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STA.GE MmCHANISiL "': ': -=~: I greater depth than is custom in most - . I pamm. "nHs Um .. 1J.:bttt aI"f\ M thf!Y b,,~ ~ for 
L We bad lcarcely passed the eta~ door of Drin, ,. 'Were being put in p~ we DO'Qaz;, ed tl1at ~ti!d:~ , ~Y1f!V'8 .. ~uPpUed by tbf!oxy..bydrogeaappararus. ~t 
b lone and OUT' creaentia}a .bad l?ef!Xl .... &1ly acknOlri~ed grooves or other support at the upper end. -'DO 'W'M 'I\~ttnat to n~ tbt' ~ of colour r.od tht!lt' :s the haU.keeper, who, In SPIte ofnWIleJ'OWl diScol- ' - .. Xo " said our d ct.o .. W 1 ~ tAtiet8 n.1JNl th~ richly appJ.rellf'd oeeupant.s of ~hE' 
ties, manages to preserve an unrufRed manner to· t1l6 : • -:' n Th con ~ ~ bars ~. UBefrom 7lL e+""oH. ~ .!'g'~ or th ... lbrhts 1"f'quire nev~asll1~ 
t~ousand·and·one people witb whom he'bas to deal ·: mgarms

. the ~ are u . lQUJ¥ 7 ': ~~ as mueh of t.he flplendlJt.1r or th~ sp~et~le 
•• I do~'t thi nk you will find much that is DovSl , ~~ t. up slip to the floor at an angle 0( ~, . .Ttrf''-'' t1~n tbt' ~ tUm to k~p the limelight ~" 

h~r~" 8al~ Mr. A.ugusttla Harris, as we were tbaolring. '~·h .. ". I had , .... ~ .. "":,,.'-'., .... !'- A- --rda tb~ ,.,..,_ ~rr~, ible ~ J8 
bun for his penDl8sion to witness the :Eme~baru.m ' . ~er..-..-s • better ~e you to the cellar first, ~ ....... .. .... ,..- ... ~ h 
of Beauty aJld ti,,. Buut. , He wu stan · with :bii . Said ~. Fa.:rrell • so. down we went.. It was. of ~ . '~k • .ri:tn -~~ ~ff'ty. and t"'" w e row on Nt.C 
lieutenant, Mr. Collins, behind the heavv top' t wbilil ' wellligbted by gas jets. but was & bewildering cbaois . ~'ia ~ieated by ~lectric ~ps. It W3S hf'''''' 
all around was a scene of most ,. ord~ly conlaeioo " of. pulleySy woOdeJ;i levelS and ropes. In a. few diU <ri! 11M ~iud the ~llotm0U8 1L1!lO\1n~ (If rop~ 
We observed in reply that what 1!h. "oml: knewa.n4 . mJrltltes. however. It an looked cl~ enoagh. The bot- and eoma~ n4'~ tr work the ~nf'lS. 'Multipl~ 
'W~at the public knew regarding such matters differed ' ~ms of some o~ the ~ usedm the ' tl'aD8formr the nllmbal" of ~ ft>.Ji~ to the main bitt. of an 
slightly in exteQt, and that we believed we could 1lnd ' tion sceDe proJeetedmto .the ce.J.!ar. wbile here.&Ild oM tim~ line of battl~hip by five ~d you ~t ~ 
matter for an interesting, and to maay DOVel, art:if'Je. there the beavy counterwelghts; ather 'of the ~ en~ht frlra of tIle ~ult vi!i"bl~ ('t\ ~ 1\TSt fl~t. 
Whereupon we were handed over to the care 6!' 1Dr ~r trap shoot&, could be seen above, read,. t() descend Nom;ng but pnU~ a.nd Tnpt'S f!\"'t'rywbfrre~ tum 
Barry, the eour...eous assistant stage-mana er.,-a. wh~ 1000 the depths below when set in action.: ' The a'lliJer -hne VOtI win! 1:'ba.t DOthi~ ~ ~g :!.mId ~QC.~ 
kindly put us in the way !If obtaining aU the8miorma,. . and frame pulle.f!S. w,bich looked like huge sprockft · a cl\ao& of eonJ~ argues a ltate of discipline not to 
tion desired. : ' whee~ owed thell' appea:ra!lte to Ml ingenious ~ of ba 't:;reaUtd ~t1r. 

