NEV SUPER CINEMA
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EDINBURGH PLAYHQUSE:

—_—

STAGE AND SCREEN FEATURES.

Eorvpnon's Jargest civema—tho Playhouse, in
Leith Walk—will be open to tho public from
Monday onwards. * The Playhouse illustrates very
effectively tho remarkablo developments that have
taken place in the screen world during the last
decade. The einema-goer of t0-8ay enjoys.a much
fuller existence than his pre-war predecessor, who
was content to grope his way intc dark and rather
dismal halls to gazo at.films which flashed and
fiickered in erratic spasms on tho screen. The
will go to ““ the pictures ™
in the modorn manner, W as a visit to the

loyhouso proves—is as far removed from the old-
tinio mapner us an acroplane is from a. horse-cab.
l The Playhouse patron, approaching the massive
and impressivo stone frontage, enters by a wide
contral. hall, thickly carpeted, “clectric fires burn
on cither side, and in front there Is a-mysterious
mazo of doorways Y Thass 4 nat
{only to the pictwre house-proper, but to a number
of: ﬁendz'\fes, which add to novelty of the
building. There .ava_eloakesoms, lounges, cafes,
and soda fountains, all of which increase the cowm-
fort of tho cinema. But the actual cinema itself
is the muin_attraction, and it is only_ when one
passes into it that the growth of the industry is
realizpd. 1t is planoed on 8 Javish.and Juxnrions
scale. The_total seating capacity is 3040, there
being 1500 scats in the stalls, 660 in’ the circle, and,|
860" m the balcony. The breadth and height of
the. interior convey an impression of spaciousness
and_grandeur, seats piog out from the
wids stago and towering overhead in the two
commodious tiers. Tho decorstive effects. are
tasteful and actistic. Crimson stalls, purple circle
seats, and ol;!i tgo]d balcony scats, blend hac-

Iy with'the I scliomao, of ‘decarati
Tho- lighting is strikingly original, and” in-the
broad arch over the screen and the stage a special
design is utilised to_depict either .morning. sun-
rize, o golden suncol, 67 the desy Llua of the sky

patron of the Playhouse

on & summer evening—wliichever is’ appropriate:]
1o the eccasion. 2 S

The screen is, of course, of the latest type, and
the stage is one of the largest in the country. The
Playhouse. management- can. produce &t ‘any tine
any form. of entertainment—a silent film, & talk-
g film, 2 play, 2 musical comedy, 2 pantomime,
or ar opera. the immediate future their.pro-
Erammo is to be a blend of silent flms anad telkies:

or the latter, the ment have ivstalled the
Western Electric sound apparatus. Theré:is
an orchestra, and there is an u:lrﬁan, but hoth these
femilinr -features: have unfamiliar habits. - - - The
orchostra=ichen it is .nob. required—disapped
quictly by means of sn electric hit, and the ofgan
goes up and down by the same unusual means.
The organ is a splendid “instrument, with-full

orchestral ‘effects. . $
modelled- on_ the Roxy

Tho Playhouse has been
Cineme Theatre in New York, the architect: being
Alr John Fairweather, F.R.I,B.4,, Glasgow, " The
principal directors of the Playlmuss Co. (Ltd),
which has becn registered with a capital of £100,000,
are Mr-F. A, Lumley and Mr J, P. Maguire, and
Mc D, ALL S, Lombic is to be the manager, -

. - A BARRIE “TALKIE” .. . -

Tho opening programme is to consist of two all-
talking pictures and a silent film,* A privato per-
formance given in the Playhouse last night demon-
strated tho clarity of the YWestern Electric sound
apparatus, ‘which is smlg.\hzly freo from cither
harshriess or blurring. The main sound picture is
~The Doctor's Seerct,” on J. Barrie's
play, ! Half-an-Hour.” - This -intensély dramatic
storv. Jends itself admirsbly to tha new serecn arf)
and an-excellent cast; headed by Ruth-Chatterton
and B, B, Watner, act b;ﬂliantfy, and speak with
8 g distinctness—free * from .apy - accent.
Afiss Chatterton, who is a ‘well-kndwn American
stage star; gives a particularly fing interpretation
of tho rolo-of tho unhappy wife, and the film ‘i
one . whith " show  an _advancs on.-any’ of “the
talking - pictures - hitherto_ seen. in_ Edinburgh.
“ Mise Intormation  is an amusing talking comedy,
and tho silent film, “Tho Fleet's In," featurcs
Clara Bow ‘in a typically ~American; romanco “of
gailors ‘and. the' girls " they leavs on “shore. < -




