugge t that we plan 
and Botsford. Also copies of all our ad-copy to tell he jns Hutional 
publicity stories and screen trail- story first, and let i domina • 
ers were furnished them lhrough with a small mention of he fac 
Mr. Botsford. The publicity cam- that Ash is 0 be thp per onali r, 
pai .... n followed the Lines of the and then, clo e to the openino- da 
liroposed plan. T.ho·e item mark- of the theatre. let the h nam 
ed with a check were carried sma b ut in domination of th 
through completely and succes - ad~opy, wi It be ins itu,ional 
funy. Those marked with an facts secondary. 
(X) indicat the failure', Those DeCision should be made and 
marked with a triangl indicate announced whether we ar to call 
tht:' ideas which are still in work. the new the tre the "Brooklyn" 

PUOPO."ED PL .' .F R :."- or the "BROOKLY_' - P I A-
I")LOIT Tl .' , . 'lD Pl'B , - "~O. -T'" In i her e"enl. the 
IT ' It'On THE "n l }il;'.' - street-addres of the b eat r e 
PARA. 101: -"T" THlI<~ Ti:- should be carded in all copy. 

{Planned and s bmitted by For upplementary purpo. e '. a Paul h Pro .irl 
Benj. H. Serkowich special 'section of h • 'ew Yor' t, 11(1 h thr .j . n r III 

Pl1blix Theatres Corp.l Eyening Journal Brooklyn dltion prh 0 aut . d m no , fur 
TH E C. )IP. IG.· ID ~ will be L sued two days aftp.r the coats, t~. ~'b! I I·m l f 

Since Brooklyn [or years has opening or h hea reo :\- won't he m r han {r ,In r' urn for 
bt:!en taught that it is the proud need it on the openin~ days (:'a - lie-up publici' br a' 
home oC the B. F. Keith-Albee urday and ."unday) but on hp 1 II n spap r nd bllib 
world-wonder theatre, and since bird day. Ion day, it wIll help. ad,· 'rtl in will b 'rl t , 'and 
Drooklynites more recen Iy have In addition to thi . specjal shock la I by u Irll h II 
become conscious of wonderful 'canipai~ns w\1I be used, Thi on- 1 t7. r d\" rtl In~ ,A 
theatre (hTU contact with the 1 ruplates he possible or 'aniza- a 11 Y ...... iIl in\'I' ti ,t h m dl' 
Rox)' and the :-iew York Para- lion of a ci j or quasi-civic body el ct'd, :md , nnd will t 
mount-and again thn. Ihe new to spon or the collection 0 a ('omlJI char of nil ch 11 
5.000 s~at FOX theatrE' which fund of several thousand dollar. Thi accoun ror llrac Ie 1I~ 
opE-ned last month a block from ThiR money to be 'pen in d coml- or hal, ropria ion p 
our theatre in Brookl:n. it will be in~ the town with tla~ll, bUntincr. ~ bou 2,000 hlch ill 
hard to excite the trade-area with p cial bann r., e .. lor daytlrn for rldnional and up}JI 
til thought of anoth,:r flnp. new display and colo"Cul carnival elec- ~plol a Ion rollo: 
lheatrto. unless sp~,eial TIlt-thoc1s are tric lights at street-interse tlons V a.) Ell t Inln' importan 
adopted. since the no\ eltr no long-I a nigh; for parad ", banners, 11' pap r e1ltor and public 
er exists. pecial 6 un - 0 cJvic natur de- oW luI , III order to r ell t t 

