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4. hint of the elaborateness of the new R iveria thea tre in Chicago is given by these vie'lls. the olle at the left showing the walls and 
boxes. To the right is a view of the auditorium and balcony 

'Vew Riviera in Chicago Prospers Outside the 
LOl!P Section 

r HE new Riviera theatre, located at Broadway and Lawrence 
and operated by Messrs. Balaban and Katz is one of the mo t 

)eautiful and completely equipped in Chicago. 'It is situated in the 
1igh-class residence and commercial center of the north ide about . . ' 
nx mtles from the Loop. 

The program presented at the Riviera is of the Balaban & Katz 
;tandard, consisting of photodrama, symphonic music and soloi t 
)f well known merit, in surroundings which in them el es attract 
)3.trons to their theatre. 

The Riviera is entered through an outer lobby of great height 
lluminated wit1:l crystal fixtures. The side walls are paneled to 
l height of ten feet with imported marble, above which is a pilaster 
~nd column treatment in French Caen stone extremely effective 
n its proportion and color. 

Passing into the inner lobby, tairs on either side r.i e to the 
)alcony foyer, and one is here impre ed by the height and 
,paciou~ness increased by the colonnade above, opening to the 
nezzanme foyer . Caen stone wall ' a re contrasted with the dull 
~ r~en border of the art marble floor, the wa rm grey of. the marbl 
talrs and the dull gold in which the pila ter and cornices abov 
lre brought out. Through arched openings on both sides, on 
lescends to the women' and men' retiring rooms, th forme r in 
a~e. French ~enaissance and th e latter ith a heavy beamed 
:elimg, red hIe floor, English tyle. H ere one al 0 finds the 
1Urser~ equipped a~ a playroom, with a maid in attendancc, th 
'onvemence of which i obviou. 

The inner lobby opens into the lower foyer serving the lower 
loor. Sinc.e the ~xis of the auditorium i at right angle to that 
,f t~e lobbies, thIS broad foyer weep away into a grand curv , 
.nd Its dam~sk panels, mir.rored pila ters and harmonious lamp 
end a pleasmg and elegant effect. 

From the inner lobby, one ascends to the mezzanine foyer or the 
I :rand promenade, the architecture of which is adapted from two 
,f the most famous playhouses in Europe, erected in the seven­
eenth century and still regarded as architectural gems for their 
leauty a~d propo.r~io~. The effect of a luxurious drawing room i 
tere achleved With Its marble fireplace, its brocaded divans and 

chair, it south wall alternated with Fren h beveled mirrors and 
ilk d~mask panels and its north wall made up of arched openings 

looking out upon the hou e. Through these openings an excellent 
view of the splendid dome in the under side of the balcony is 
obtained. Thi dome is illuminated by concealed reflectors and 
colored lamps at it base, so that, sated in the grand promenade, 
one can watch the play of colors on the ornamented surface of 
the dome, color ranging from deep purple to delicate rose and 
oft amber. Thi dome gives a en e of paciou ne s and height 

to the porti 11 of the' main floor ben ath the balcony that i's often 
lacking and a en e of vidth and opennes to the promenade and 
includes those eated on the fir t floor in the mu icales held on 
the mezzanine foyer every afternoon before the program is given. 

The walls of the audit rium under the balcony are treated with 
, ilk panel on which ar painted fi gures of dancing girls. These 

f, iew from celtt r. bach. of auditorium of Ri·z.'eria Theatre in Chi­
cago, showing the stage 



446 (Equipment Service) 

. 
Tastef1l lness in fi llishill.Qs ,is sho'l'1L ill this L i'll' taken in the Ire! 

Riveria Theatre, hicago 

• 

Mo t io n Picture' New 

II re effectiyely illuminated by concealed light. in ack of exqui i ely 
colored drap rie fe tooned at the ide and abo 'e, o"e he 
I alcony the ide \ all ecome three arche enetration 'ith 
11edallion and lun tt adorned \ 'ith m Iral paintin . 

The main ceiling and that under the balcony are all illumina cd 
with conc alcd coye and the oundin oard arche- 0 'er ro-
:cenium box rec ' e and curve of pro cenium arch are erforate 
and haye concealed col red Ii ht behind tern. 

Perhap the mo t triking feature f the hOll e i the arran c­
ment of orche tra and tage. The building i 0 de igned a to 
permit it being conyert d into a le2'itimate theatre \ -ith full ta e 
at any time in the future and ad anta e of thi fact ha been taken 
in the rece ing of mo t of the orche tra ehind the proscenium 
arch line an the deyelopment of a curyed colonnade vith ur­
mounting dome on the tage. 

Bet" een the columns one look out upon Italian scene oitly 
lighted from aboye the dome, the _creen in the center ein 
coyered \\ ith warm ilk han ing appliqued" -ith il -er. The e 

1 rtain pull lmdy apart and the picture proj ected come out in 
full brilFancy on the creen . Orche tra and oloi t may e illu -
i:lated with chanerin color, may e in cold moonli ht or \ -arm 
'cd or oft ro e, thrown from aboye the dome. In fact, he Rh·iera 
hat of the mo t co let I ctrical and mechanical equipment in 
'hicago the lighting effect ha ·iller a \ -ide range of brilliancy and 

(' lor and rna' e yaried t uit the feelin of the production. 

The yentilation i thorouerhl_' modern and fully meet the ri id 
rc uirernent of the city 0 Chicago a \\'ell a proyiding for a 
coolin y tern which will in th heat of the ummer a1 'ay i 'c 
a temperature in the theatre of 70 de ree . 

The building tand on an irregular plot of roun a 0 

feet quare with tore and 10ft on the Broad -a - i e; e au i­
lorium it elf, \\'ith it rear fo ' rs being 1 ~O fee t long and 90 feet 

wide contain up,,,ard of 2,000 eat. 
The architect ~re C. \ . and George L. Rapp -ho a 0 de igned 

the Central Park theatre for Balaban & Katz_ one of the mo 
alatial home of the photodrama 

AN INVITATION 
any trouble with your negative de­
positive printing" come and consult 

experts and be benehted by their ex­
ripened by many years' of study and 

scientihc effort in every branch of the hIm de­
v eloping and printing industry. 

If you have 
veloping or 
with ou 
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