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AN ILLUSTRATED MAGAZ INE OF NATIONAL INTEREST 

THE GROWTH OF A COMMUNITY PLAYHOUSE IDEA 
By ELLEN LEECH 

"What things we have seen done at the 
Mer'maid; heard w01'ds that have been 
so nimble and so full of su btle /lame." 

I T has now become so much t he rul e to ex­
pect every proj ect to burst forth fully 

panoplied,-not from th e head of Jove, but 
from the purse of capita l, that we are in­
clined to forget t hat t he majority of our 
prized possession s , particularly comm unity 
or municipal blessings are the result of t he 
slow growth of years, and of the efforts, us ­
uall y, of a group who r ecognize the needs of 
the people long before the majority realize 
there will be such a necessity. 

direction of Mrs . Arthur Palmer, and all 
me mbers of th e Leagu e interested in th e 
study and productio n of plays inv ited to join. 
Fl'orn thi s nuc leus it wa s soo n poss ible for 
Gi lmor Brown to recruit amateurs to replace 
hi s Savoy playe rs and thus g radually el imi­
nate all profess ional pla ye rs from the cast. 

During' t he moving years of the war both 
the Drama League and the Community 
Playe r s ca rri ed on along their educational 
lines but with modified st rength a s othe r in ­
te res ts clai med th e time of the members. The 
players did the ir utmost, however, to offer 
entertainrn ent and re la xat ion to the home 
workel's du ring the moments of lei s ure vouch­
sa fed t hem. 

These naturally lean years brought a defi c it 
to th e Playe r and in orde r to attempt to wipe 
t his out by th e introductio n of more bu s iness­
like methods the Community Playhouse Asso­
ciation wa s f o rm ed and artic les of inco rpora­
tion fil ed in 19 18, under which title th e 
Players conti nu e to fun ction. 

Life of the drama on thi s coast has always 
been a preca riou s one; for many years s tock 
com pa ni es occu pied the theater s , with an 
occas ional v isit of so me we ll known star, 
though rarely supported by t he Eastem cast 
in its entirety. The refore, to avo id s tagna­
tion along these lines a Tuesday Morning 
Drama Class was organized in Pasad ena in 
1912, with Mrs . J. B. Durand as Chairman, 
for the avowed purpose of s tudyi ng and read­
ing the best plays of each year. It was later 
f ound desirable t<1 j oin the Los Angeles Cen­
ter of the Drama League of Arne ri ca, which 
necessitated a ugmenting the nu mber by fifty, 
as one hundred members we re required, and 
finally in 1916 the Pasadena Center was 
form ed. Miss Sybil J ones was t he fir st presi ­

THE ST AGE TOWER Of' PA SADENA 'S COMMUN ITY 
PLA YHOU S E. WHERE GREEN STREET IS CU'rTI NG 

ACROSS EL MOLINO A VENUE. 

Through t he s ucceedin g years the Drama 
League has he ld and s hown an un cea s ing in­
terest in the Commun ity Players , aiding and 
abe tting in eve r y way poss ibl e that the th e­
ate r mi g ht hold to its ideal of the presenta­
tion of drama, rath e r than become merely a 
s hop where arnu sernent is produced and sold. 
Thi s protec torate, howeve r, ha s neve r been 
mo re than t ha t, the two bodies functioning 

dent, with Dr. Rober t Freeman, Mrs. H. I. Stuart and Mrs. Myron 
Hunt as vice-presi dents, and Miss Loui se CongoI' as sec reta ry. 

T o this ea rl y Drama Class, however, Pa sadena owes its Com munity 
P layers and the new Commun ity Play house , as th e Drama Class wa s 
still functioning a s an independent body when Gilmor Brown ca me to 
Pasadena with hi s Savoy Players to p resent s uch plays a s were usual­
ly given in stock theate r s at that time. Although th e entertainments 
were desirable the patronage was not sufficient to allow a continuance 
without definite support and rea li zin g thi s the Class decided to back 
the project with their entire app roval a nd in o rder to a ss ist finan cia ll y 
suggested the sa le 
of s ubscri ptions, 
in the amounts of 
five a nd ten dol­
lars , these to ap­
ply on adrni ss ions, 
and in this way 
the firs t impetu s 
wa s g i v e n to­
ward s a commun­
ity theater. 