This can best be accomplished si ned to 'tampede lh owo and sp cl I rtrlvll , II bU I y, pLe. 
Ill' the copy theme used jn all a - bring peop} O\lt onto tll ' re!; ilanQ 1" 0 're S, e C. 
vE<rtisin:: me::;sages. In th~ opin- for the benefit of r ail~m~r han s, f) •• cJal rln Ing. 
ion oj"· the writer. the attacbed "tc. This ~noney to b· spent by r~) f;xp n !t fncurr ill 
photograph of a sp~cial card used I the !und-nllsers u~der 1Y ole ul- Itl1l1dll g Cllmp Ign, \lcb 
1'01' a ll('WS-pho 0 stunt. tells our re<:tlon, as usual, If and when ob- 11 is. ho 1 bills, lun 11 ons, 
story to the best adVantage. How- ain d. . (2) WHh It· n \\ pal) 'r and 
ever. the other idea' lor stronger In ord r to tay in all new pa- JllhoarlJ phns' or he ~amp I II 
copy will doubtless develolJ. The pel's every flay lor v raj w eks l b~lng III ndlpd by IInnff- I z r'l 
fart that we can lay claim to the prior to lh op nlng of th theatl'e, undpr h rllr ctlOll of I r. DOL -
Brooklyn Paramount Theatre as the writer Or Ihl plan will pr par rord, h followfn Rllppl(,11l n nry 
the CLIMAX OF TE,' YEARS OF news stories, n ws pll'tures. etc., Id as will b und rtak n. n 
EXPEHIE, 'CE I~' B 'ILDL 'G Cor the vadon daily and w ekly nf'ally ,. ry as, In til follow ­
THE WOI:LD'S FI. 'EST THEA-/ publica lOllS. Radio aod n ware I In ,the eo t to Pllblb: '11I L noth­
TRE8--and that WE claim it tops' media will also be k pt In mind. lng, or aIm t nothing, Cl'pt 1-
all Olll' others, sounds conVIncing. This will work up all exc ted in .r- arl! S for rrort in\'olv d. 

This tbought, if perSistently Jm- es climaxed by th~ thea re open- I raj sp,'cial ('etlon or 
planted. wiU have permanent ing on Novemb ,r 24th. Brol)llyn dition of th , 
ben fit to t.he theatre. '1 wo cont ts for Brooklyn or York Journal, to he IS8H '(I 011 

A secondary thought is that the New York dally neWSpallp.fa ar 0 mh '1' 26, two days ft r til 
BROOKLY.' PARA 10 '!'IT hea- conteml)lat d, with he a l')rovlllor heatr is IJP"Il(c!d, This will 
tre has the advantage of knowl- Mr. Par in ton or our Publlx. giv 118 th lar 'S circ:ulullon 
edge of the ideas of luxury and Production d part ent already in nrooklyn, nl no oat to \I , lIll 
comfort o[ every other theatre- i'1 granted. One contest will be a h sf!ctlon will b iliad up of 
the world, plu: months of ADDI- newspapel'-thea re Q u 8 t for ads from on r "tors. 1111 o'COI1-
TIO.·AL .'tudy of nf:!W deve]op- twelve (12) of Brooklyn's most tract ra, .. c. 'T'h spctlon 'III 
menta in theatre building and OI,e- beautIful girls, to hr· trainpd by be ompoaed nf 65 per ('I?nt ad-
rating sdence. one of our (lance-producers for 11 \. rllsin' an ll 35 fWl' cen n 

A tbjrd idea is the tact tha the ballet to tour b circui in a u nit or til I h HI ft ., in tit uttonal sto. 
Brooklyn Paramount theatre is show a 45.00 a we k'. spon orod rles, plctl) r • I . 
the FIRST thE'atre jll the world to by the newaval>~r. 'fhp other on- X In. I 111'11 d fllH' II pl 2 c(.1 
be especially constr cted for per- test In another newapa p r wJll be OJ" sma 11 on nil sidcwa I kll ar 
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P ·BL1X OPL "10_ T, \VEEK OF DECE?\1RE 

BROOKLYN-PARAMOUNT NEW 
LINK TO PUBLIX CHAIN 

(Con tillu ed from paqe 6) 
6. The girl flag-pole Sitter" This contest kept us in the news­

who lost an election bet with Paul pap rs for several weeks prior to 
Ash broke Into con iderabl 10- I the opening and will keep us in 
cal newspaper space, as well as the newspapers for ~veral weeks 
national through newsreel and after the opening for hal! page 
press wi'res. and full page layouts in which 

h P ·1 A h ' institutional facts are carried. 7{ Tie-ups wit au s an-
du ded hats, overcoats, wrist- In addition to this the prize 
watches, hair cures, radio se ts, winners will obtain considerable 
which resulted in full display ads national publicity when they go on 
and large groups of window dis- tour, due to the credentials they 
plays obtained through jobbing will carry from Brooklyn organi­
distributors. zations addressed to prominent 

organizations in 'each Publix city. 
8. A unIt show Ue-up with This conte'st also obtained three 

synthetic pearl company, resulted sheet-fiat banners on both sides 
in considerable tull newspaper r11s- ot about 100 of the newspaper de­
play space out of town. livery trucks; on about 1000 

