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to-
gether by the hands and
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The new Civic Theater

ment ta a struggle with prob-
lems that  beset
! narassed the project from be-
b ginning _desires to the last
polishing of ticket. wickets.
The”problems —mosly eal
some psy

chological —were
solved through an Operanrm
rk

§ concrete. of miles of wiring
| and other prosaic statistics

| I ore than $4 mil
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1: 15 air conditioned
The orchestra pil 15 on a hft
that_can be elevated to stage
ievel. thus creating & forward
stage
Tower walls housing stage
and fly loft rise 100 feet. with
no_ intermediate floors. The

stage is 100 by 50 feet, about
four times the Russ Auditor)-

um size.
Funcuonally. the design of
the theater s comparable

with the best in the nation
Experts who have inspected it
say that

No patron seated in the top
row of the upper valcony will
be more than 140 feet from
the performers below  And,
according toacousticians, he

sory of ne Duilding of
Civic Theater. however. 1s
moch more than that. It 13 the
story of the results of team.
work. evident in each prog-
ressive step

It was leamwork on the

art of civie-minded individu-
.|< that gave life to the hopes

theater in the first
lace
s coopertion with city

oifcias it put the project
nto oifcal heng. Agsin i
was teamwork on the part of
many groups tha provided
necessary financing

t was three  architects,
working s 4 eam, who were
responsible for the esthetic
design, the diffclt enginer.

ing_and ha. fincuonal fea
firesof e thea
lhiakyred contractng
i wurkmg in_cooj
with the architects city " i
cials ar tizens Adeipor
Commitie that fnall created
the building to which the pub-
Lie will be introduced Tuesday
mght
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tronic brain was a part of this  the M H_Golden Construction  Avenues

teamwork The relatively new  Co., dgscribes the project as

erlcal pat method.” which  the “most diffieult Tve ever  tho ity for the whole involved ¥
involves 3 computer ol undertahen) but also the mt ity Concoarse, 8 treoblock I was necessary, be said ]
a highly technical schedule of  intefesting, the most challen- ,‘area, / first to settle on a location. ¢
bailding progress was'ised In  ging " were involved  Severa city core siles were B
the constructio But lrs begin at the begin- rght af e siart in assem  conadersd The choice, said

Gordon Henry. construction biing such & large and valu-  Goodwin. was not necessarily i
superintendent on  the job Chvic Thester faces C Sireet  able downtown ares from  the o ideal but 1t [ 1

The Civic Theater-A $4 Million

(Contistued from F-1)
tions were and o
gnmllnm began for the Sther
properties

In ea h case, it was neces-
sary for the city officially to

llar. property within » speci-
fied time.

Once this detail was accom-
plished, property acquisitions
moved ‘ahead. Gerhardl said
all sales were negotiated. wih

were settled with agreements  CONSTRUCTION PROGRESSES on
before the proceedings came  Here roof section is in place, with the ‘steel clouds’
suspended from ceiling. These are sund reflectors,

The total cost of all acquisi-
tions was $4.105.000

angled quarter-inch steel plates which remain ex-
posed in the theater to speed sound directly to
listeners in back rows.

‘The entire Community Con-  Selden Kennedy Jr . all inde-  and the mechanics of the the- almost cotirely shaped by o speed the mund directy
course, including buildings. 15 pendent San Diego architects  ater

owned' by the Board of Ad-  who o
‘ministration of the City of San  Their

Diego Employes Retirement  with the city on Jan 30. 1962

System. and is leased o the but ther “client” was the CIt  yoted hix efforts  largely 1o

Advisory Commiltee. these details ~Kennedy was nd balcony are all chevron

only commission @IVen the business or front man of _Shaped
de: the group dealing with chent

City under & lease-purchase  izens
agreement. an option which  The

may be exercised at any time. the threc
"The theater along with the  muli-purpose  theater  and  and upmhers although being
hall with 3,000 seating a very good ar,
ty. making it. of parucipated in the engmeer
as esthetic as pos-  ing and desi

convention and exhibit halls. concert

15 operated and managed. un- ~capaci

der terms of contract with the  course.