With the or­
ganization of the 
Pasadena Center 
in 1916 a Play 
Contest sec tion 
was ins talled and 
it was announced 
that the play win­
ning first place 
wo u I d be pre­
se n ted by the 
Savoy P I aye r s. 
The fir st play to 
gain the coveted 
award was liThe 
Sea peg a a t" by 
Mr s. W a I to n 
Wood of Sou t h 
Pasadena. With 

• every year SInce 

entirely separately; th e Community Playhouse Assoc iation und e r a 
Governing Board, with reve nu e-p roduc ing- rnernbers hips , and with nin e 
standing co mrnittees . na med by the pres id ent, to handle va rious 
phases of the playhouse work. 

When t he lot on South EI Molino was purcha sed and a building pro­
g ran) di scussed it wa s ev ident that a separate co rporation must be o r­
ganized in order that, under the requireme nts of th e law, the property 
co uld be vested in a lega l ownrsh ip . Thus the Pa sadena Community 
Guild was inco rporated in 1924, as a stoc k corporation with preferred 
and com mon s tock. A provis ion wa s made, a s is us ual, that the com­

the contest has 
grown and has in­
cluded a number 
of dramatic suc­
cesses. The prize 
for the best play 
is now $100. 

In 19 1 7 an 
Amateur Players 
Section wa s 
formed, under the 

THE NEW PLAYHOUSE BEHIND ITS HANDSOME PALM TREES ON EL MOLINO AVENUE. A THEATRICAL 
PHOTOGRAPH BY GEORGE HAIGHT. THE COURT AND AUD ITORI UM WERE FIRST DESIGNED BY ELMER 
GRAY, ARcmTECT. AND SINCE ITS INCEPTION ALL THE TALENT OF THE TOWN HA S BEEN AT ITS SERVICE. 
CARRIED T O A UNITY OF COMPLETION BY DWIGHT GIBBS. ARCHITECT, ALSON CLARK. ARTIST, E. A. 

mon stock co uld 
retire the pre­
ferr ed stoc k and 
thu s in the owne r­
sh ip of the com­
mon stock r ested 
the poten t ial co n­
trol if not the im­
mediate 0 w n e r­
ship of the build­
ing. Thi s co m­
mon stoc k, how­
eve r, can not be 
purc hased by pri­
vate indi vi dual s 
but all donati ons 
rece ived by th e 
Pla y h o u se are 
u sed for t he pur­
chase of co mmon 
stock on the co n­
diti on t hat th e 
com mon stock so 
purchased s hall 
be i ss u e d to a 
tru s tee f a I' t he 
benefit of th e 
P l ay h o u se co r­
pora tio n; th e sub­
sc ription b I a n k 
used for thi s pur­
pose ca rry in g its 
own exp lanation, 
"For the purpose 
of mai ntai n ing an 
ownership of th e 
property for pub­
lic good and not 
for in d i v i d u a I 
ga in." 

Under t he limi­
tations of Ca li-CHEESE WRIGHT, T. W. SM ITH AND FRANK H . SE LLERS, REPRESENTING THE COMMUN ITY GUILD. 
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MISS SIBY L ELIZA JONES, T H E FlllST PRES I D ":N 'f 
OF TIH: PASADENA CENT E R. OHAl'ItA LEAGUE OF 
Al\lE ll ICA, A PL AYWIU GH T AND CO M POSE R, 

fornia law t ru sts rnay not ex ist indefini te ly 
with t he except ion of t hose for cha ri table 
and speti fi c educational pur poseg, and twenty­
fi ve years is t he presc r ibed lim it for this trust 
indenture, Dur ing thi s pe r iod the t ru stee 
shall be subjec t to control by a n Ad viso ry 
Boa rd and a majo r ity of t hc d irecto rate of 
thc P lay house Association but at the end of 
the twenty-fi ve yea rs unless the re is a change 
in l(~g-is l at i on, the co mrnon stock must be 
transfe rred to t he Play house Association, 
whose cha rte r h hS more than forty yea rs to 
run an d can then be renewed, 

I n substance then wha t seems a complicated 
mechan ism of two corporations and 
the tr ust is merely C:1n attempt to 
stab ilize the stock voti ng co nt rol , 
and ad rn inistc r the pl'ope l' ty for a 
pe ri od of t wenty-five years , re­
lieving the Pla yhouse of t he heav­
ier bus.iness detail s until !'O uch ti me 
as it fee ls capable of contro lli ng­
property worth over four hu nd red 
thousand doll a rs. 

