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SELECTED STAGE SECRETS 
• PASADENA COMMUN ITY PLAYHOUSE 

By ELLEN LEEC H 
PH 0 TO G RA P H S BY ALB E RT HI L L E R 

JOSEPH HAM AS PRINCE MEREN.RE, LEFT : BELLE MITCHELL, PRI OF AND TEMPLE ATTENDANT; CENTER, FRANK McALLISTER, AS PRINCE 
KETA , RI GHT, IN THE PRODUCTION OF THE BIBLICAL DRAMA, "PHARAOH'S DA UGHTER." 

T HE pl'emiere product ion of t he inte resting and compelling Biblical 
drama, "Pharaoh's Da ug hter," by Dr, Allison Gaw and Ethelean 

Tyso n Gaw, at the Community Playhouse, Pasadena, in Octobe r, 
establ ished a new order of playwrights a mong u , and proved anew 
the power of blank verse, 

Thi dramatic, hi storica l r omance, contras ting vividly the ourt of 
the Pharaohs and the life of t he Hebrew s laves , gives an unusual 
opportunity for reference to t he Costum e Department of the play· 
house, The prod uction \Va so brill iant, with uch meticulous care 
shown not only in t he interpretation of character but in the detail of 
the hi stori c costum es, and in the provi s ion of a back ground and set· 
tings to stimulate t he imagination, that even the mos t unobserving 
must have realized that such results are not obtained wit hout effort 
and un til'ing energy, pluck and persev ranee on the part of someone, 

Walter Cohick Plunkett, a young but well known costum e des ig ner, 
gave hOUl'S of ti me t o ma king sketches, exact in detail , and coloring 
them accul'ately t hat the important item of color might be satisfac­
torily worked out in the perfect whole, The exqui ite changing lights 
that we enj oy ; th e maze of co lor that form the picture, all a re the 
I'es ul ts of deep study. A g roup may be worked out satisfactorily, 
accounted for in relation to one another, but when t he group break 
because t he movement of t he play req uires a diffe rent formation, 
t hen t hi again must be perfect in colo r, although the second grouping 
may be aCross the stage from the fir st and wi t h a totally different 

backgro un d, Yes indeed, the costum es, the stage settings and the 
lighting all make a tremendous diffe rence, 

Whil e histo ry record the type of dress, the material s, and orne­
t hing of the gorgeou colors, each individual designer of modern 
t ime' ha a slight margin in which to va ry hi s pl'oduction, The 
material s in use, however, are definite ly decided, as the Egyptians 
u ed primarily a heavy hand woven linen, a fa bric intermingling 
goats ' hair, and a sheer, fibrous material, th e la tter used largely in 
the s wat hi ng processe , covered wi t h a cloak or cape, For the 
heavier materials various weights of cotton cloth were sub tituted 
in t he r eproduction and for the gauze tarl eton \Va u ed, dyed in the 
workroom to the required shades, and often colored seve ral times, 

The deta il work was mo t intere t ing and intricate: The evere 
Egyptian wig, made of heavy black co rd ewed with interminable 
s titches to th e tightfitting base, and decorated occas ionally with 
beads and ornaments for the feminine wea r, to produce the peculiarly 
s traight ha il' always a sociated with tho e fair but dusky maids of 
t he eve r-flowing Nile, The head dresse were all elaborate and all 
ca rri ed a meaning, the triple crown of the Queen for instance proving 
her a Pharaoh of Upper Egypt and the Third Pha ra oah of Lower 
Egypt, The power of this ruling hou e is exemplifi ed by t he fan 
u ed in the co tume of both t he Queen and Mo es. The Queen's 
cloak proclai ms her a ruler throug h its ymbols, and the decorations 
of the costume of Moses with the sym bols Osyce and of the Sun 

NILE DANCERS, INTERPRETI NG THE SONG OF T HE EVER·FLOWING NILE : JESSIE HERRON, LEADER ; ROSA BURNEL, VIRGINIA MARSDEN , E LIZABETH 
FLINT, J OSEPHINE SPATES, AND ELIZABETH MARSDEN-- A LOVELY BIT OF THE ROMANTIC DRAMA, "PHARAOH'S DAUGHTER," 
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EDWARD ATLEE, PR I EST OF KARNAK, WI TH ASS I ST ANT PR I EST S, E VE RETT McC Al\'lM AN AND RAY MON D M ART I N, LEFT : FRED E RI C K WRIGHT, PRINCE 
ATORE, CEN TER : l\'lA,'F'A I R M U RPHEY AND L U RENE T UTTLE, NOVI CES IN THF T El\I PLE OF ISIS. RI GHT. 

are s igns of t he heir apparent and of t he ruling Pharaoh if a male. 
To enumerate furth er detail s whi ch should not be o\"erlooked: th e 

sandals , with the ir e longated toes , the toes t urning almost back to 
the ankl e, were mad e of heavy cloth, with inne r soles , then painted 
and gilded and held in place by cal 'efull y sewed ela s ti c. Those in­
triguing beard protectors , des igned and cut from buckram, we re 
painted and fitted by a inge niou s member of the s taff. Hi sto ry ma y 
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HELEN JEROME EDDY AS QU EEN MERRH1S, PHAROAH'S DAUGHTER AN D 
REIGNING SOVEREIGN OF EGYPT 

tell why they were used but I will venture the assumption that th ey 
were primarily put in vogue by a kingly sou l who saw thi s opportu­
nity to hide what he didn't have by orig inatng a style,- a keen mind, 
and very feminine in its working. The cats' heads proved too expen-

s ive to buy outright, so anot he r arti st modeled them in plasti c, g ild ed 
th em, and in t urn th ey shone like solid gold in the pri est ly process iona l. 

\·Vo rkin g out th ese art ist ic detail s , attempting and producing unu­
s ual e ff ec ts with plasti c , bu ckram, glue and g il t , carri es w it h it th e 
uplift of ori gina l productio n but afte r all pl ease remember it is tiring, 
and not quite so in tel esting to s it and sew a s traight searn, putting 
t hings togethe l" that mu st stay put through eleve n pe l·formances. 
Think of th e needl e pr icks encounte red in sewin g mil es of bla ck co rd 
into a wig, and ya rd s of lotu s flowers onto th e Queen's gown. Ju st 
think of all the colors and des ig ns which we re cut out and app li qu ed, 
as we ll as the othe r des ign s pai nted on each costum e wh ether [Of' 
royalty 01' s lave, and a ll t hi s a labor of fri end ly se rvice . 

The production committee for the pe rfo rman ce wa s composed of 
MI". and Mrs . Donald H. Fry, Mrs. C. B. Scoville, Jr., and Roma Pen­
fi e ld. Miss Gen ev ieve Graydon wa s chairrnan of the cos tume co m­
mittee with th e fo ll owin g head s of departments : Dyein g, Everett 
McCamman; pattern-cutting, Mrs . Elizabeth Cole ; painting, Frederick 
\~' right; headdress , Richard Ru sse ll; wigs , Do rothy \Nare ; sanda ls, 
Raymond Martin; accessori es , Donald H. Fry; sewing, Lu cy Howard 
and Ramona Hend erso n. 
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A RTHUR L UBIN AS PHIN CE RAMES ES-MOESIS, REPUTED SON OF 
PHAHOAH"S DA UGHTER A!'ID HE IR APPARENT TO THE THRONE. HEAR. 
ING THE PETITION OF MYRA (MARY RADLOVA ), AND HER GRAND· 

FATHER, BEN·ISRAEL (CHARLES HANCOCK) 