9. Dy authority of Mr. Chat- news-stan-ds with tack cards in 
kin' s si",nature, theatre managers about 1500 store windows with 
in all Publ1x towns went to local special window streamer~ al~ of 
broadcasting stations and obtain- which carried the opening date of 
ed with their local talent radIo the Brooklyn-Paramount theatre. 
salutes during the week prior to Samples and photos of same are in 
the opening of the theatre. We the scrap book. 
h ave several score of acknowledg- 16. The Chamber of Com­
ments where this was actually ac- merce has a magazine of ten 
complished and it is reasonable to years publication prestige which 
-suppose that a great many more was used for several months be., 
-complied with the request but did fore the opening to carry publicity 
no t notify us. stories designed to enlist mer-

10. By arrangement with Mr. chant tie-up cooperation, as well 
Cowan and Mr. Partington, vaude- as sell the theatre to Brooklyn 
ville agencies booking radio talent business men_ as an important 
over New York and Brooklyn sta- economy factor. In addition to 
tions arranged to have them sing this, the entire issue of the maga­
salutes to Ash, Murtagh and the zine was turned over to me to 
new theatre. carry our entire institutional 

story. Those magazines were dis-

, , 

11. By arrangement with Mr, tributed, free of charge, in . the 
Boris Merros and Ben Black all theatre during the opening week 
of the music dealers sent their and were mailed to every Cham­
Bong pluggers to radio stations to ber of Commerce in the United 
:ling salutes to the new theatre. ' States. 
Its stories went a week in advance 
and we have acknowledgments of 
nearly a score of important sta­
tions covered. 

12. There are no important 
radio stations in Brooklyn but, as 
part of a plan I have in mind, 
whereby additional revenue may 
be made possible to the new thea­
tre and publicIty to every Publix 
theatre, I made an arrangement 
with radio station WBBC which is 
the most important of the four, 
This station, at no cost to us, in­
stalled microphones in the thea­
tre and for one week prior to the 
opening. radioed our publicity 
stories several times daily, alter­
nating with theIr entertainment 
and they will keep us on the air 
for one month, at least, at no cost, 
until Mr. McCurdy and I complete 
whatever permanent arrangement 
we are able to make. 

After considerable maneuvering 
an honorary luncheon was ar­
ranged for members of Publix 
and Paramount, selling us as an 
important economic factoI'. This 
resulted in considerable prestige, 
as well as publicity several weeks 
before the theatre opened, which 
gave us a proper importance with 
the ind ustrlal interests. ' 

17. Seven hundred and fifty 
beautifully colored process posters 
were made by our Poster Depart­
ment and distributed in downtown 
windows, welcoming the new thea­
tre. All of the Ludwig-Bauman 
stores carried newspaper ad,S and 
window tie-u ps on Paul Ash en­

the Brooklyn Paramount Theatre. 1 
One third of the space, including ~ 
the front page was devoted to the 1 
institutional publicity storie~. ~ 
This in itself was a gigantic task 1 
involving a mass of detail. The 
ads were obtained through co­
operation of OUr various depart­
ment heads, particularly, Wm. 
Saal, Frank Cambria, and M. J. 
Mullin. The follow-up work on 
this phase of the special section 
was done by Mr. Raymond 
Puckett, whd handled same in a 
very capable manner. The stories 
and pictures in same were de­
scribed in the foregoing . 

It is my plan to sell the radio 
program to a local advertiser for 
as much money as I can obtain 
fo r same, the revenue to be di­
Yided between the per-formers and 
the theatre. 