I n case we are inclin ed, some of 
us, to hold the Cornmuni ty players 
in too home-l ike an estim ation It 
nHl~' be well to g ive the view of a 
\'isito r as contai ned in the fol­
lowing' l etter fr o m Maur ice 
Browne, head of the Mau r ice 
Browne Playe r's and directo r of the 
T heater of t he Golden Bough at 
C a rm el-b;'- the-Sea , Ca I i f 0 1'11 ia, 
Editor of Sout hl and , 

Pasadena, Cal ifo rnia : 
A week 0 1' two ago yo u asked 

me if I would put into th e form of 
a lett('r so me of the thi ngs 1 had 
said to ~'ou in conversation about 
the work of the P asadena Com­
munity Players , and 1\11'. Gilm or 
B rown, I have delayed doing t h is 
until I had see n the production of 
their Annual Frolics. 

During the last two 0 1' t hree 
weeks I have been present at P lay­
house performances of "Her itage," 
and the Frol ics and at a P laybox 
performant<' of "The T ragedy of 
N an ." In brief, the im pression 
made 011 rne hy these th ree pro­
duct ions ,- tl'agedy, drama, and 
bu rlesq ue mix(ld with fanta sy-is 
that no "little theatre" group 
known to me in this country is 
doi ng better work and si ngu lal'ly 
fe w as good, j\ nw"i('an Little 
Theatres f ol' the mo~t. :,art have 
suffe red from two cu rses : They 
have lacked va riety, and, when 
they have done good plays, they 
have too ofte n done them inade­
quate ly , The three p roductions c.f 
Gilrnor Brown na rned above put 
on as I say within a per iod of two 

CALI F OR N IA SO U THLA D 

GILM OR UHO IV N, NOT ON LY T HE DIREGTO R OF 
T H E GOMMUN ITY P LAYERS BUT REGOGNIZED AS 
TH E EXPON ENT OF T HE BEST I N TRAI N ING, 

of ma te r ia l but in its handling ; a nd the hand­
li ng shows maste ry, I do not mean t hat t he 
three producti ons were pe l'fect ; they were 
far from it ; in each of th em t here we re blan k 
and somet imes bad moments ; bu t t hat very 
fact showed by . contrast how good thei I' good 
mornents and thei l' genera l a verage were. 

Gilmor Brown's produ ction of " The Trag­
edy of Na n" wa , with out qual ification , the 
best p rod ucti on of that exceeding ly difficul t 
and beautiful play tha t 1 ha ve seen (this 
opin ion was sha red by Miss Van Volkenburg 
and Mr, Robert N ichols , th e E nglish poet, 
wh o attended it with me) , 

• 

• , 

J, IV , MO RI N IN WH OSE HANDS H A R ESTED, 
THROUG HOUT T H E WH O I>E GROWT H, T H E LEGAL 
INTEREST OF T HE COMM UN ITY PLA YH OUSE, 

"Heritage ," wi th a not ve}'y good first act 
a nd a markedly poo r fo urth act, howed in 
the second act, on t he pa rt of a uthor, directo r 
and players , adm irable tea m-work, and in the 
thir'd act reached heights t hat 1 have only 
seen surpassed in t h i country by the New 
York Yidd i h Thea t re in its best days wh en 
Ben-Ami was a t its head , The Pasadena 
Co mmuni ty Playe rs have shown me so much 
good actin g in t he past f ew weeks that it i 
invidious to mention anyone by name, but r 
f eel I must pay pecial t ribute to Miss Bell e 
Mitchell f or he r fl a wless piece of characte r 
work in "He ritage;" Miss Ada Glea all, too, 

a nd one 0 1' t wo of th e other were 
ha rdl y less good, Acti n ' of such 
a cali bre, is , unfortuna te ly, not 
usually associated wi t h " little 
theatre ," 

The Playe rs' Frolic showed t hat 
t hey could laug h at them elves­
a nd at the public and, mimbilc 
die t l< , at their backers-without 
strain, bitternes J 0 1' self-conscious­
ness. It was spontan eous fun and 
it was good fun, with, a the best 
burlesque a lways has , moments of 
beauty in it. 