As it is Dot OW' object to dilate upon tbe Atiafae.. Mr, FaneIl's. It was found ~ ~. ropes had.il A~ ,..t high!!!-by tlT\p]PAoS&altly ~ l.~dd~ 
tory" ap~ce of the lady artists, the humorou& te~ency to u ~'o. off,'" 80 he ~ed sl&ta around ~ Wf: at JI'llgth reach the gridiron.. • maM ('f timbE>n 
qUJp8 and Jokes of the" Sisten two" or the ad!nir3ble penpherles a.t intervals, which bot!: prvvented this ""'l~ function .~ to be ~lpl~ and ~imply th~t 
make-up and appropriate bebavi~of tbeBogie Man, ' dang~r and became useful leverages in working ·the of ~rMiding leads for the 60me 200 rliffel'f'nt ~5, 
we will plunge at once in f1ldi<u ru Having. after wheels. We may here remar; that Mr. Farrell'. wlnch cmne up ~ from ~low. Mr. F'arft'll (\~
~me li.ttle time, been inuodnced to the gent1euim in' q~ ce.n~ of e.~ence as ~ mec;t'anip , !~ta1M bOw In ()roer to bring up a d~p ~ta 
JJIlme-diate charge 'of the various departments, we pecU!lvly qualiiies him as the chief ~uthority on, l ft tO a ~ of half iu ~tual dtpth, ad· 
were speedilv taken oveJ'the entire portion of the such matters in the country. Probably 'We were ditional batten 'f"OJ>PS ~ n~. &nd further-
building devoted to the stage and ita accesaories. standing upon the actual founda?Oll8 of the b~d · . %nOra d~ the 'D~ty ('If a coapl~ ~f 

By way of commencement, we mayobserve that the Drury Theatre before the fire which ooaawned -it men beiiIg ahnw .t band to cl~ thf' cloth! u tb(l}" 
stage part, divided from the other'portion of the ~ ~:f,fed the erection of the present building eady in are.viiJ..t_ "!op. ~~.g ~~'-~~~~ ~ 
hpuse. or&u~torium, by the proseemum wan. e6u.~ ceD~. . • 1-= I' .~ eaul HUIU Wig; eo" call 
6u;t:B m realIty ot.ftv~.stories, or floors, ':of whieb," Returnmg?pwards. we reached the 'memsnrne _ p'ltcbof 56ft. The elot.h.t;" as the scenes are ed. 
naturally, bat OIle a 'Vl8lb16 to the pJaygoiDg pubHc. stage, or iloonng under the true stage, whence mo&t ant' escil 42 ft. ..-idfi and 36n.. dHl\. 
These are the cella.r. the m~e stage the d..<Rty& I of the effects in the Wily of diabolical appearances and Heft on high were two m~b«$ or . tM ~Prtriea1 
proper, the first fiat, and the gridiron, abov:, t e;~ : disap~arances are worked. We D, o~ the way. Fta4 ~ thi.f buinesa was to 5ef' tf,:\t tb!' OOD-
!aBt rises tb~ lantern or roof. The practicable width . I that & good .many of the 6Ubo~ ~ call it J'l~ of tM ~ el@ct.rolier ... bkh forms ~ 
16 10 ft.! while the depth to the first set -scene in. the ! the "m~~!" but they were qwte well uriderstood. &aildng a portion ot tbf> p&lace ~~~ ~ ~ In 
pantomIme D~ running is 42 ft. Behind tIiJa : t1e~ ~tlng me prompters word of C<?mmand. were order. Tb d~~ this ea:riaaB utilization of samce 
sa a further ava~ble !pace of 38 ft., maJrjng 80 ft. in I the liVIng skeletons, who fonn a feature m the Wltcbea in the csu.e of 'l1le&pis we must noW' return to the 
aU! from the footlights. If Dece sary additional doPth. ·j scene. Standing iP the little trap with its two ~ ~,. ~ 1_ ..... 