13. Several hundred publicIty 
stories were written, most of them 
by myself. These have been mi­
meographed so that copies will be 
available for a'ny future theatre 
openings, since nearly all are of 
a n institutional nature. These 
stories were used day by day in 
daily and weekly 'new papers and 
other publications for several 
weeks prior to the theatre open­
ing and also in the New York 
Journal supplement; Standard 
UnIon Special Edition and the 
Chamber of Commerce Magazine. 
These publicity stories totaled, ap­
proximately, 100,000 words, the 
equivalent of lP full length popu­
lar novel. 

14. Fifty or sixty news photos 
were made and captioned for pub­
lica tion In various newspapers, 
etc. Most of these were made by 
the Publix staff photographer, 
Lou Nathan and his assistants. 
Others were made by the press 
syndicate photographers. Many 
of these photographs have been 
duplicated for circuit distribution. 
, cienee and Invention, Art, Music, 
Theatre, and Fan magazines were 
covered with stories and pictuTes. 
These all had to be personally di­
rected. 

15. The Brooklyn Standard 
Union is operating a conte t called 
"The Good-Will Ambassadorette," 
~rafns and Beauty quest in con­
Junction with the new theatre. 

• 

dorsing their piano. 

18. The Postal Telegraph Com­
pany, which controls the Tele­
photo transmission device ar­
ranged with Van & Schenck In 
Cleveland to send an autographed 
picture to Paul Ash, likewise 
Paramount movie stars in Holly­
wood. The Postal Telegraph plans 
to use some newspaper tie-up ads 
in every city on this idea, as well 
as window display material. 

Half a dozen news reel subjects 
were arranged and executed for 
release on our own screens and 
nationally where the subjects had 
sufficient merit. The election bet 
flag pole story carrying the Paul 
Ash Brooklyn-Paramount sign 
broke into all our opposition thea­
tres through Kinogram 1 ews reel. 

21. Proclamation and speech 
for Borough President was writ- ' 
ten and arranged for movietone 
presentation and newspaper pub­
lication. 

. 21. Special advertisers were 
19. A fund C?f several thou- solicited to buy newspaper space 

and dollars obtaIned by a POPU- in New York Journal and other 
L R subscription to the ",?-rea~er newspapers congratulating the 
Brooklyn Boosters League, wtpcb new theatre. 
unanimously elected me to spend 
same in the interests of a gala 23 . At least, four and possibly 
celebration in honor of the new five stories were sent out over the 
theatre. This cel~bration took telegraph press syndicates and 
the form of expending all funds were published in papers all over 
for the purchase and placement the world, thus nationalizing the 
of banners, tack cards, etc" 011 theatre. 
all public highways, city property, 24. A special appeal by Mr. 
telephone lines and with t~e Botsford and the wi'iter to all 
transportation systems. Perm~ts Publix managers and publicity 
for same being granted, despIte. men obtained tbe first concerted­
ordinance to the contrary because strength selling effort. This took 
of the civic nature of the enter- the form of stories about the new 
prise, The area covered. included theatre in local papers as well as 
the entire downtown bUSIness dis- .local radio salute idea. 

Thi,s proved highly successful. 
trict the borough hall district and 
all i~portallt transportation trans-
fer corners. Eight hundred dou- A great many other things were 
ble faced cloth one-sheet banner- attempted without results and 
ettes and one-sheet tack cards some with results, which have 
carrying only the . theatre name, escaped the memory of the writer 
location and OpenlDg date made in the rush of the theatre opening. 
the center pieces of each decora- The scrap books on the opening 
tiYe streamer of pennants. The are not fully posted, due to the 
proclamation from the .boroug~ chaotic conditions sUtTrounding the 
President calling for pubhc COgDl- oveniog. However, these will be 
zance of the new theatre resulted completed as quickly as possible. 
in many voluntary tie-ups. The As the scrap books now stand a 
front of the theatre was ~ecorated rough idea of the magnitude of 
out of this fund at that tIme. the selling job may be obtained by 

20. The biggest new:spaper anyone, who wishes to look at 
supplement ever published In ew same. 
York in conjunction with any en-
terprise was pu blished by th~ ew This completes the report on 
York Journal for the openlllg of things accomplished. 