Presumably these three produc­
tions are more or less ty pical of 
t he work of th e Community Play­
er, If t ha t i 0 , especia lly now 
that th ey are just about to move 
into their new theatre, to whi ch 
t here is non Ruperi or t ha t I know 
of in th e U nited St a tes , they can 
cha ll enge compariso n-and p retty 
Ji g ht-h artedly at that- with any 
s imilar American organization, I t 
alone wi th a ny on the Pacific 
Coa st , In New York, any theatre­
lover, as a matte r of course, regu­
larly make a a bbath day's jour­
ney to th e wilds of Grand Street 
t o see the new show at t he eigh­
borhood : as often as not he doesn't 
know what he i going to see, but 
he knows he is going to see a good 
show; s imilarl y in Los Angeles I 
find myself makin g a s imilar jour­
ney to the Pasadena Playhouse, 
with the same feeling, and as a 
111 a tter of cou rse, 

Very incerely yours , 
MA URI CE BROWNE, 

, F OLLOWING th e g rowth of an 

01' three weeks-show extraordin­
ar'y var iety not only in the choice T H E STAIRWAY T O THE MUSIC ROOM WHI CH AWAITS COMPLETION, 

idea through years of exper­
ience and trial we find invariably 
tha t the ta ngible t hing, the thing 
which has per s i ted throug h change 
and growth, lodges year by year, 
month by month, da y and night, 
t hrough sun shine and shadow, in 
th e heart of ome individual. 
Growth means change and su­
tenance from new sources ; and a 
the Community Playhouse has be-

, 



MI SS ELEANOR BISSELL IS NOW. AN D H AS BEEN 
FOR THE PA ST E I GHT YEA HS, PRESIDEN T OF 
THE PASADENA CENTER O F THE DRAMA LEA GUE. 

come a vo rtex f o r co mmun ity i~1 te l'e sts in th e 
arts of human ex press ion, and takes on tang­
ibl e form it has reached out through the co m­
munity and ha s f ound here and th e re ri ch 
stores of ex pe rience in the rnu lt itudinou s tal­
ent, latent, qui es ant and ret ired, exi sting in 
thi s cos mopol itan, but dec id edly Ame ri can 
population of Pasadena . I t follows , th e refor e, 
that Pasadena is a prol ific a nd un usually fine 
fi eld for the working out of thi s democrati c 
Am eri can ideal. These res ults now beco rne ap­
parent in the ac tual building of the Commun­
ity Playhou se. One cannot take 
a photog'1'aph of an idea as it exi sts 
in the mind o( its possessor; but 
if one who loves hi s fellow men an d 
wi shes to g ive to his co mmunity 
h'orn out hi s store of talent t rain­
ing, wealth, 0 1' skill in an y l ine, 
will build a Co mm un ity Playhouse, 
not on ly can a photograph be taken 
of hi s idea but it can be presented 
to the waiting wo r ld whi ch j ust 
now is eagerly asking: " \ \T ha t is 
democracy and is it worth sav in g?" 

Southern Cal ifornia has bee n 
called t he la boratory of co mmun­
ity life a s well a s t he land of 
hea rt's des ire for th e ind ivi dual 
home. The combina tio n is dyn a­
mic ; ne w ideal s of home a re de­
velopi ng, new fo rces in commu nity 
effort a re b('! in g re leased. 

The very fact t hat our popu la ­
ti on is mobi le and, a s t he chemist 
would say, "in so lu tion," has le ft 
it free to c rystal ize around that 
whi ch most interests th e indi vidu a l 
with brains and ta lent. Every 
citizen and eve ry new co mer is wel ­
comed to wo rk . 

The atmosphere of t he comm un ­
ity is that whi ch is breathed most 
generously by th e amateur and 
the connoi sseur, but the co re of 
the whole thing is hi g hl y profes­
sional in its a rt and training. 

The test of t he quali ty li es in 
the quality of the people wh o have 
finally brought about the realiza­
tion of these ideal s . F oremost In 
the actual bus iness of building the 
playhouse and br inging it to its 
present perfecti on as an up -to-dat~ 
theatre is Mr. Frank H. Selle rs , 

. whose tireless attention t o con­
tracts and detail s has the grati­
tude of the whole communi ty. 

CAL I FOR N I A SOU THLA N D 

A L SON CL ARK, PAI N TE R, ETCH ER. C I{I T IC I N TH e: 
SC HOOL OF ART I N P A SAD ENA, WHO I-I A S G I VEN 
OF HI S TA LENT I N T H E DESIGN OF THE TO\V E I~ . 