could be given, but is never ~y needed. The ' I c:ountaweights of 7mb. each, they a.waited the _, on! ~ariouI ~tt in paiTS are ~ hm i j mg W",,"lOU 

eye of a casual visitor who passes the stage ~ , which put four men at each comer rope into ~~rous long u:ad em :; ed ~ nf furnitare wbldl tum ont to 
is caught by the wa.ter·preB8me ga.agea, which ·men.,; action, 'With the result that they were 8hott.hrou2b be anns of the giant ebaDdeliv. BMtily. yet mo.t 
~ tM exact "head" of water in c:a.se .of .'.'fire. :' the star traps so!De feet iD~ the .air ~pon tlie caftfuny.tbP.yuefittf'd~,"hileah8"Yrope 
~umerous bydrant6 are placed in va.rioaa portionaof s~ae.. The contrivance loob last & little risky. and ~rt is lOcaed from \he gridlron. III a fe-w 
·the buildjng, with bose. &:e., ready far' instant use. our conductor owned that &oCideQts hadonoe or twice miuut8 &II is tad,.. aad to. a moment tJle. wbole 
UDder the superfutendence or tr&ined ~ happened at long intervals. It was obvious that if buiD into eleetric ftame.. ~ t.~ fotmd it:a 
Nothing, in fact. hac heeD left undone to secure aafBtj the propelling force was insufficient, the ghost, or ordI!t, t:he word is gt'n!n t(' hoist .. ..-ay. and ~ntly 
in this respect. , " I fairy, or bogie man ran & good chance of sti~ un- tbt-~ of ~ ~ i!' iUamined by what 15 pro-I n:1l fi.-st ;:;c:n5iition of standing in the -Tn&. 'or ,I comfortably between the s.haJp points of~tri&ngul'M ba!iy the- brgE'st f'l~er in the w-cqid. E'c'en the 
coul~u, of the largest British theatre is One ~~_ ' tlaps, a.nd such an event bad OOCUIT~ thou&b Dot in asceae ~ indifferem to mn&t staee ~~ giTa 
isbment at the rootny space between the wiDga and recent years. The vampire or dive tr-..pe wd another a Jntm of admiration All ~ ~-n:.~ !*!!4 trpon our I 
the oute! wall--!'eceesazy, however, when. epec'"..ac1es, feature of the Roor, working~ 01 COU~ thE! reverse ~ atlCi this reminds om that- Wt' have yet to see 
are proVlded which call for the services' otsoo to 900' way to the star traps. The yo"oriing ' of the , !,: .. e ,~ ~t of the ~ 
actors and 6Upernumera.ri.ea. The fioor of the stage sliders or Darrow traps ~tending ·ac.roes tbe . :We fomadlli-. H~ t~ ~PI1t or ~1ec-
itsel£ is one VMt parterre of traps and aJiders. water" se.ge to pennit the pass:age of. U framea ,, ' tric ~. most ~ to ~ us ~1 inrormatioo.. 
gas, and electric connection plugs. The traps &l'8 carrving sceaery or actors upwards or downwards aDd he (»IOted to be that most tJS~fal aid toal! under--
~ or star shaped. the latter having triaD- struc-k on~ as a most perfect device4 The wood wbicb I tMfng8m 'Which ~ opinion bu to ~ .ft'ekooM , 
gular flaps all meeting in one common centra. It is fill& th88& spaces wOOu in ("-t'djm:~&'7"w;e- ~ · fika parque-' with an ertbmiast in his profession.. Be 15 an ())d ! 