city, by the San Diego Civic  sible
Facilities Corp.. the board of latest
directors being the same. plus  ern U

rganized a partnership

contract  was = SIgned  inerested 1n the design and

equipment that a mod:  each de

cater needs. The physi- s mayr.

acoustical n

hitect

“was made by il er than in the eniry salon and
lot

ecause it was

Rosser said choice of interi

alsnor materials was also largely
Covemed by ‘mund wranegye, 2 shell of heavily lacquered

back to listeners

s 53t be was e 10 the udtorkom, the meln A Saond SulrSlE F75
level orchestra_section is & ; =
the appearance. and thus de. Modified semi-circle. but the
dress section,

tem” of amplifiers will
used for plays, pop concerts.
trios, etc The amplifiers will
not be needed for symphony
concerts or classical music
Also included as an integr
part of the stage is an orches.

the mezzanine

plywood for concert use—an-

n sion hard -
TSz that plin sulaces thal would ey Aoostil fhetore “¥
minor as well ransmit sound speedily. Oth

one addition. as the old Citi- cal limitations were budget three, not just one man lobbles. there is carpeting on-
tm Mviry  Commilie. and he aie of th ste alone. Iy n the aisles. a detail to S
which was named in Septem- 1 belore we drew a sin- - But when thre were difer  reduce sound tion Hamill said acoustical tests,
1961, to guide the de- gle \m " said Rosser, “we ences of opmon—and there  The only exception was the held last week, proved “high-
mopmm of Cemmuml\ Com  Called n an acoustioal consult.  were—who made the decision, back wal of the suditarium, 1Y Successful
. This board often met ant and a (heater consuitaht  then where & toorphive  Rosser <aid the stage ac-
Sach waek and aited recom We did” said Rosser wall was instalied to control commodates a S0fool high
mendations for City Council “Actually. we found we and subdue the echo bouncing cyclorama. first
worked well together  back 10 the stage This was .

action
Long belore the final
escrow closed. work began on

s
design, Samuel W, Hami, e hum the usual procedure
in first with the tech- made a good team.”

was o become super: —io be

o archilect saried work.  micians

e 's ity of schematic
r of and

obmted hem in Detinn
After a selection was made,

Because of Rosser's previ-
ous exprince
—he practiced in New background
severdlyears ‘agooit  iteror from then on

o already

thioe archtects were. choses fell. i o to deal primarily

1o design the theater—William  wit
Rosser, Lioyd Ruocco an

rior —arrange-

ment, the functional features

We could solve the problems
with _ conferences
and

drafting stages. the architects

It was
1 think we pair

sccomplished by 4 dead air pe
space wall, surfaced with mo- back stage Through reflec-

1o additi ‘steel
work entered the clouds™ were suspended from  gucr 4¢ g blue sky
the B0-foot auditorium ceiling. " °° "¢ S
had thewr acoustical These are actually sound re-  There is a truck dock for
the 0

tion of colored lights. it can
create the background for a
wide array of Impressions,

n

quarter-inch unloading props directly on

P
exposed steel plates designed stage. 1t will accommodate

year ago.

between Second and Third

is
most a fyll block, acquired by real
Comm

CIVIC THEATER, under
construction, shows heavy  tne
steel girders which sup-
port cantilevered mexza-
nine and balcony section.
gest is 120 feet long,  on
and weighs 13 tons. Photo
was  taken

illion Dream Come True

on a site

proceeded  with  economic

about * one

Phote by Tea Low

and current chairman of the
board. explained some of the
estate  problems

" important to_establish
values on a basis of proper-
ties already on the market. If
word was out. asking
prices_probably would have
skyrocketed
win said six options
were negotiated early in 1961
roperties scatiered in
each of the blocks involved.