The Gove r ning Boa rd o( t he Commun ity 
Pl ay house Assoc iat ion: Paul Pe ri go rd, pres i­
dent; Mrs. Robe rt A. Mill ikan, vi ce president ; 
Jose ph C. S loan e, secretary; Gu y R. McComb, 
treasure r; M is s El ean o r M. Bi ssell , Clinton 
C. Cla!'ke, M!'s. Phillip Schu yler Doane, MI·s . 
George E. Ha le, Jarnes \V . Mo rin, Geo rge A. 
Mortime!' , M!'s. F!'ank H. Se ll e !'s. 

Oth e rs have se rved o n t hi s board in prev ­
iou s yea rs, but upon thi s year's mernbe l's ha s 
fa\l e n th e b!'unt o( secu!'ing- th e f un ds fo!' t he 
new pla y house and buildin g it. 

I I 

CAPTA IN PA U L PEI-~ I(;O I {D, OF CA LlFO il NI A IN ­
ST l't' lJ T E OF 'I' 1';C H N OJ,0(;Y , i' H ES IDE N T O F THE 
COl\'I MUN ITY P l. A Y l-l O US E A SSOCIATION AN IJ 
A L SO PH ESlI) I:;N T OF THE COi\Ii\l tJ N ITY (; U ILD , 

Tht, vo lun tee r workers and pl a~' t' r s ha vl! 
com e fro m every scdion a nd fr o m everv ('la ss . 

• • 

The players occa s io nall y have stag't· a spira­
ti o ns but 1'11 0 1' (.' frequently volu ntt'er sim ply a s 
a co rnmunity duty hut cmerg'e, throu).,d1 th e 
skillful coa <.: hing o f Gilmor Bruwll, with a n 
cnviab le reco rd, 

Th e comm uni ty co-ope ra tion t'xtend s beyo nd 
t he playe rs and t he footlights as it <-'nCO I11 -
pa sses the working' co mmittees , the pla y 
readers, t he propert y a nd ward rohe <.:o rnm it­
tees, and, wh t' n the building pl an s w e re an -

noun c:ed , arti ~an s from eve r ~' part 
of Pa sadena ofT<-'red thei r st' l' vices , 

Due to th e fact that ma n,' of' th e 
lead ing exper ts , enginl'e r s, a rc hi­
tect s and spel' iali st s donatt'd their 
f.' el' v ices whol l~' wi thou t compt' ll sa­
li on, and nl(;1n~' of tht· co ntracto rs 
supplied m aterial an d labor at ac­
tu al 01' alm ost actual cos t , th e 
Guild has been abl e to {' rt'c t and 
furn ish the building' so l' h t' apl~' 
that th ose bank c rs and finan c iers , 
who have be<-'n charg'ed wi th pro­
curi ng a larg'e part of t he fu nds to 
t' r cct th e st ru cture, to n:-:. idt' l' that 
[ 0 1' eve r~" do llar of ca s h ex pt'nd ed 
th er e ha s been put i nto th e bui ld­
ing' o nc doll ar and twt'ntv t ents of 

• 
actual va lu e. 

A mo ng' the a rt is t s , a rc h itec.:ts, 
eng ineers an d experts who ha ve 
rend er ed s uc h sig'nal ser vice i n 
mak i ng' t he bu ild ing' un ique foJ' 
beautr, dli cit'llc~' of operation and 
econo m y o f co nstruction , so that it 
stand s in a cla s s b~' itself , are 
Ai son S, Cl ark, art ist; E , J, 
Checsew rig'h t, deco ra to ,. ; A, D w i gh t 
Gibbf-i , arch itect, a ssociate 1'01' t he 
intpl'i o ," E:lm cr Grev a l'c h itcd for , . , 
the build ing; F.l liott Lee l<; lJ ing­
wood, eng'inccl' foJ' t he heating and 
ventilating'; Prof. Vt' l' n 0 , Knud­
sen , :o:. peci a li st in aCQus tice , U nivel' ­
,it,' of Ca lifornia; Claude D. Sea­
man, e lectr ica l and stage equip­
rn cnt e llg'in eer; Prof. Cliffo rd M. 
S wan, s pec ial is t in aco ust ics , I-Ial'­
vunl U ni ver sity, 

Arnong the co ntra cto rs who have 
b~' the ir co nscient ious wo rk ca l'J' ied 
through the splendid co nstr uction 
o( t he buildi ng, and whi ch th ey did 
with littl e 0 1' no profit to t hem­
selves, arc \<\linter Constru ct ion 
Company , gene ral cont r acto r s ; An­
c ian o S ton e Co mJ)an y , slate flag­
s tones ; C. W . Co le & Company 
stage illum inating equ ipment- Elec ~ . , 

At the little cupboard of an of ­
fi ce, 83 North Fail' Oaks Ave., 
where the playhouse interests have 
centered during most of these 
years of growth, and whe re dur­
ing each day di scussions of ad ­
vancement of the work proceeded , 
one finds a list of the presen t gov­
erning board for 1924-1925. 