tb.ro~h these 1a.tter tba.t demons and fairi.e& ' ~ I te.ry work-i .e., in numerous narrow slips mounted Oil . mi1ltuT my. ha.-ri~ been 3 Sll!tWant-tnS;or in tbfll I 
the rapid appearances so bewil.1ering to the juveniles I fUJet6 of wood a.nd at right ~les to the ~ sootion _ JI.gfal ~ befare be ~t in for ~ ~ . 
of the audience. Looki~ upwal'ds to the first ·fiat. I of the stage. By an eccentnc lever the outer ends at· aDll ddocct1Jy UDd.entaDds hl!t work. Be 1. a.ssmoo 
which occupies the position of an ordinary ~ ! either side art" lowered, and the Eltrips are then cirawtl by 'Xt. ~~ .. who l)Gt in tb& first E'~e light : 
the eye sees nothing but ~edclotha which f~ over,pulleys from th€l C€ln~re" openmg the -nec.'¥'nry ' aNlS1n the baiIdiDg. Under bis ~d.anc:e we ftnt of I 
the ba.c.k.,aroun';i of the vanws scenes in this and other gap In .tbe S~fY6. 'Ih~ prlnClpal £rame .for.the trana- .n~ ,the WOta r.w or transronner home. t"D- , 
plays. They be so cl06ely together that' they shut off . forma.tlOn scene· wu '10 place as we IUSpected the tik8 mtm:r Of the maa1ler tbeatrm. DrtDy Lane does f 
from view the timber and cordage forming the dis- meZZAnine stage, and conveniently close by were' tJ e DOt ~ ita 0WI1 ctnwDo. ~ attains its c:u:rr!'nt 
tinctive features of the gridiron. As wegaud arOund ' irons to which the actresses who formed 80 attracti' e from the m.aiDs ol ~ Mettupc Con Electric: SawlY . . 
and upwazds, scene shifters were pressing forward 1 a feo.tw:e of that portion oftbepa.gecmtwe:restn.pped. Ownpany .. iJn,it!d "Ihe wueat is, received at a 

. with slips, while in the background a pa;rty Of ca.rPeD- There was DO child's play about these. Curved in ~ or 1,000. aDd is ~ into ~ ~ of 
ten were fitting up the weighty a.ad h~me bal .. ' J variolls wa~ with supports for the feet, waist, and 100 or 50 ~ .. may be desired. by 50 trans- , 
cony with the well-executed figures which adorn the i ~hou]ders of the fair occupants, who were secured to f("~ 40 of ~ &I'e p1acfd in Ofle miall bai1ding 
grand 6~. ofthe pa1a.ce scene. As a.ll~baV8 : tht:m by strong leather belts, tbey would stand tho aaa IDiD azwC«. nds is, of ~ ~t:ra~ 
'to be removed and replaced for each performance, tbs strain of two mtm's weight each, and fitted!!:ro tca1iJb« the Wllent from hi¢ to low ~ ~ 
work ofd~ with such su.b6tantial adornmenta of sockets some 2ft. iu depth. As we tested some of , .. ~.Toltage as R!Ilt from ~ ~OlmeIS 
the stage is no light one.. . " them, persond ly, w,e can n. ~er that 80 .far as hu~ beitC . 96 to 50. Ii2btiDg lamp!' of from 

"Bow many carpenters and shifters have ~ in foreSIght Goes, the U'On5 W(l.-o ma ooJc. aa It wUpoe&blo 18 to ~~. lr. The .. mmt"b!r ~ a n.~ 
actual work on each perfonna.nce ?" we asked of Mr. to make them. . of from 35 to 100 amph es. When the large chaade-
Farrell. the principal mechanist and stage carpenter., Leaviu,,~ the mezzanine. we apin ascended ·.totbe &r abx'e daICl'ibedlSlit. it iJr ~ e sary to switch of! 
who was obligingly pointing out va.-rioll& matters ·c:a& stage proper, Mld following Oul' conductor next fouud the two froat f'lectril-ally-tit battens ~ aIlow ita 
ioterest. " ' ourselves upon thEl first fiat, which as already. ex- IaDitJ8 to ~ R!iciec.t CtnZEDt. 1be mains.. bT the 

II Ninety men. all told," was the reply.. plained, :luawers to the ~ing of an ordinary room ot" .""..y. ran t:hroa2b C&tbe:tinc s::Z€'f't.. .-hence Wixw-c-
, It seemed a. large number, bat we could weU.1Je.. ball. It was here ~at we .1ouud not onl:r ~o 12.ot l~... tiaais made to the. theatre. where !oar SbalJ~bfa~s 

Ueve they were needed. As the Blips,. which are ' of " r~e . :Y.gfor\'f,lo. e l- the·"~mea. utthe ' ~ .:.- j met;en.ngftter the OPmiiiDPtv.m of anist ju..~ as 
- - . J c; J a ,-,u a rf\ . I .I c. -

• • r . \ ... "; 