Continsed an F9, Col. 1)

s

smaaing speed possibly better locations were 1
pardte sales aiready highly developed an

were invalved First escrows  inus would have been protuby 1

opened n the summer of 1961 tively costly ]
and the final escrow closed in When 11 became apparent
December 1962 However the that-city approval of the vast
path was smoothed by earlier  project was probable. first
work—imtial steps thal re properties were acquired on
quired  Tighly  cooperative Lo oorio pacts amdmitalry
teamwork in the name of an owner other

Ewart Goodwin one of the {han the city

founders of San Diegans Inc Risk_was involved in this
method * said 1. “but

v

Dream Come True

wo trucks. Dressing rooms
wing. A

b
ras hal s of et
main sage dimension
The orchestra which
can accommodate a 100-piece
orchestra, may be raised or
lowered to” whatever height
the diector wishes s wll
ing clevated to stage Jevel
e orwant s stage
ing at the auditorium
from stage viewpoint. the the-
ater appears to have three
main_levels. although there
are five tiers. Directly in
ront on the lower floor is the
‘main orchestra section, with a
seat capacity. This ri
ito a sloping “dress section,
divided by a railing
Mezzanine seating s on the
second level. Upper and lower
lconies on the third
level, thus making the five
tiers' Loge seating _slopes
down at the sides of the the-
ser tram ech of the mes
zanine and b leve
Roser sad “eater people
have told him the new Civic
Theater s sight lnes com-
parable to any in the coun-
try ™ There s full view from
any seat in the house
though of course some seats
are better than others.
Rosser said it was possible
to get 3,000 seats in this the-
ners dimensions by con;
nental  seating” technique
Toais elimination .,r middie

inches apart, contrasted with
the conventional 4. to permit
patrons 1o find their seats
withou siepping on les. This
only in the

orchulrl section. The others
ventional center

=

However. provision  was
made in the orchestra section
to_remove seats to create a
middle aisic.fcr some evants
which may want a procession

tion. The first three rows in
the orchestra section are re-
movable, and will be taken
out when the orchestra pit is
raised to create a forward
stage

A bank of colored spotlights
s on the curved railing sec-

tion or “eyebrow” of the
mezanine. The lights are con-
trolled from the stage. In ad-
dition, _there _are _powerful
spots i the projection booth
at the very top of the upper
balcony. Here also are the
projetors " or_motion pc

The stage is equipped

Wb wrven

As for construction —
guotzact was et on mdmu
Golden Construct

umry said the most et
phase was the stage fower
Tecion. e ‘wal rising 100

el!m o 10 mches hck.
Henry said this s the first
time he has supervi
construction of such a_high
concrete wall without suppor-
ting, _ intermediate _floars.
Staging was used around the
insideperimeter, 15 _forms
were ral ch new
o b il
stationed on the stage pat
jorm to move the forms and
pour the walls from “concrete
ggies.” On the exterior, a
tower lft was used. The stage
tower rool is supported by
steel girders
o The man _audtorum s
in_ structural _steel
w.u- reinforced concrete par.
walls between 10 bby
aress and it Exter
or walls are panels of concrete
block—goid and sand_colored
textured block on  the oval
entry facade. with a design
dtlm] secent of  series of
tical

concrete

fins."

The mezzanine and bacony
levels are _ cantilevered—to
avoid visual obstruction—of

heavy stoel bearhs. The
largest of these beams, a
cording to Henry, is 120 feet
long and weighs 13 ton
‘The main theater rests an &
foundation of 154_peuredn,
place reipforced ennax'
columns, Some going into
ground as deep as 35 feet.
largest of the piers are
inches in diameter and
out” at the bottom to as much
n four feet for firmer foobs

“Neney it e veriiak
path method” was to keep-
construction on_schedule. By
using 3 computer, it was pos
sible to determine a day-by=
day’schedule of work for 80]
entire job_The syt
ploys “critical paths™
“sub-critical paths.” The crify
ical path invoives key work
that must be done by a ce:
tain date, else the project
falls behind ‘schedule. 1 8180
outlines a schedule for other
work, which wil not necessar
ily delay the project if the
timetable is not met
ut the subritical path
can_become _critical,” _said
Henry. “perhaps _tomorfow,
ne

By this system, the contr:
tor can tell exactly each day
or

whether he is o, al
behind schedule. It also provi-
des him with & guide well in
advance 1o prompt subcon-
tractors to get busy.

Construction  started _on
Civic Theater on Sept. 3, 1963.

Tuesday night, just nine
days more than 16 months
later, it will open for the first
public performance.
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By DR. ARMIN KIETZMANN: The San Diego Union's Art Writer

one of two reliefs symbolizing San Diego’s climate.

Bold Forms For A New Theater
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