THE INTERIOR OF THE STA GE T OWER AND THE STA GE OF THE NEW COM ­
MUNITY PLAYHOU SE. NEAR THE BRIG HT LIGHT AT BA CK IS T I·IE MODEL 

S WITCHBOBARD, TWO WORKMEN GIV E THE SCALE. 

t n ca l Prod ucts Company, s tage 
elec tri ca l equipment; F r a b I ' i c 
S tud ios, stage ri gging; Thoma s 
H a nniba l, stage C UI' t a i nand 

( Con t'inned On Pag e 20) 
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THE PLAYHOUSE Contimted from 
, Page 11 

drape,, ; Wm. L. Haven, acoustical treatment; J. H?kom Company, 
prinkler system ' W. E . Langstaff, general electrical contractor; 

E. O. Nay Comp~ny, hea ting, ventilating and plumbing; Era P eter­
sen, decorator; Roberts Manufacturing Company, hand wrought light­
ing fixtures; Safety Electri cal Products Company, tage sWltchboard; 
Watkins Plaste r Compa ny , sta ff ornaments ; C. F . ·Weber Company, 
theatrical chairs; W est & Company, fini shed hardware. 

The best mind" of the communi ty have been for months and s till 
a re interested in the actual building of the Community Playhouse. 
Begun as a vital necess ity, r ea lized by those neares t to the weekly 
round of management, the project has been accumulatin~ moment,!m 
and material until the talent of the town is concentrated In the SOCial 
and artistic center now nea ring completion on EI Molino Avenue. 

That the project is on a firm financial bas is i vouched for in the 
personnel of the building committee of the holding co rporation. Mr. 
Frank A. Sellers, a s chairman, has 0 crystalized the various forces 
and so utili zed t he tal ent volunteered that not only ha ve large funds 
been adequately handled, but money saved by volunteer work has 
been economically used for needed changes and improvements. Mr. 
T. IV. Smith of the First National Bank of Pasadena has supervi sed 
also in the detail s of contract, both of these publi c-spirited men 
acting for the Communi ty Guild, of whi ch the general board is 
Captai n Paul P e rigord, MI". Hiram Wadsworth, C. J. Hall of the 
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Call/era Portraits 

Architectural Studies 
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O nly 78 years ago Califor nia wa s 
Mexican Territory. Today, . it is 
st i ll Mexican in architecture, cli­
mat e, scenic be,au fY, atm os phe,re . 
Enhance thi s natural charm With 

• 
th e co lo r and glint-of-re flec[ed- sun­
lig ht obtainable with Spanish ­
M ex ican tiles. 

Imp orted and stocked by 

• 
m r 1 O. 

CARE CtlEE:5WRIGftT STUOI00, PA fJENA. 
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Pacific Southwest Bank, W. D. Lacey, T. W. mith, Dr. James Mc­
Bride and Frank H. Sellers, with Mr. Morin a" con ulting attorney . 

With great interest we pen b 'ated the mysteries of the theatre 
tower and basement, sharing with Mr. ellers an eager pleasure in 
the perfection of appliance and mode rn equipment. Never before 
had we realized why a tage tower is necessary in a two-story build ­
ing u!>ed as a th eatre, or why theatre buildings in commercial centers 
are on ly partly available for offices. 

H ere the tower has become the main architectural feature , sharing 
only with George Washington Smith's beautiful white tower of t he 
Lobera Theatre in Santa Barbara the di stinction which is its due. 
Growing out of the internal use and necessity of its con truction . 
criticized by the best architectural acumen, and carried to completion 
by Mr. Dwight Gibbs, architect, and Mr. Alson Clark, arti st, whose 
study of decoration and architectural skyline has been at the servic~ 
(If the Playhouse for months, this tower stands for much in the com­
munity, the value of which will develop year after year. 
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